marigolds answer key

Marigolds answer key plays a pivotal role in understanding the themes,
characters, and symbolism present in the short story "Marigolds" by Eugenia
W. Collier. This poignant narrative explores the transition from childhood to
adulthood, the complexities of poverty, and the bittersweet nature of growing
up. In this article, we will delve into the primary elements of "Marigolds,"
providing insights that can help readers interpret the story's deeper
meanings, along with an answer key that highlights key questions and themes.

Overview of "Marigolds"

"Marigolds" is set during the Great Depression in a rural area of the United
States. The protagonist, a young girl named Lizabeth, grapples with her
feelings of confusion and frustration as she moves from the innocence of
childhood into the harsh realities of adulthood. The story is rich in
symbolism, with marigolds representing hope and beauty amidst despair.

Key Themes

The narrative touches on several themes that resonate deeply with readers.
Here are the most prominent ones:

1. Transition from Childhood to Adulthood: The story captures the struggle
of growing up, characterized by the loss of innocence and the
realization of social injustices.

2. Empathy and Understanding: Lizabeth learns the importance of compassion
and understanding toward others, particularly when she reflects on the
life and struggles of Miss Lottie, the caretaker of the marigolds.

3. Hope and Despair: The marigolds symbolize hope in a difficult
environment, representing the possibility of beauty and joy even in dire
circumstances.

4. Poverty and Social Inequality: The setting of the story highlights the
impact of poverty on the characters' lives and relationships,
illustrating how it shapes their experiences and outlook on life.



Characters Analysis

Understanding the characters is crucial to grasping the essence of
"Marigolds." Each character brings a unique perspective to the story and
contributes to its thematic depth.

Lizabeth

Lizabeth is the protagonist whose journey from childhood to adulthood serves
as the focal point of the story. Her character embodies the conflict between
innocence and the harsh realities of life. As she navigates her emotions,
Lizabeth experiences a range of feelings, including anger, confusion, and
ultimately, understanding.

Miss Lottie

Miss Lottie is a pivotal character representing resilience and hope. She
tends to the marigolds in her garden, which stand out amidst the bleakness of
her surroundings. Through her interactions with Lizabeth, Miss Lottie becomes
a symbol of the beauty that can exist even in difficult circumstances.

Other Characters

The supporting characters, such as Lizabeth's family and friends, serve to
highlight the societal issues faced by the community. They provide a backdrop
against which Lizabeth's internal struggles and growth are set.

Symbolism in "Marigolds"

Symbolism is a key component of "Marigolds," enriching the narrative and

providing deeper layers of meaning.

The Marigolds

The marigolds represent beauty, hope, and the possibility of change. They
contrast starkly with the surrounding environment, symbolizing the potential
for growth and joy even in difficult times. Lizabeth’s relationship with the
marigolds evolves throughout the story, mirroring her own development.



Dust and Despair

The dust and barren landscape surrounding the characters symbolize the
struggles and hardships of their lives. This setting reinforces the themes of
poverty and hopelessness, contrasting sharply with the vibrant marigolds.

Marigolds Answer Key

To facilitate a deeper understanding of the story, here is an answer key to
some common questions regarding "Marigolds."

Comprehension Questions

1. What does Lizabeth's destruction of the marigolds signify?

- Lizabeth's act of tearing up the marigolds represents her internal conflict
and the pain of growing up. It is a moment of rebellion against the
complexities of adulthood and her inability to cope with her emotions.

2. How does Lizabeth's perception of Miss Lottie change throughout the story?
- Initially, Lizabeth views Miss Lottie with disdain, associating her with
poverty and hardship. However, as the story progresses, she begins to
understand and empathize with Miss Lottie's struggles, realizing the
significance of the marigolds in her life.

3. What role does the setting play in the story?

- The setting underscores the themes of poverty and despair. The desolate
environment contrasts with the beauty of the marigolds, emphasizing the
struggle for hope in a challenging world.

Analysis Questions

1. Discuss the significance of the title "Marigolds."

- The title highlights the central symbol of the story, representing hope and
beauty in a bleak environment. It serves as a reminder of the importance of
maintaining hope, even in difficult times.

2. How does the author use imagery to enhance the narrative?

- Collier employs vivid imagery to paint a picture of the contrasting
environments, using descriptions of the marigolds to evoke feelings of warmth
and hope while juxtaposing them with the harshness of the surrounding
landscape.

3. In what ways does Lizabeth's character development reflect broader
societal issues?



- Lizabeth's journey reflects the broader themes of social inequality and the
loss of innocence faced by many children in impoverished communities. Her
growth signifies the need for empathy and understanding in the face of
adversity.

Conclusion

In "Marigolds," Eugenia W. Collier masterfully explores the complexities of
growing up through the lens of a young girl navigating her emotions and
experiences. The story's rich themes, compelling characters, and poignant
symbolism invite readers to reflect on their own journeys from childhood to
adulthood. The marigolds answer key provided in this article serves as a
valuable tool for readers seeking to deepen their understanding of the
narrative, encouraging them to engage with the text on a more profound level.
By examining the intricacies of the story, readers can appreciate the
enduring messages of hope, empathy, and resilience that continue to resonate
today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Marigolds'?

'Marigolds' explores themes of innocence, coming of age, and the loss of
childhood as the protagonist navigates the complexities of growing up.

Who is the main character in 'Marigolds' and what is
her journey?

The main character, Lizabeth, undergoes a journey of self-discovery and
maturity as she grapples with her emotions, leading to a pivotal moment of
understanding about compassion and empathy.

How do marigolds symbolize growth and change in the
story?

Marigolds symbolize hope, beauty, and the potential for growth amidst
adversity, reflecting Lizabeth's internal transformation and her emerging
understanding of the world.

What role does the setting play in 'Marigolds'?

The setting of the dusty, impoverished town enhances the themes of struggle
and resilience, contrasting with the vibrant marigolds that represent beauty
and aspiration.



How does the author use imagery in 'Marigolds'?

The author employs vivid imagery to evoke emotions and highlight contrasts,
particularly between the harsh realities of Lizabeth's environment and the
vibrant life of the marigolds.
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