mass effect 2 paragon guide

Mass Effect 2 Paragon Guide

Mass Effect 2 is celebrated for its deep narrative, complex characters, and the ability to influence the

story through player choices. One of the most significant aspects of the game is the morality system,

which is divided into two main paths: Paragon and Renegade. The Paragon path emphasizes altruism,
honor, and diplomacy, allowing players to forge strong connections with their crew and make choices

that reflect compassion. This guide aims to provide you with essential tips and strategies to maximize
your Paragon points in Mass Effect 2, helping you achieve the best possible outcomes for Commander
Shepard and their allies.

Understanding the Paragon System

In Mass Effect 2, the Paragon system plays a crucial role in shaping the narrative experience. The
game features a dialogue wheel that allows players to choose responses that align with either
Paragon or Renegade ideals. Here's a breakdown of how the system works:

e Paragon Points: Gained by making choices that are morally good, diplomatic, or selfless.

* Renegade Points: Acquired through choices that are aggressive, pragmatic, or ruthless.

» Dialogue Choices: The dialogue wheel features color-coded options: blue represents Paragon
choices, while red signifies Renegade choices. Neutral options are usually white.

Key Strategies for Maximizing Paragon Points

To effectively accumulate Paragon points throughout your playthrough, consider the following
strategies:

1. Make Compassionate Choices

Throughout your journey, you will encounter numerous characters and situations where you can
choose to help or harm. Always opt for the compassionate route. This includes:

1. Saving Lives: Whenever you have the opportunity to save someone, seize it. This can be in
combat situations or during critical story moments.

2. Choosing Diplomatic Options: Engage in dialogue that aims to resolve conflicts peacefully.
Use your charm and negotiation skills to avoid violence whenever possible.



3. Supporting Your Crew: Show understanding and empathy towards your teammates' personal
issues and backgrounds. Listen to their stories and offer support during their loyalty missions.

2. Complete Loyalty Missions

Each squad member has a unique loyalty mission that not only deepens their backstory but also
provides significant Paragon points when completed successfully. To maximize your Paragon score:

e Prioritize the loyalty missions of your squadmates as soon as they become available.

* Choose the Paragon options during their missions to ensure you maintain their trust and loyalty.

* Make decisions that align with the values of your squadmates, reflecting their desires and
backgrounds.

3. Engage in Side Quests

Many side quests in Mass Effect 2 also offer opportunities to earn Paragon points. Some key tips
include:

1. Explore Every Area: Take the time to explore the Citadel and other locations for side quests
that can impact your Paragon score.

2. Help NPCs: Interact with non-playable characters (NPCs) and assist them with their problems.
Many side quests involve helping individuals in distress.

3. Choose the Right Dialogue Options: During side quests, be mindful of your dialogue choices
and select the ones that reflect a Paragon mindset.

4. Build Relationships

Building strong relationships with your crew and other characters in the game is essential for
accumulating Paragon points. Here are some tips:

* Romance Options: Engaging in a romantic relationship with a crew member not only
enhances your connection but also grants Paragon points. Choose a partner whose values align
with your Paragon choices.



e Supportive Dialogue: During conversations with your squadmates, choose supportive and
encouraging dialogue options to strengthen your bonds.

* Forgive and Help: When conflicts arise, offer forgiveness and assistance to your crew,
reinforcing the idea of unity and teamwork.

Important Paragon Choices in the Main Story

Certain pivotal moments in Mass Effect 2 provide significant opportunities to earn Paragon points.
Here are some key choices to consider:

1. The Collector Ship

During the mission on the Collector ship, you will have the opportunity to save crew members.
Choosing to save them instead of focusing solely on objectives will earn you substantial Paragon
points.

2. The Fate of the Reaper IFF

When you acquire the Reaper IFF, you'll face a crucial decision regarding its use. Opting for a
diplomatic approach and considering the implications of your actions can lead to Paragon rewards.

3. The Final Mission

In the final mission, your decisions can significantly impact the survival of your crew. Prioritize
dialogue options that reflect your Paragon ideals, and ensure everyone is on board with your plan.

Utilizing the Paragon System in Combat

While the Paragon system primarily focuses on dialogue and choices, it can also influence combat
situations. Here’s how:

1. Use Power Combinations

Certain powers can be combined to enhance team effectiveness. For instance, using Biotic powers to
lift enemies into the air can set them up for devastating attacks. Always consider how your abilities
can support your team without resorting to violence.



2. Prioritize Non-lethal Options

Whenever possible, aim to incapacitate enemies rather than kill them. This approach aligns with the
Paragon ethos of preserving life, and it can lead to unique outcomes in various missions.

Conclusion

Achieving a high Paragon score in Mass Effect 2 is a rewarding experience that not only enhances the
narrative but also strengthens your relationships with the diverse cast of characters. By making
compassionate choices, completing loyalty missions, engaging in side quests, and navigating key
story moments with a Paragon mindset, you can ensure that Commander Shepard embodies the
ideals of heroism and selflessness. Remember that every decision counts, and the path of a Paragon
leader is one paved with empathy, integrity, and the unwavering pursuit of a better future for all.
Embrace your role as a true Paragon, and guide your crew to victory against the looming threat of the
Reapers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Paragon choices in Mass Effect 2?

Paragon choices in Mass Effect 2 represent the moral and altruistic decisions that Commander
Shepard can make. These choices promote teamwork, save lives, and often lead to more favorable
outcomes in the story and character relationships.

How can | maximize my Paragon points in Mass Effect 2?

To maximize your Paragon points, consistently choose dialogue options that are empathetic,
supportive, and selfless. Completing side missions that align with these values and making decisions
that help allies will also contribute to increasing your Paragon score.

Are there specific missions that are better for gaining
Paragon points?
Yes, some missions, like 'The Convict' and 'The Warlord," offer opportunities for significant Paragon

gains. Additionally, during loyalty missions, making choices that prioritize the well-being of your crew
will further boost your Paragon score.

What are the consequences of choosing Paragon options in
the game?

Choosing Paragon options often leads to positive outcomes, such as saving characters, unlocking
unique dialogue, and improving relationships with crew members. However, it may also result in
missed opportunities for certain darker paths or character arcs.



Can | switch between Paragon and Renegade playstyles in
Mass Effect 2?

Yes, you can switch between Paragon and Renegade playstyles at any time, but your choices will
influence the overall narrative and character relationships. However, consistently favoring one style
will yield more significant rewards in that area.

What are some key Paragon dialogue choices in Mass Effect
2?
Key Paragon dialogue choices include saving the Rachni Queen, choosing to spare characters like the

Krogan Mercenary, and supporting allies during critical moments in missions. Look for options marked
with a blue icon for Paragon choices.

Is there a limit to how many Paragon points | can earn in Mass
Effect 2?

There is no strict limit to the Paragon points you can earn in Mass Effect 2. However, certain key
decisions and dialogue options will have a more significant impact than others, influencing your
overall score as you progress through the game.
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