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Maruki Boss Fight Guide: As players embark on the thrilling journey of Persona 5 Royal,
one of the most challenging encounters they will face is the Maruki boss fight. Renowned
for his intricate mechanics and unique abilities, Maruki serves as a significant test of
strategy and preparation. In this guide, we will delve into the best strategies, character
builds, and tactics to help you conquer this formidable foe.

Understanding Maruki

Maruki is not just any typical boss; he is a pivotal character within the narrative of
Persona 5 Royal. As the final antagonist, his motivations and abilities are deeply woven
into the themes of choice, reality, and desire. Understanding his character can provide
deeper insight into the strategies needed to defeat him.

Background and Abilities

Maruki possesses a unique set of skills that reflects his role as a psychologist. His abilities
can manipulate reality and affect the party in various ways. Here are some key attributes:

1. Psychological Manipulation: Maruki can alter the battlefield, creating conditions that
may confuse or debilitate the party.
2. Status Effects: He frequently employs status ailments, such as Fear and Confusion,
making him a tactical opponent.
3. Healing Abilities: Maruki can heal himself and his allies, extending the battle and
requiring players to adapt their strategies.

Preparation for the Fight

Preparation is crucial when facing Maruki. Here are some steps to ensure you are ready
for the challenge:

Leveling Up Your Characters

Ensure your party members are at least level 90 before engaging Maruki. This will
maximize their stats and abilities. Focus on the following:

- Maxing Out Social Links: Prioritize building relationships with your team members to
enhance their abilities.
- Fusing Strong Personas: Aim for high-level Personas with critical skills, especially those
that resist or nullify Maruki's attacks.



Recommended Equipment

Equip your characters with the best gear available. Here are some recommendations:

- Weapons: Use weapons that increase critical hit chances or those that exploit Maruki’s
weaknesses.
- Armor: Select armor that provides resistance to psychological effects and boosts your
characters’ defense.
- Accessories: Opt for accessories that enhance agility or provide immunity to status
ailments.

Battle Strategy

The Maruki boss fight is divided into multiple phases, each requiring different strategies.
Understanding these phases is essential for victory.

Phase One: The Psychological Duel

In the initial phase, Maruki will focus on psychological manipulation. Here’s how to deal
with it:

1. Prioritize Buffs: Start by using skills that boost your team’s attack and defense.
Characters like Makoto can provide excellent support here.
2. Debilitate Maruki: Utilize skills that lower his defenses. This will make your attacks
more effective.
3. Watch for Status Effects: Be prepared for Maruki’s attempts to inflict status ailments.
Have items or skills ready to cure these effects.

Phase Two: The Reality Shift

As the battle progresses, Maruki will enter a new phase where he begins to alter the
battlefield. His attacks become more unpredictable:

- Maintain Mobility: Keep your characters spread out to avoid hitting multiple allies with
AoE attacks.
- Exploit Weaknesses: Identify and exploit Maruki's elemental weaknesses. Use skills that
can inflict heavy damage based on his vulnerabilities.
- Heal Regularly: Keep an eye on your team’s health. Use healing items and spells,
especially when Maruki unleashes powerful attacks.

Phase Three: The Final Stand



In the final phase, Maruki will unleash his most powerful abilities. This is where your
strategy will be put to the ultimate test:

1. Focus Fire: Concentrate your attacks on Maruki to bring down his health quickly. Use
your strongest skills in combination for maximum damage.
2. Counteract Healing: Be prepared for Maruki to heal himself. Use skills that can block or
negate his healing abilities.
3. Keep Buffs Active: Maintain your buffs throughout this phase. If a character has an
ability to refresh buffs, utilize it strategically.

Character Roles and Recommendations

Each character in Persona 5 Royal has unique skills that can be advantageous in the
Maruki boss fight. Here’s a breakdown of effective roles:

Attackers

- Ren Amamiya (Joker): Utilize Joker for his versatility and ability to switch Personas to
exploit weaknesses.
- Ryuji Sakamoto: Great for physical damage; ensure he has skills that can hit hard and
potentially crit.

Support and Healers

- Makoto Niijima: Excellent for buffs and debuffs; use her to strengthen your team while
weakening Maruki.
- Ann Takamaki: She can deal significant damage with her fire attacks and provide healing
when needed.

Defensive Roles

- Yusuke Kitagawa: Use him to absorb damage and counterattack when possible.
- Futaba Sakura: Her support skills can help with evasion and buffing the team’s agility.

Post-Battle Considerations

After defeating Maruki, take a moment to reflect on your strategy and the lessons learned
from the encounter. Here are a few tips:

- Review Your Team Composition: Assess which characters performed well and which may
need more focus in future battles.



- Consider New Strategies: Experiment with different team setups in future encounters to
diversify your approach.
- Reflect on the Story: Maruki’s fight is deeply tied to the narrative. Engage with the
themes presented to enhance your overall experience.

Conclusion

The Maruki boss fight in Persona 5 Royal is not just a test of skill but also a culmination of
the narrative's themes. By understanding his mechanics, preparing adequately, and
employing effective strategies, players can overcome this formidable challenge. Approach
the battle with confidence and creativity, and you will emerge victorious. Remember, each
attempt can teach you something new, so don’t hesitate to adapt and refine your tactics as
you engage with this compelling encounter. Good luck!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the recommended level to face Maruki in the
boss fight?
It is recommended to be at least level 80 to have a fair chance against Maruki.

What are the best strategies to defeat Maruki?
Focus on exploiting his weaknesses with elemental attacks, and make sure to manage your
party's health and buffs effectively.

Which characters are most effective against Maruki?
Characters like Joker, Makoto, and Haru are particularly effective due to their high
damage output and support abilities.

What are Maruki's main attack patterns to watch for?
Maruki uses powerful single-target attacks, AoE damage, and status effects, so be
prepared to heal and buff your team.

Are there any specific Personas that work well against
Maruki?
Using Personas with high resistance to his attacks, such as Thoth or Metatron, can
significantly help mitigate damage.



How can I prepare my team before the Maruki boss
fight?
Make sure to stock up on healing items, set up your best skill combinations, and equip
accessories that boost elemental resistances.

What is the best time to use buffs during the Maruki
fight?
Use buffs early in the fight to increase your damage output and defense, especially before
he uses his powerful attacks.

Can I skip the Maruki boss fight?
No, the Maruki boss fight is a pivotal part of the storyline and cannot be skipped.

What rewards do I get for defeating Maruki?
Defeating Maruki grants significant experience points, a unique item, and progression in
the game’s storyline.
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