
marlin 1895 guide gun big loop
Marlin 1895 Guide Gun Big Loop is a remarkable lever-action rifle designed for hard-hitting
performance and ease of use in rugged conditions. This firearm has earned a dedicated following
among hunters, sporting enthusiasts, and collectors, thanks to its blend of historical design and
modern functionality. In this article, we will delve into the features, advantages, historical context,
and practical applications of the Marlin 1895 Guide Gun Big Loop, providing a comprehensive
overview of why this rifle stands out in the world of firearms.

Overview of the Marlin 1895 Guide Gun

The Marlin 1895 Guide Gun is a continuation of the Marlin lever-action rifle legacy, originally
designed in the late 19th century. The Guide Gun variant, introduced in the 1990s, is tailored
specifically for hunters who require a reliable and powerful firearm capable of taking down large
game. Its design includes several features that enhance its performance in the field.

Key Features

1. Caliber Options: The Marlin 1895 Guide Gun is primarily chambered in .45-70 Government, a
cartridge known for its stopping power and effectiveness against large game such as deer, elk, and
bear. There are also models available in .450 Marlin, which provides increased velocity and energy.

2. Big Loop Lever: One of the most distinctive features of this firearm is the oversized "Big Loop"
lever. This design allows for easier manipulation of the lever, particularly while wearing gloves or in
adverse weather conditions. It also enhances the overall aesthetic appeal of the rifle.

3. Barrel Length: The Guide Gun typically features a 18.5-inch barrel, providing a balance between
maneuverability and accuracy. This shorter barrel length makes it an ideal choice for close-quarters
hunting in dense woods or brush.

4. Sights: The rifle comes equipped with a combination of a front bead sight and a rear adjustable
sight, providing hunters with quick target acquisition. Some models may offer options for mounting
a scope, allowing for further customization.

5. Construction: The Marlin 1895 Guide Gun is built with a solid, robust design, featuring a blued
steel finish and hardwood stock. This construction makes it durable and capable of withstanding the
rigors of outdoor use.

Historical Context

To fully appreciate the Marlin 1895 Guide Gun, it is essential to consider its historical roots. Marlin
Firearms has a long-standing legacy in the manufacturing of lever-action rifles, dating back to the
1870s. The original Marlin 1895 was introduced as a response to the growing demand for a powerful



rifle capable of taking down larger game animals.

The .45-70 Government cartridge was developed for the U.S. Army in the late 19th century and was
soon adopted by hunters for its effectiveness. Over the years, the Marlin 1895 has undergone
various modifications and improvements, with the Guide Gun variant representing a modern
interpretation of this classic design.

Evolution of the Guide Gun

The Guide Gun was introduced to meet the needs of modern hunters who often venture into remote
areas where quick handling and stopping power are crucial. Its design incorporates lessons learned
from decades of use and feedback from hunters. Features that distinguish it from previous models
include:

- Shorter Barrel: Designed for enhanced maneuverability.
- Big Loop Lever: Improves handling and usability under diverse conditions.
- Improved Sights: Allows for quicker target acquisition in challenging environments.

These enhancements have made the Marlin 1895 Guide Gun a popular choice for both seasoned
hunters and newcomers alike.

Advantages of the Marlin 1895 Guide Gun Big Loop

The Marlin 1895 Guide Gun Big Loop offers several advantages that make it a compelling option for
hunters and shooters:

1. Versatility in Hunting

- Effective Range: The .45-70 Government cartridge is capable of taking down a variety of game,
making the Guide Gun suitable for different hunting scenarios.
- Compact Design: The shorter barrel length makes it easy to navigate through dense forests or tight
spaces, while still providing accuracy.

2. Ease of Use

- Big Loop Lever: The oversized lever allows for smooth operation, even with gloved hands, ensuring
quick follow-up shots when necessary.
- Lightweight: The rifle is relatively light, making it easy to carry on long treks through the
wilderness.



3. Reliability and Durability

- Robust Construction: The combination of steel and hardwood ensures that the rifle can withstand
harsh conditions and rough handling.
- Simple Mechanism: Lever-action rifles have fewer moving parts than semi-automatic firearms,
leading to fewer mechanical failures.

Practical Applications

The Marlin 1895 Guide Gun Big Loop is designed with practical applications in mind. Its features
cater to a variety of hunting styles and environments.

1. Big Game Hunting

Hunters targeting large game such as elk, moose, or bears will find the .45-70 Government cartridge
to be an excellent choice. Its stopping power and effectiveness ensure that hunters can make clean,
ethical shots.

2. Brush Hunting

In dense timberland or brushy areas, the compact size and quick handling of the Guide Gun make it
an ideal choice. The Big Loop lever allows for rapid cycling of rounds, which can be crucial when a
quick follow-up shot is needed.

3. Cowboy Action Shooting

The Marlin 1895 Guide Gun's classic design and historical significance make it a popular choice for
cowboy action shooting competitions. Many shooters appreciate the aesthetics and performance of
this lever-action rifle in a competitive setting.

Care and Maintenance

To ensure optimal performance and longevity of the Marlin 1895 Guide Gun, regular maintenance is
essential. Here are some care tips:

1. Cleaning: After each use, clean the barrel and action to remove fouling and debris. Use a cleaning
rod, patches, and solvent designed for firearms.

2. Lubrication: Apply a light coat of gun oil to moving parts to prevent rust and ensure smooth
operation.



3. Inspection: Regularly inspect the wood stock and metal parts for signs of wear or damage.
Address any issues promptly to maintain the rifle's functionality.

4. Storage: Store the firearm in a dry, cool place, preferably in a gun safe, to protect it from
moisture and potential damage.

Conclusion

The Marlin 1895 Guide Gun Big Loop is a testament to the enduring appeal of lever-action rifles in
the world of hunting and shooting. With its powerful caliber, user-friendly design, and rugged
construction, it is well-suited for a variety of hunting scenarios and outdoor activities. Whether you
are an experienced hunter or a newcomer to the sport, the Marlin 1895 Guide Gun offers a timeless
blend of tradition and functionality that is hard to beat. As you consider your options in lever-action
rifles, the Guide Gun stands out as a reliable choice that has proven its worth across generations of
hunters.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Marlin 1895 Guide Gun with Big Loop designed
for?
The Marlin 1895 Guide Gun with Big Loop is primarily designed for big game hunting, offering a
robust and reliable lever-action rifle that can handle heavy recoil and powerful ammunition.

What advantages does the Big Loop lever provide on the
Marlin 1895?
The Big Loop lever on the Marlin 1895 allows for easier operation, especially while wearing gloves
or in cold weather, making it quicker and more efficient to cycle rounds.

What calibers are available for the Marlin 1895 Guide Gun?
The Marlin 1895 Guide Gun is typically available in .45-70 Government, a popular caliber known for
its stopping power and effectiveness against large game.

How does the Marlin 1895 Guide Gun perform in terms of
accuracy?
The Marlin 1895 Guide Gun is known for its good accuracy, especially with appropriate ammunition,
making it a favored choice among hunters for taking precise shots at significant distances.

What is the typical weight of the Marlin 1895 Guide Gun?
The Marlin 1895 Guide Gun typically weighs around 7.5 to 8 pounds, depending on the specific



model and features, providing a balance between stability and portability.

Are there aftermarket accessories available for the Marlin
1895 Guide Gun?
Yes, there are numerous aftermarket accessories available for the Marlin 1895 Guide Gun, including
upgraded sights, slings, and custom stocks, allowing owners to personalize their rifles.
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