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Maryland Notary Handbook 2023 is an essential resource for both new and experienced notaries
in the state of Maryland. As legal witnesses, notaries play a crucial role in safeguarding the integrity
of documents and ensuring that all parties involved in a transaction are who they claim to be. This
handbook provides comprehensive information on the duties, responsibilities, and legal
requirements for notaries in Maryland, reflecting any updates or changes in the law for the year
2023.

Understanding the Role of a Notary Public in Maryland

Notaries public are appointed by the state to serve as impartial witnesses for various legal
documents. Their primary responsibilities include:

Verifying the identity of signers through official identification.

Administering oaths and affirmations.

Certifying copies of certain documents.

Maintaining a notary journal to document all notarial acts performed.

The Importance of Notary Services

The services of a notary public are vital for several reasons:

1. Fraud Prevention: Notaries help prevent fraud by ensuring that the individuals signing documents
are doing so willingly and are who they claim to be.
2. Legal Validity: Notarized documents are generally accepted in court, making them legally binding
and providing an extra layer of security.
3. Record Keeping: Notaries are required to maintain detailed records, which can be invaluable in
disputes or legal proceedings.

Becoming a Notary Public in Maryland

The process of becoming a notary public in Maryland involves several steps:



Eligibility Requirements

To qualify for notary public status in Maryland, applicants must meet the following criteria:

- Be at least 18 years old.
- Be a resident of Maryland or have a business office in the state.
- Be able to read and write English.
- Not have been convicted of a felony or a crime involving moral turpitude.

Application Process

The steps to apply for a notary commission in Maryland include:

1. Complete the Application: Fill out the Notary Public Application form available from the Maryland
Secretary of State's office.
2. Submit the Application: Send the completed application along with the applicable fee to the
Secretary of State.
3. Receive Your Commission: If approved, you will receive your notary commission certificate.
4. Obtain a Notary Seal: After receiving your commission, purchase a notary seal that meets
Maryland's requirements.

Understand Notary Laws and Regulations in 2023

Staying informed about the laws and regulations governing notaries in Maryland is crucial for
compliance and effective service delivery. The Maryland Notary Handbook 2023 outlines these
regulations clearly.

Notary Fees

In Maryland, notaries may charge fees for their services. The maximum allowable fees are:

- $4 per notarial act.
- $2 for certifying a copy of a document.
- Additional fees may apply for travel or other services, but these must be agreed upon in advance.

Record Keeping Requirements

Notaries are required to maintain a journal of their notarial acts. Key elements to record include:

- Date and time of the notarial act.
- Type of document being notarized.
- Names and addresses of the signers.



- Method of identification used.
- Any additional remarks pertinent to the notarization.

Common Notarial Acts

Understanding the different types of notarial acts is essential for effective practice. The most
common acts include:

Oaths and Affirmations

Notaries can administer oaths and affirmations, which are formal promises to tell the truth, often
used in legal proceedings.

Acknowledgments

An acknowledgment is a declaration made by a signer in front of a notary, confirming that they
signed a document willingly and without duress.

Jurats

A jurat involves a notary witnessing the signing of a document and administering an oath to the
signer, certifying that the contents of the document are true.

Best Practices for Notaries in Maryland

To ensure professionalism and compliance, here are some best practices for notaries:

Always verify the identity of signers using acceptable forms of ID.

Keep your notary seal secure and do not allow others to use it.

Stay informed about changes in notary laws and practices through ongoing education.

Maintain a neat and complete notary journal to protect yourself legally.

Be impartial and avoid any conflicts of interest when performing notarial acts.



Resources for Notaries in Maryland

Several resources are available for notaries in Maryland to enhance their knowledge and skills:

Maryland Secretary of State

The official website of the Maryland Secretary of State provides essential information about notary
laws, application forms, and updates.

Notary Associations

Joining a professional notary association can offer networking opportunities, educational resources,
and support from fellow notaries.

Continuing Education

Participating in workshops or online courses can help notaries stay current with the latest practices
and legal changes.

Conclusion

The Maryland Notary Handbook 2023 serves as a vital tool for notaries, outlining their
responsibilities, legal requirements, and best practices. By understanding and adhering to the
guidelines presented in the handbook, notaries can ensure they provide valuable and compliant
services in their communities. Whether you are a new notary seeking guidance or an experienced
professional looking to refresh your knowledge, this handbook is an indispensable resource for
navigating the complexities of notarial practice in Maryland.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main responsibilities of a notary public in
Maryland as outlined in the 2023 handbook?
The main responsibilities include verifying the identity of signers, administering oaths, witnessing
signatures, and maintaining a notary journal to record all notarial acts.

Are there any new changes to the fees that notaries can



charge in Maryland in 2023?
Yes, the 2023 handbook outlines updated fee structures for various notarial acts, including increases
in maximum allowable charges for services such as acknowledgments and jurats.

What training or education is required for becoming a notary
public in Maryland in 2023?
Prospective notaries must complete a training course approved by the Maryland Secretary of State
and pass a written exam to ensure they understand notarial laws and procedures.

How does the Maryland notary handbook address remote
notarization in 2023?
The handbook provides guidelines for remote notarization, including requirements for technology,
identity verification, and record-keeping, ensuring compliance with state laws.

What are the penalties for notaries in Maryland for failing to
follow the regulations detailed in the 2023 handbook?
Penalties can include fines, suspension, or revocation of notary commission, and potential civil
liability for any damages resulting from improper notarization.

Does the 2023 Maryland notary handbook provide guidance on
how to handle fraud or suspicious activities?
Yes, it includes procedures for identifying and reporting suspicious activities, as well as best
practices for safeguarding against fraud during the notarization process.

What resources are available for Maryland notaries to stay
updated on changes to laws and practices in 2023?
Notaries are encouraged to regularly check the Maryland Secretary of State’s website, participate in
continuing education courses, and refer to the annual updates provided in the handbook.
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