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make a wish foundation history traces the inspiring journey of an organization dedicated to granting life-
changing wishes to children with critical illnesses. Founded in the late 20th century, the Make-A-Wish
Foundation has grown from a small community effort into a globally recognized nonprofit entity. This
article explores the origins, significant milestones, and the evolution of the foundation’s mission over the
years. Understanding the foundation’s development sheds light on its impact and ongoing commitment to
improving the lives of children facing serious health challenges. Key aspects such as the founding story,
expansion phases, and the role of volunteers and donors will be examined. Additionally, the article will
discuss the foundation’s operational philosophy and its future outlook. The detailed exploration of the Make-
A-Wish Foundation history offers valuable insights into one of the world’s most influential charitable
organizations.
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Origins of the Make-A-Wish Foundation

The Make-A-Wish Foundation history begins in 1980, originating from a heartfelt gesture in Phoenix,
Arizona. The foundation was inspired by a young boy named Chris Greicius, who was diagnosed with
leukemia. His wish to become a police officer prompted local community members to come together and
fulfill this dream. This compassionate act sparked the idea of creating an organization dedicated to granting
wishes for children facing life-threatening medical conditions. The initial efforts were grassroots, relying
on volunteers and small donations. The success of Chris’s wish demonstrated the profound emotional impact
such experiences could have on children and their families, laying the groundwork for a formal foundation.



Founding Figures and Early Support

The Make-A-Wish Foundation was co-founded by Frank Shankwitz, a police officer who played a key role
in granting Chris’s wish, along with other community leaders. Their vision was to create a structured
organization that could reach more children in need. Early supporters included local businesses, healthcare
professionals, and volunteers committed to the cause. The foundation quickly developed a framework for
processing wish requests, coordinating with medical teams, and organizing wish-granting events. Initial
funding was modest, but the foundation’s compelling mission attracted growing attention and resources.

Legal Establishment and Recognition

In 1980, shortly after the first wish was granted, the Make-A-Wish Foundation was officially incorporated
as a nonprofit organization. This legal recognition allowed it to expand its operations and solicit donations on
a broader scale. The foundation established clear eligibility criteria for wish recipients, focusing on children
diagnosed with critical illnesses. Recognition from national and medical communities helped solidify the
foundation’s credibility and reach. The early 1980s marked the transition from a community project to a
formally organized charitable entity.

Growth and Expansion

Following its establishment, the Make-A-Wish Foundation history is marked by rapid growth and
geographical expansion. The success stories of early wish grants fueled public interest and increased
donations. By the mid-1980s, chapters began forming in other U.S. states, enabling the foundation to serve a
wider population. International expansion soon followed, with the foundation establishing chapters in
multiple countries around the world. This global presence allowed Make-A-Wish to fulfill its mission on an
unprecedented scale, helping thousands of children annually.

National Network Development

The expansion within the United States involved creating a network of local and regional chapters. Each
chapter operated semi-autonomously but shared the foundation’s core mission and standards. This
decentralized approach facilitated community engagement and responsiveness to local needs. Professional
staff and volunteers worked together to identify eligible children, organize wish events, and manage
fundraising efforts. Training programs and standardized procedures ensured consistency and quality across
all chapters.



International Chapters and Global Reach

By the late 1980s and early 1990s, Make-A-Wish had begun establishing international chapters. Countries
such as Canada, the United Kingdom, and Australia were among the first to join the global network. Today,
the foundation operates in nearly 50 countries, reflecting a truly international commitment to improving
children’s lives. International collaboration allows for sharing best practices, coordinating large-scale
fundraising campaigns, and enhancing the overall impact of the foundation’s efforts.

Mission and Core Values

The Make-A-Wish Foundation history is deeply rooted in its mission to grant the wishes of children
diagnosed with critical illnesses. The fundamental belief is that a wish experience can provide hope,
strength, and joy during challenging times. The foundation’s core values emphasize compassion, respect,
and integrity in all interactions with wish children and their families. These principles guide the
organization’s policies and programs, ensuring that every wish is personalized and meaningful.

Eligibility and Wish Types

Children between the ages of 2½ and 18 who have been diagnosed with a critical illness are eligible for a
wish grant. Wishes vary widely, including experiences such as meeting celebrities, traveling to dream
destinations, or receiving special gifts. The foundation tailors each wish to the child’s interests and medical
needs, often coordinating with healthcare providers to ensure safety and feasibility. This personalized
approach is central to the foundation’s philosophy and success.

