
march book two john lewis
march book two john lewis is a pivotal graphic novel that continues the compelling
autobiographical trilogy by civil rights icon John Lewis, co-written with Andrew Aydin and
illustrated by Nate Powell. This second installment delves deeper into the turbulent period
of the early 1960s, chronicling the escalating struggle for racial equality and justice in
America. Through vivid illustrations and powerful storytelling, March Book Two John
Lewis captures critical moments such as the Freedom Rides, the sit-ins, and the formation
of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). This article explores the
historical context, narrative elements, artistic style, and the overall impact of the book in
the realm of civil rights literature. Readers will gain insight into how March Book Two
John Lewis serves as both an educational tool and an inspiring testament to the resilience
of the human spirit. The following sections will provide a detailed examination of the
book’s background, themes, characters, and reception.

Historical Context of March Book Two John Lewis

Narrative and Themes

Artistic Style and Illustration

Impact and Reception

Historical Context of March Book Two John Lewis

March Book Two John Lewis is set against the backdrop of the early 1960s, a period
marked by significant civil rights activism and social upheaval in the United States. This
era witnessed the intensification of efforts to dismantle segregation and racial
discrimination, particularly in the South. The book highlights key historical events and
organizations that played a crucial role during this time.

The Freedom Rides

The Freedom Rides were a series of integrated bus trips through southern states to
challenge segregation in interstate bus terminals. March Book Two John Lewis vividly
portrays the dangerous and courageous actions of activists who risked their lives to
confront entrenched racism. These rides were met with violent opposition but succeeded
in drawing national attention to civil rights abuses.



Formation of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC)

The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, or SNCC, emerged as a vital force in the
civil rights movement during this period. March Book Two John Lewis details the
formation of SNCC and its role in organizing sit-ins, freedom rides, and voter registration
drives. John Lewis himself was a founding member, and the book provides a firsthand
account of the committee’s strategies and challenges.

Key Legislation and Social Climate

The early 1960s were also marked by significant legislative battles and social tensions.
The book contextualizes the activism within the broader struggle for civil rights
legislation, including efforts that would lead to the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The social
climate described in March Book Two John Lewis reflects both the hope and the hostility
faced by activists.

Narrative and Themes

The narrative of March Book Two John Lewis continues the autobiographical journey of
John Lewis, emphasizing themes of courage, justice, and nonviolent resistance. The
storytelling combines personal experiences with broader historical events, offering
readers an immersive understanding of the civil rights movement.

Personal Courage and Sacrifice

One of the central themes in March Book Two John Lewis is the personal courage required
to confront systemic injustice. The book depicts numerous instances of physical danger,
imprisonment, and social ostracism faced by activists. This theme underscores the
sacrifices made by individuals committed to the cause of equality.

Nonviolent Resistance

The philosophy of nonviolence is a cornerstone of the civil rights movement and is
prominently featured throughout March Book Two John Lewis. The narrative demonstrates
how nonviolent tactics were employed strategically to expose the brutality of segregation
and discrimination, creating a moral imperative for change.



Hope and Determination

Despite the hardships, March Book Two John Lewis conveys a message of hope and
determination. The persistence of activists and their unwavering belief in justice are
portrayed as driving forces behind the progress achieved during this era.

Major Events Covered

Freedom Rides and their impact

Organizing sit-ins at segregated lunch counters

Challenges faced by SNCC members

Encounters with law enforcement and opposition groups

Artistic Style and Illustration

The visual storytelling in March Book Two John Lewis is a significant aspect of its impact.
Nate Powell’s illustrations combine expressive line work with a realistic approach that
enhances the narrative’s emotional depth. The art style supports the serious tone of the
book while making the historical events accessible to a broad audience.

Visual Narrative Techniques

Nate Powell employs a variety of visual techniques to convey mood, tension, and
movement. The use of black and white artwork emphasizes the stark realities of
segregation and racial violence. Careful panel composition and pacing guide readers
through complex scenes with clarity and intensity.

Character Representation

The illustrations capture the humanity of the figures involved, from the determined
expression of John Lewis to the fearful reactions of those opposing civil rights activism.
This focus on character detail helps readers connect emotionally with the story and its
historical significance.



Symbolism and Imagery

Throughout March Book Two John Lewis, symbolic imagery is used to reinforce themes of
struggle and hope. For example, recurring motifs such as raised fists and peaceful
protests visually anchor the narrative in the broader civil rights movement.

Impact and Reception

Since its publication, March Book Two John Lewis has received widespread acclaim for its
educational value, historical accuracy, and artistic merit. It is recognized as an essential
work for understanding the civil rights movement through a personal lens.

Critical Acclaim

The graphic novel has been praised by historians, educators, and literary critics alike. Its
combination of firsthand narrative and compelling visuals has been highlighted as a
powerful means of engaging readers with complex historical issues.

