making a new deal lizabeth cohen

making a new deal lizabeth cohen is a phrase that references the influential
work of historian Lizabeth Cohen, who has extensively analyzed the
transformative era of the New Deal in American history. This article explores
Cohen’s insights into the social, political, and economic impacts of the New
Deal, emphasizing how her scholarship contributes to a deeper understanding
of this critical period. Through her research, Cohen highlights the ways in
which the New Deal reshaped urban America, particularly focusing on housing
policies, community development, and the evolving relationship between
government and citizens. This comprehensive overview will delve into the core
themes of Cohen’s work, including the historical context of the New Deal, its
implementation, and its lasting legacy. By examining these facets, readers
will gain a clearer picture of how making a new deal, as interpreted by
Lizabeth Cohen, represents a pivotal chapter in American history. The
following sections will guide you through an analysis of her major
contributions and the broader implications of her findings.

e The Historical Context of the New Deal

e Lizabeth Cohen’s Perspective on Urban Transformation
e Housing Policies and Community Development

e The Role of Government and Citizen Engagement

e The Lasting Legacy of the New Deal According to Cohen

The Historical Context of the New Deal

The New Deal was a series of programs, public work projects, financial
reforms, and regulations enacted by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in
response to the Great Depression. Lizabeth Cohen’s analysis situates the New
Deal within this turbulent economic and social landscape, highlighting the
urgent need for government intervention to stabilize the economy and support
struggling Americans. The historical context is essential to understanding
the magnitude of the New Deal’s ambitions and the challenges it faced. Cohen
emphasizes that the New Deal was not simply a set of policies but a
transformative effort to redefine the relationship between the federal
government and American society.

The Great Depression and Economic Collapse

The economic collapse of the 1930s devastated millions of Americans, leading



to unprecedented unemployment, bank failures, and widespread poverty. Cohen
details how the Great Depression set the stage for the New Deal'’s ambitious
programs aimed at relief, recovery, and reform. The crisis demanded
innovative responses, which resulted in a variety of government initiatives
targeting different sectors of the economy.

Political Responses and Policy Innovations

Cohen discusses the political climate that allowed for the rapid deployment
of New Deal programs, including bipartisan support and the mobilization of
new interest groups. The era witnessed significant policy experimentation,
including the establishment of agencies such as the Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCC) and the Works Progress Administration (WPA), which aimed to
provide employment while fostering infrastructure development.

Lizabeth Cohen’s Perspective on Urban
Transformation

Lizabeth Cohen is particularly noted for her focus on urban history and how
the New Deal influenced city development and social dynamics. Her scholarship
reveals how New Deal policies addressed the complexities of urban life,
including housing shortages, racial segregation, and economic disparities.
Cohen’s work highlights that the New Deal’s urban programs were not only
about economic recovery but also about reshaping the social fabric of
American cities.

Urban Challenges in the 1930s

Cohen identifies the key urban challenges during the New Deal era, such as
overcrowding, inadequate housing, and racial inequality. Cities were the
epicenters of economic hardship, and these issues demanded comprehensive
strategies that went beyond mere economic relief to include community
planning and social welfare.

Impact on Urban Communities

According to Cohen, New Deal initiatives facilitated the growth of more
cohesive urban communities by promoting affordable housing and improving
public amenities. These efforts helped lay the groundwork for postwar urban
expansion and the modern American city’s development.



Housing Policies and Community Development

One of Lizabeth Cohen’s primary contributions to New Deal scholarship is her
detailed examination of housing policies and their role in community
development. She explores how federal programs aimed to address housing
shortages and improve living conditions for working-class families,
particularly in urban areas. Cohen underscores that these policies were
integral to the broader goals of social reform and economic stabilization.

The Federal Housing Administration and Its Role

The Federal Housing Administration (FHA), established during the New Deal,
played a crucial role in making homeownership accessible to a wider
population. Cohen analyzes the FHA’'s impact on shaping suburban growth
patterns and its influence on racial and economic segregation in housing
markets.

Community Development Initiatives

Cohen details various community development programs that aimed to not only
provide housing but also foster a sense of neighborhood identity and civic
participation. These programs often included investments in schools, parks,
and public services, which were essential for creating sustainable urban
communities.

Key Aspects of New Deal Housing Policies:

Provision of affordable mortgages and home loans

Promotion of public housing projects

Implementation of urban renewal strategies

Addressing racial segregation through policy (albeit with mixed results)

Encouragement of community-based planning and development

The Role of Government and Citizen Engagement

Lizabeth Cohen’s research also emphasizes the evolving role of government
during the New Deal era and how it redefined citizen engagement. The New Deal
marked a significant expansion of federal authority in domestic affairs, with
a focus on active participation from ordinary Americans. Cohen explores how



this shift fostered new forms of political involvement and social activism.

Expansion of Federal Government Responsibilities

Cohen illustrates how the New Deal transformed the federal government into a
more interventionist and regulatory body. This expansion was necessary to
coordinate the vast array of programs aimed at economic recovery and social
welfare, fundamentally changing the expectations citizens had of their
government.

Civic Participation and Social Movements

The New Deal stimulated greater civic participation by encouraging citizens
to engage with government programs and contribute to community improvement
efforts. Cohen highlights how this engagement nurtured a more politically
aware and active populace, laying the groundwork for later social movements.

