
mary did you know song history
Mary Did You Know is a beloved contemporary Christmas song that has resonated with audiences
worldwide since its release. Written by Mark Lowry and Buddy Greene, the song captures a profound
message about the significance of Jesus Christ's birth and the miraculous nature of His life. This article
delves into the history of "Mary Did You Know," exploring its origins, impact, and enduring legacy in
the world of holiday music.

Origins of "Mary Did You Know"

"Mary Did You Know" was born out of a unique collaboration between Mark Lowry and Buddy Greene.

Mark Lowry: The Lyricist
Mark Lowry, a Christian comedian, and songwriter, wrote the lyrics in 1984. The inspiration for the
song came during a Christmas program at his church, where he was asked to create a piece that
would reflect the wonder of Jesus’ birth. Lowry's lyrics pose a series of rhetorical questions to Mary,
the mother of Jesus, highlighting the extraordinary nature of her son and the implications of His life
and mission.

Buddy Greene: The Composer
Buddy Greene, a talented musician and songwriter, came into the picture shortly after Lowry penned
the lyrics. Greene composed the music that would complement Lowry's poignant words. The song was
initially performed at a church in 1991, where it received an enthusiastic reception, quickly gaining
popularity in Christian circles.

The Song’s Evolution and Popularity

After its initial performance, "Mary Did You Know" began to circulate within the Christian music
community. Over the years, the song has been covered by numerous artists across various genres,
contributing to its widespread appeal.

Notable Recordings
Some of the most notable recordings of "Mary Did You Know" include:

Michael English (1991): The first major recording of the song, featured on his self-titled debut1.
album, helped to introduce "Mary Did You Know" to a broader audience.

CeCe Winans (1996): The renowned gospel singer's version brought a soulful interpretation,2.



further cementing the song's place in contemporary Christian music.

Pentatonix (2014): The a cappella group’s rendition gained immense popularity, showcasing3.
their vocal harmonies and introducing the song to a new generation.

Katherine Jenkins (2016): The Welsh mezzo-soprano added a classical touch to the song,4.
widening its appeal beyond the Christian music genre.

Impact on Christmas Music
"Mary Did You Know" has become a staple in Christmas music repertoire, often performed in church
services, concerts, and holiday gatherings. Its poignant message resonates deeply with listeners,
encouraging reflection on the significance of Jesus' birth. The song's emotional depth and beautiful
melody have contributed to its lasting popularity, making it a modern classic.

Interpretation and Themes

The lyrics of "Mary Did You Know" are rich with theological implications, inviting listeners to consider
the miraculous nature of Christ's life. The song emphasizes several key themes:

The Mother’s Perspective
The song uniquely positions Mary as the central figure, prompting listeners to empathize with her
experience as the mother of the Messiah. It raises questions about her understanding of the
significance of her child, asking:

Did she realize He was the Son of God?

Did she know that He would perform miracles?

Did she understand the impact He would have on the world?

This perspective encourages a deeper contemplation of the emotions and challenges Mary faced.

The Miraculous Nature of Christ
Another essential theme is the miraculous nature of Jesus' life. The song acknowledges His divine
attributes and the weight of His mission. It invites listeners to reflect on the implications of Jesus
being both fully human and fully divine, a duality that remains a cornerstone of Christian theology.



Legacy and Cultural Impact

As "Mary Did You Know" has grown in popularity, it has also influenced various aspects of culture,
particularly during the holiday season.

Performance Traditions
The song is frequently performed in churches, schools, and community events during Christmas.
Many choirs and ensembles include it in their holiday repertoires, often arranging it for different vocal
ranges and styles.

Media Appearances
"Mary Did You Know" has been featured in various media formats, including:

Television specials and Christmas concerts

Films and documentaries that focus on the Christmas story

Religious programming and events

These appearances have helped to further cement its place in Christmas traditions and have
introduced the song to audiences who may not typically engage with contemporary Christian music.

Conclusion

The history of "Mary Did You Know" is a testament to the power of collaboration and the enduring
impact of music in expressing faith and emotion. From its humble beginnings in a church program to
its status as a modern Christmas classic, the song continues to inspire and resonate with audiences
around the world. Its profound questions and beautiful melodies invite listeners to reflect on the
miracle of Christmas and the significance of Jesus’ life, ensuring that "Mary Did You Know" will remain
a cherished part of holiday celebrations for years to come.

As we listen to this song during the Christmas season, we are reminded of the importance of
reflection and understanding the deeper meanings behind the birth of Christ. The legacy of "Mary Did
You Know" endures, reminding us of the wonder of the Christmas story and the profound role of Mary
in that narrative.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who wrote the song 'Mary, Did You Know?'
The song 'Mary, Did You Know?' was written by Mark Lowry and Buddy Greene in 1991.

What inspired Mark Lowry to write 'Mary, Did You Know?'
Mark Lowry was inspired to write the song after contemplating the Christmas story and the
significance of Mary as the mother of Jesus.

When was 'Mary, Did You Know?' first recorded?
The song was first recorded by Michael English in 1991 for his self-titled debut album.

Why has 'Mary, Did You Know?' become a popular Christmas
song?
The song has become popular due to its poignant lyrics that reflect on the identity of Jesus and the
profound role of Mary, resonating with many listeners during the Christmas season.

Which artists have covered 'Mary, Did You Know?'
Numerous artists have covered 'Mary, Did You Know?', including Pentatonix, CeeLo Green, and Carrie
Underwood, among others.

What themes are prominent in 'Mary, Did You Know?'
The song features themes of faith, the miraculous nature of Jesus' birth, and the emotional journey of
Mary as a mother.

Has 'Mary, Did You Know?' received any awards or
recognitions?
While the song itself has not won major awards, it has been widely recognized and beloved in
Christian music circles, contributing to its legacy as a contemporary Christmas classic.
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