
manning clark a history of australia

manning clark a history of australia stands as one of the most significant and comprehensive
works chronicling the vast and complex history of Australia. This monumental series, written by
historian Manning Clark, offers an in-depth exploration of Australia’s development from its earliest
indigenous cultures to modern times. Known for its detailed narrative and critical analysis, the work
reflects Clark’s unique perspective on Australian identity, society, and politics. Throughout the
volumes, Manning Clark provides not only a historical account but also an interpretation of the
nation’s evolving character. This article delves into the background of the series, its thematic scope,
critical reception, and its enduring influence on Australian historiography. The following sections will
guide readers through the essential aspects of Manning Clark’s magnum opus, highlighting its
importance in understanding Australia's past.
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Background and Author Biography

Manning Clark, born in 1915, was an Australian historian renowned for his ambitious attempt to
narrate the entirety of Australia’s history in a single multi-volume series. Educated at the University of
Melbourne and later at Oxford University, Clark combined rigorous academic training with a
passionate interest in Australia’s cultural and political development. His career as a historian spanned
several decades, during which he held academic positions and became a prominent public
intellectual. Manning Clark a history of australia began as a project driven by his desire to provide a
comprehensive and accessible account of the nation’s past, blending scholarly research with literary
narrative techniques.

Scope and Structure of the Series

The series, officially titled A History of Australia, comprises six volumes published between 1962 and
1987. It covers Australian history from the earliest indigenous societies to the late 20th century,
making it one of the most extensive historical undertakings on the subject. Each volume focuses on
distinct periods, allowing for a detailed and chronological examination of key events and
transformations.



Volume Breakdown

The six volumes can be summarized as follows:

Volume 1: From the Earliest Times to 1915 – Covers Indigenous Australia, European
exploration, colonization, and the federation period.

Volume 2: The Story of a People 1915–1942 – Focuses on World War I, the interwar years, and
the onset of World War II.

Volume 3: The Earth Abideth 1942–1967 – Examines post-war reconstruction and social
changes.

Volume 4: The Old Dead Tree and the Young Tree Green 1967–1980 – Discusses cultural shifts
and political developments.

Volume 5: The Middle Years 1980–1987 – Covers contemporary history up to the late 1980s.

Volume 6: The Last Volume – Includes supplementary materials and reflections on Australian
identity.

Each volume interweaves political, social, cultural, and economic history, providing a holistic view of
Australia’s growth.

Historical Themes and Interpretations

Manning Clark a history of australia is characterized by its thematic depth and interpretative richness.
Clark was interested not only in events but also in the underlying forces shaping Australian society.
His work highlights themes such as colonization, Indigenous displacement, national identity, class
struggles, and the role of political figures.

Indigenous History and Colonization

Clark placed significant emphasis on the history of Indigenous Australians, portraying their cultures
and the profound impact of European colonization. He acknowledged the violence and dispossession
experienced by Aboriginal peoples, bringing these narratives into mainstream historical discourse.

National Identity and Culture

The series explores how Australian identity evolved through the interaction of British colonial



heritage, immigrant influences, and indigenous cultures. Clark’s narrative often reflects on the
tensions between these elements and the search for a distinct national character.

Political and Social Analysis

Manning Clark critically analyzed political developments, including the formation of government
institutions, labor movements, and Australia’s role in global conflicts. His interpretation frequently
challenged traditional nationalist and conservative perspectives, offering a nuanced critique of power
and society.

Critical Reception and Controversies

Upon publication, Manning Clark a history of australia received both acclaim and criticism. It was
praised for its ambitious scope, literary quality, and comprehensive research. However, Clark’s
interpretations, particularly his political views and portrayal of historical figures, sparked debate
among historians and the public.

Academic Critique

Some scholars argued that Clark’s work exhibited bias, especially his alleged left-leaning political
stance, which they claimed influenced his historical judgments. Critics also questioned the accuracy
of certain interpretations and the selective use of sources.

Public and Cultural Impact

Despite controversies, the series became a foundational text in Australian history education and
popular understanding. Its accessible narrative style broadened its appeal beyond academia, shaping
public perceptions of Australia’s past.

Legacy and Influence on Australian Historiography

Manning Clark a history of australia remains a landmark in the study of Australian history. It set new
standards for historiographical depth and narrative engagement and inspired subsequent generations
of historians to adopt interdisciplinary and critical approaches.



Enduring Contributions

The series helped to integrate Indigenous perspectives into mainstream history, encouraged debate
on national identity, and emphasized the importance of social and cultural dimensions in historical
analysis.