Educational Use

March Book Two John Lewis is widely used in academic settings to teach civil rights
history and social justice. Its accessible format appeals to students and educators seeking
a dynamic approach to learning about this critical era.

Influence on Popular Culture

The book has contributed to a resurgence of interest in graphic novels as a serious literary
medium. It has inspired adaptations, discussions, and further works that explore civil
rights themes through visual storytelling.

Key Achievements

Winning awards for graphic literature and civil rights education

Inclusion in school curricula nationwide

Recognition for promoting nonviolent activism principles



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'March: Book Two' by John Lewis about?
'March: Book Two' is a graphic memoir by John Lewis that chronicles his experiences as a
young civil rights leader during the 1960s, focusing on the Freedom Rides, the Nashville
sit-ins, and the Selma voting rights campaign.

Who collaborated with John Lewis on 'March: Book
Two'?
John Lewis collaborated with co-writer Andrew Aydin and illustrator Nate Powell to create
'March: Book Two.'

What themes are explored in 'March: Book Two'?
'March: Book Two' explores themes such as racial injustice, nonviolent protest, civil rights
activism, courage, and the struggle for voting rights.

Is 'March: Book Two' suitable for young readers?
Yes, 'March: Book Two' is suitable for young readers, especially middle school and high
school students, as it educates about civil rights history in an accessible graphic novel
format.

How does 'March: Book Two' fit within the overall
'March' trilogy?
'March: Book Two' is the second installment in the 'March' trilogy, continuing John Lewis's
story from the first book and leading into the final volume that covers later events in the
civil rights movement.

What historical events are depicted in 'March: Book
Two'?
'March: Book Two' depicts key events such as the Freedom Rides, the Nashville sit-ins,
and the Selma to Montgomery marches.

Has 'March: Book Two' received any awards or
recognition?
'March: Book Two' has received critical acclaim and several awards, including the Coretta
Scott King Author Honor and National Book Award finalist recognition.



Where can I purchase or read 'March: Book Two' by
John Lewis?
'March: Book Two' can be purchased at major bookstores, online retailers like Amazon,
and is available in many public and school libraries.

Additional Resources
1. March: Book One
This graphic memoir by John Lewis, Andrew Aydin, and Nate Powell recounts the early
years of Lewis’s involvement in the Civil Rights Movement. It covers his childhood, his
meeting with Martin Luther King Jr., and his participation in the Nashville sit-ins. The
book provides a powerful and personal perspective on the fight against racial segregation.

2. March: Book Three
The concluding volume of the March trilogy details the passage of the Voting Rights Act
and the continued struggles faced by the Civil Rights Movement. It highlights pivotal
moments like the Selma to Montgomery marches and the ongoing commitment of John
Lewis and his fellow activists. The graphic format makes the history accessible and
impactful.

3. Selma, Lord, Selma: Girlhood Memories of the Civil Rights Days
By Sheyann Webb and Rachel West Nelson, this memoir offers a child’s perspective on the
Selma voting rights movement. The book captures the courage and determination of
young activists who marched alongside leaders like John Lewis. It’s an inspiring account of
bravery and hope during a turbulent time.

4. Freedom Riders: 1961 and the Struggle for Racial Justice
Authored by Raymond Arsenault, this book chronicles the courageous Freedom Riders
who challenged segregation in interstate bus travel. It provides detailed historical context
and personal stories that complement the themes explored in March. The book illustrates
the nationwide impact of grassroots activism.

5. The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration
By Isabel Wilkerson, this Pulitzer Prize-winning work tells the story of the migration of
African Americans from the South to northern and western cities. It provides essential
background on the social and economic conditions that shaped the Civil Rights Movement.
The narrative deepens understanding of the era depicted in March.

6. My Soul Is Rested: Movement Days in the Deep South Remembered
Written by Howell Raines, this oral history compiles firsthand accounts of Civil Rights
activists in the South. The voices of those who experienced the struggle add emotional
depth to the history found in March. It’s a valuable resource for understanding the
personal sacrifices made during the movement.

7. Eyes on the Prize: America's Civil Rights Years, 1954-1965
This companion book to the acclaimed documentary series provides a comprehensive
overview of the major events and figures in the Civil Rights Movement. It includes
photographs, interviews, and detailed essays that enrich the narrative of March. The book



is both a historical reference and a tribute to the movement’s leaders.

8. Parting the Waters: America in the King Years 1954-63
Taylor Branch’s Pulitzer Prize-winning volume explores the rise of Martin Luther King Jr.
and the early years of the Civil Rights Movement. It offers a thorough examination of the
political and social forces that shaped the era. This detailed history complements John
Lewis’s personal story in March.

9. Walking with the Wind: A Memoir of the Movement
John Lewis’s own memoir provides a deeper look into his life and activism beyond the
graphic trilogy. It captures his philosophy, struggles, and the lessons learned throughout
his lifelong commitment to justice. The book is an inspiring account of perseverance and
leadership in the fight for civil rights.
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