The Lasting Legacy of the New Deal According to
Cohen

In her work, Lizabeth Cohen articulates the enduring legacy of the New Deal
as a transformative moment in American history. She argues that making a new
deal, in the sense of creating new social contracts and governmental roles,
had profound and lasting effects on the nation’s political landscape, urban
development, and social policies.

Redefinition of Government-Citizen Relations

Cohen contends that the New Deal redefined how Americans viewed their
government and its responsibilities, fostering an expectation of active state
involvement in economic and social welfare. This shift influenced subsequent
policy debates and the development of the modern welfare state.

Influence on Postwar Urban and Social Policies

The policies and programs initiated during the New Deal era set precedents
for urban planning, housing, and social welfare that continued to shape

American society well into the postwar period. Cohen’s research shows how
these initiatives helped to modernize cities and promote social stability.



Critical Reflections on Limitations

Cohen also critically examines the limitations and contradictions within the
New Deal, particularly regarding issues of racial inequality and exclusion.
While the New Deal made significant strides, some policies reinforced
segregation and left certain marginalized groups behind, a topic she
addresses to provide a balanced analysis.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Lizabeth Cohen and what is her role in
'Making a New Deal'?

Lizabeth Cohen is a historian and author known for her work on American urban
history and the New Deal era. In 'Making a New Deal,' she explores the impact
of the New Deal on American cities and communities.

What is the main focus of Lizabeth Cohen's book
'Making a New Deal'?

The main focus of 'Making a New Deal' is to examine how the New Deal policies
implemented during the 1930s transformed American urban life, politics, and
society, especially in cities like Chicago.

How does Lizabeth Cohen describe the impact of the
New Deal on American cities in her book?

Lizabeth Cohen describes the New Deal as a catalyst for reshaping urban
America by fostering economic recovery, improving infrastructure, and
promoting social welfare programs that helped integrate diverse communities.

What methodology does Lizabeth Cohen use in 'Making
a New Deal' to analyze the era?

Cohen employs a historical and sociological approach, utilizing archival
research, government records, personal narratives, and case studies to
provide a comprehensive analysis of the New Deal's effects on urban
communities.

Why is 'Making a New Deal' considered an important
work in the study of American history?

The book is important because it challenges traditional narratives by
highlighting the New Deal's role in shaping modern urban America and
revealing the complex interactions between government policies and local



communities.

What lessons can modern policymakers learn from
Lizabeth Cohen's 'Making a New Deal'?

Modern policymakers can learn about the significance of government
intervention in economic crises, the importance of addressing urban
inequality, and how collaborative efforts between federal and local
governments can drive social and economic progress.

Additional Resources

1. Making a New Deal: Industrial Workers in Chicago, 1919-1939 by Lizabeth
Cohen

This seminal work by Lizabeth Cohen explores the transformation of industrial
labor in Chicago during the interwar years. It focuses on the experiences of
workers and their efforts to organize amid rapid industrialization and the
Great Depression. The book sheds light on the intersection of race, politics,
and class in shaping labor movements and urban life.

2. The New Deal and the Triumph of Liberalism by Sidney M. Milkis and Jerome
M. Mileur

This book provides a comprehensive analysis of the New Deal era, emphasizing
the political and social reforms that redefined American liberalism. It
discusses how the New Deal reshaped government’s role in economic and social
policy, setting the stage for future liberal agendas. The authors examine key
legislation and the political battles that accompanied these changes.

3. Freedom’s Forge: How American Business Produced Victory in World War II by
Arthur Herman

While not solely focused on the New Deal, this book highlights how the
industrial and economic policies initiated during the New Deal laid the
groundwork for America’s wartime production success. It details the
collaboration between government and business during WWII and the lasting
impact on American industry and society.

4. The Age of Roosevelt: The Crisis of the 0ld Order, 1919-1933 by Arthur M.
Schlesinger Jr.

This classic volume sets the stage for the New Deal by exploring the social,
political, and economic upheavals that led to Franklin D. Roosevelt'’s
presidency. Schlesinger analyzes the challenges of the post-World War I era
and the failures of earlier policies that the New Deal sought to address.

5. The Politics of Upheaval by Arthur M. Schlesinger Jr.

Continuing his exploration of Roosevelt’s era, Schlesinger delves into the
New Deal’s implementation and its political ramifications. The book covers
the transformation of American political culture and the expansion of federal
power during the 1930s.



6. FDR’s Folly: How Roosevelt and His New Deal Prolonged the Great Depression
by Jim Powell

Offering a critical perspective, this book argues that many New Deal policies
were counterproductive and may have extended the economic downturn. Powell
challenges popular narratives and encourages readers to reconsider the
economic impact of Roosevelt’s reforms.

7. When America Became Suburban by Lizabeth Cohen

This book by Cohen complements her work on labor by examining the post-New
Deal suburbanization of America. It explores how federal policies, including
those from the New Deal era, influenced housing, race relations, and the
reshaping of American communities.

8. Hard Times: An Oral History of the Great Depression by Studs Terkel
Terkel’s oral history provides personal perspectives on the economic
hardships of the 1930s, illuminating the human side of the Great Depression
and the New Deal’s impact. The collection of interviews offers valuable
context for understanding the era’s social dynamics.

9. Politics and Vision: Continuity and Innovation in Western Political
Thought by Sheldon S. Wolin

Though broader in scope, this book includes insightful discussions on the
ideological underpinnings of the New Deal and its place within modern
political thought. Wolin’s analysis helps readers grasp the theoretical
foundations and lasting significance of New Deal policies.
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