
mary poppins and mary poppins comes
back
Mary Poppins and Mary Poppins Comes Back are two iconic works that have left
a significant mark on popular culture. The original character of Mary
Poppins, created by author P.L. Travers, first appeared in 1934, capturing
the imaginations of children and adults alike with her whimsical personality
and magical abilities. The enduring charm of Mary Poppins has led to various
adaptations, including the beloved 1964 Disney film and its sequel, released
in 2018. This article delves into the enchanting world of Mary Poppins,
exploring her origins, the themes present in both works, and the impact they
have had on literature and cinema.

Origins of Mary Poppins

The Literary Creation

Mary Poppins made her debut in Travers’ 1934 book, which introduced readers
to a magical nanny who descends from the sky with her umbrella. Travers
crafted a character that embodied both authority and whimsy, appealing to
children and adults alike. The stories are set in Edwardian London and follow
the adventures of the Banks children—Jane, Michael, and their siblings—as
they learn valuable life lessons under Mary’s care.

- Key Characteristics of Mary Poppins:
- Magical Abilities: Mary can manipulate her environment, create fantastical
experiences, and even converse with animals.
- Strong Morals: While she appears frivolous, Mary imparts important lessons
about kindness, responsibility, and the importance of family.
- Mysterious Persona: Her origins and true nature remain ambiguous, adding to
her allure.

Transition to Film

The character gained immense popularity, leading to the iconic Disney
adaptation in 1964. Directed by Robert Stevenson, the film starred Julie
Andrews in the titular role and Dick Van Dyke as Bert, the charming chimney
sweep. This adaptation is notable for its blend of live-action and animation,
creating a magical experience that resonated with audiences.

- Significant Changes in the Film:
- Character Development: The film portrays Mary Poppins as more nurturing
compared to her literary counterpart.



- Musical Elements: The movie features memorable songs such as
"Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious" and "A Spoonful of Sugar," enhancing its
appeal.
- Visual Effects: The use of groundbreaking effects allowed for stunning
sequences, such as the animated tea party.

Mary Poppins Comes Back

Overview and Publication

In 1935, just a year after the success of the original, P.L. Travers
published the sequel, Mary Poppins Comes Back. The book continues the story
of the Banks family and introduces new characters and adventures, maintaining
the whimsical tone of its predecessor.

- New Characters:
- Mary Poppins’ Cousin Topsy: A quirky character who brings chaos and fun.
- The Banks Children: Continue to learn and grow, facing new challenges with
Mary’s guidance.

Thematic Elements

Both works explore themes of childhood, imagination, and the importance of
family. However, Mary Poppins Comes Back delves deeper into the complexities
of growing up and the challenges children face as they navigate their worlds.

- Imagination vs. Reality:
- Mary encourages the children to embrace their creativity, often blurring
the lines between what is real and what is imaginary.

- Family Dynamics:
- The Banks family continues to evolve, with Mary Poppins acting as a
catalyst for their growth and understanding.

Impact on Culture and Society

Literary Influence

Mary Poppins has inspired countless works across various media. The original
books and their sequels remain a staple in children’s literature, celebrated
for their imaginative storytelling and rich language.



- Influence on Children’s Literature:
- The enchanting narrative style has encouraged authors to create similarly
whimsical characters and settings.

Film Legacy

The 1964 film adaptation set a high standard for family movies, blending
live-action with animation and musical numbers. The recent sequel, Mary
Poppins Returns, directed by Rob Marshall, pays homage to the original while
introducing a new generation to the character.

- Cultural Impact:
- The character of Mary Poppins has become an emblem of magic and nostalgia,
representing the joyful innocence of childhood.

Modern Interpretations

With the revival of interest in the character, various adaptations and
reinterpretations have emerged. The 2018 film, Mary Poppins Returns, starring
Emily Blunt, brought a fresh take on the beloved nanny while staying true to
the spirit of the original works.

Emily Blunt’s Portrayal

Blunt received acclaim for her portrayal, capturing the essence of Mary
Poppins while adding her unique flair. The film introduced new songs and
adventures, ensuring that the magic of Mary Poppins continues to resonate
with audiences.

- Key Elements of Mary Poppins Returns:
- Continuation of the Story: Set in the 1930s, it follows the now-grown Banks
children as they face new challenges.
- Themes of Resilience: The film emphasizes the importance of hope and family
during difficult times.

Challenges in Adaptation

Adapting such an iconic character for modern audiences comes with challenges.
Filmmakers must balance nostalgia with innovation, ensuring that the new
interpretations honor the original while appealing to contemporary viewers.

- Maintaining the Magic:
- Filmmakers strive to capture the whimsy of Travers’ works while bringing in



modern sensibilities.

- Audience Expectations:
- Fans of the original films and books have high expectations, making it
essential for adaptations to stay true to the character’s core values.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Mary Poppins

Mary Poppins and Mary Poppins Comes Back represent more than just children’s
stories; they are cultural touchstones that explore the complexities of
childhood, family, and imagination. The character of Mary Poppins transcends
generations, reminding us of the importance of joy, creativity, and the magic
that resides in everyday life. As new adaptations continue to emerge, Mary
Poppins remains a cherished figure, inviting each new audience to discover
the wonder that lies within her enchanting world.

In summary, the legacy of Mary Poppins endures, bridging the gap between
literature, film, and the hearts of many. Whether through the pages of
Travers' books or the vibrant scenes of film adaptations, Mary Poppins
continues to inspire and captivate, ensuring her place in the pantheon of
beloved characters for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'Mary Poppins'
and 'Mary Poppins Returns'?
Both films explore themes of family, imagination, and the importance of joy
and positivity in overcoming challenges.

How does 'Mary Poppins Returns' relate to the
original 'Mary Poppins' film?
Mary Poppins Returns is a sequel set 25 years after the original, featuring a
new generation of the Banks family while retaining the whimsical tone and
musical elements of the first film.

Who plays Mary Poppins in 'Mary Poppins Returns' and
how does her portrayal compare to Julie Andrews?
Emily Blunt plays Mary Poppins in the sequel, bringing her own interpretation
to the character while maintaining the charm and magical essence established
by Julie Andrews in the original film.



What role does music play in both 'Mary Poppins'
films?
Music is central to both films, with memorable songs that enhance
storytelling, convey emotions, and create a sense of nostalgia and magic.

What new characters are introduced in 'Mary Poppins
Returns'?
New characters include Jack, a lamplighter played by Lin-Manuel Miranda, and
the Banks children, John and Georgie, who face their own struggles in the
sequel.

How does 'Mary Poppins Returns' address the passage
of time since the original film?
The sequel acknowledges the changes in the world and in the Banks family,
reflecting on themes of loss, nostalgia, and the need for hope and
connection.

What visual styles or techniques are used in 'Mary
Poppins Returns' that differ from the original?
Mary Poppins Returns incorporates modern CGI effects alongside traditional
animation, creating a blend of live-action and animated sequences that
enhance the magical experience.

Are there any notable cameos or references to the
original 'Mary Poppins' in the sequel?
Yes, the sequel features cameos from original cast members like Dick Van Dyke
and includes nods to iconic elements from the first film, celebrating its
legacy.

What is the significance of the character Mary
Poppins in both films?
Mary Poppins serves as a magical caregiver and a catalyst for change, using
her unique abilities to help the families she encounters find joy and resolve
their issues.

How do critics and audiences compare the two films
in terms of their impact and legacy?
While the original is considered a classic with a lasting cultural impact,
'Mary Poppins Returns' has been praised for its heartfelt tribute to the



original, although opinions vary on its ability to capture the same magic.
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