Influence on Later Works

Many contemporary historians acknowledge Clark’s influence in shaping the field, even when
diverging from his interpretations. His work paved the way for more inclusive and reflective histories
of Australia.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Manning Clark and what is his significance in
Australian history?
Manning Clark was a prominent Australian historian known for his multi-volume work 'A History of
Australia,' which offers a detailed and interpretive account of Australia's past.

What is the scope of Manning Clark's 'A History of Australia'?
Manning Clark's 'A History of Australia' covers Australia's history from its earliest Indigenous cultures
through to the late 20th century, providing a comprehensive narrative of political, social, and cultural
developments.

How many volumes are there in Manning Clark's 'A History of
Australia'?
Manning Clark's 'A History of Australia' consists of six volumes, each focusing on different periods in
Australian history.

What distinguishes Manning Clark's historical approach in 'A
History of Australia'?
Clark's approach is known for its literary style, interpretive analysis, and emphasis on the
complexities and contradictions in Australian history, rather than just a factual recounting.

How has Manning Clark's 'A History of Australia' influenced
Australian historiography?
Clark's work has significantly shaped Australian historiography by encouraging a more nuanced,



critical, and culturally aware understanding of the nation's past.

Are there any criticisms of Manning Clark's 'A History of
Australia'?
Yes, some critics argue that Clark's work is overly subjective and interpretive, sometimes prioritizing
narrative and thematic elements over strict historical accuracy.

Is 'A History of Australia' by Manning Clark suitable for
academic study?
Yes, despite debates over interpretation, Clark's work remains a foundational text in Australian history
courses and is valued for its depth and literary merit.

Where can one access Manning Clark's 'A History of
Australia'?
The volumes are available in major libraries, bookstores, and online platforms in both print and digital
formats.

Has Manning Clark's 'A History of Australia' been updated or
revised since its original publication?
While the original volumes were published between 1962 and 1987, there have been reprints and
editions with forewords or commentary, but no complete revisions by Clark himself.

Additional Resources
1. Manning Clark's History of Australia: A Critical Analysis
This book offers a comprehensive critique of Manning Clark's multi-volume history, examining his
narrative style, historical interpretations, and the controversies surrounding his work. It delves into
Clark's unique approach to Australian history and how his perspectives have influenced both
academic circles and public understanding. Readers will find a balanced discussion of his strengths
and the criticisms leveled against him.

2. The Making of Manning Clark's History
Exploring the creation process behind Clark's seminal work, this book provides insights into his
research methods, sources, and the historiographical context of his time. It highlights the challenges
Clark faced and the ways in which his personal beliefs shaped the narrative of Australian history. This
title is essential for those interested in historiography and the writing of national histories.

3. Australia: A History Through Manning Clark’s Eyes
This volume presents a detailed overview of Australia’s history as interpreted by Manning Clark,
emphasizing his portrayal of key events and figures. It reflects on the cultural and political influences
that impacted Clark’s storytelling. The book is suitable for readers wanting to understand Australian
history from one of its most influential historians.



4. Controversies in Australian Historiography: Manning Clark and Beyond
Focusing on the debates sparked by Clark's historical narrative, this book situates his work within
broader historiographical disputes in Australia. It explores issues such as national identity, historical
objectivity, and political bias. The text is valuable for students and scholars interested in the evolution
of Australian historical writing.

5. The Intellectual Legacy of Manning Clark
This book assesses the long-term impact of Clark’s history on Australian thought and education. It
considers how his interpretation of history has influenced both public discourse and academic
scholarship. Readers will gain an understanding of Clark’s role as a public intellectual and historian.

6. Manning Clark and the Australian National Identity
Examining the relationship between Clark’s history and the formation of Australian national identity,
this book discusses how his narrative has shaped perceptions of the nation’s past. It analyzes the
themes of colonialism, multiculturalism, and reconciliation as presented in Clark’s work. The book is
ideal for those interested in cultural studies and history.

7. Writing Australian History: The Manning Clark Approach
This title explores Clark’s distinctive literary style and narrative techniques in recounting Australia’s
past. It highlights his use of storytelling, character development, and dramatic elements to engage
readers. The book is a resource for historians and writers interested in the art of historical writing.

8. The Critics and Defenders of Manning Clark’s History
Providing a balanced exploration of the various responses to Clark’s work, this book presents essays
from both supporters and detractors. It covers the scholarly, political, and public reactions to his
history. This collection offers a nuanced view of Clark's controversial place in Australian
historiography.

9. Manning Clark’s Australia: A Companion Guide
Designed as a supplementary text, this guide offers summaries, context, and analysis of the key
themes and chapters in Clark’s history. It aids readers in navigating the complex narrative and
understanding its significance. The guide is perfect for students and general readers seeking deeper
engagement with Clark’s work.
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