Emotional and Psychological Impact

Research has shown that granting wishes can have significant positive effects on the emotional well-being
of children with critical illnesses. Wishes provide hope, reduce stress, and improve coping mechanisms for
both children and their families. The Make-A-Wish Foundation prioritizes these psychological benefits as
part of its mission, reinforcing the importance of making each wish a transformative experience.

Impact and Milestones

Over the decades, the Make-A-Wish Foundation history includes numerous milestones that highlight its



expanding impact. From the first wish granted in 1980, the organization has fulfilled over half a million
wishes worldwide. These achievements reflect the dedication of staff, volunteers, donors, and community
partners. The foundation’s impact extends beyond individual children, influencing public awareness and
support for pediatric health issues.

Major Wish Highlights

Many wish stories have captured public attention and media coverage, showcasing the foundation’s reach.
Some high-profile wishes include trips to theme parks, meeting famous athletes or entertainers, and unique
experiences like piloting an airplane. These stories serve as powerful testimonials to the foundation’s ability
to bring joy and hope to children facing serious health challenges.

Recognition and Awards

The Make-A-Wish Foundation has received numerous awards and recognitions for its humanitarian efforts.
These accolades come from nonprofit organizations, government agencies, and international bodies.
Recognition reinforces the foundation’s reputation as a leader in charitable work and inspires ongoing
support and collaboration.

Volunteer and Donor Contributions

Volunteers and donors are the backbone of the Make-A-Wish Foundation history. Their contributions make
the fulfillment of wishes possible on a large scale. Volunteers assist in every aspect of the process, from
identifying eligible children to organizing wish events and fundraising. Donors provide the financial
resources necessary to grant wishes and sustain operations.

Volunteer Roles and Responsibilities

Volunteers come from diverse backgrounds and offer a wide range of skills. Common roles include wish
coordinators, event planners, fundraisers, and ambassadors. Training and support are provided to ensure
volunteers can effectively contribute to the foundation’s mission. The collaborative spirit among volunteers
enhances the foundation’s ability to reach and serve more children.



Fundraising and Donor Engagement

Fundraising activities include events, corporate partnerships, and individual donations. The foundation also
benefits from grants and sponsorships. Donor engagement strategies focus on transparency, impact
reporting, and recognition. This approach helps maintain strong relationships and encourages ongoing
support for the foundation’s programs.

Challenges and Adaptations

The Make-A-Wish Foundation history includes navigating various challenges related to funding, logistics,
and changing healthcare landscapes. The organization has adapted by embracing technology, developing
new partnerships, and refining its operational models. These adaptations have ensured the foundation
remains effective and responsive to the needs of wish children.

Operational Challenges

Coordinating wishes requires careful planning, especially when children have complex medical conditions.
The foundation must balance safety, timing, and the child’s preferences. Additionally, fluctuations in
funding and volunteer availability present ongoing challenges. Strategic planning and community
engagement help address these issues.

Innovations and Technology

The foundation has integrated digital tools to streamline wish coordination, donor management, and
communication. Virtual wish experiences have also been developed, particularly during times when in-
person events are not feasible. These innovations expand the foundation’s capacity and accessibility.

Future Directions

Looking ahead, the Make-A-Wish Foundation history is poised to continue its growth and deepen its
impact. Strategic goals include expanding access to more children globally, enhancing personalized wish
experiences, and strengthening partnerships within the healthcare and philanthropic sectors. Emphasis on
research and data-driven approaches will guide future program development.



Expanding Reach and Accessibility

The foundation aims to reach children in underserved communities and regions with limited resources.
Efforts include collaborating with international partners and leveraging technology to overcome geographic
and economic barriers. Increasing awareness and advocacy remain central to these initiatives.

Strengthening Community and Healthcare Partnerships

Enhanced collaboration with hospitals, medical professionals, and community organizations will improve
the identification and support of eligible children. These partnerships facilitate timely wish granting and
comprehensive care coordination. The foundation also seeks to engage more diverse stakeholders to broaden
its base of support.

Founded in 1980 in Phoenix, Arizona

Inspired by Chris Greicius’s wish to be a police officer

Co-founded by Frank Shankwitz and community leaders

Expanded nationally and internationally within a decade

Has granted over 500,000 wishes worldwide

Operates through a network of volunteers and donors

Committed to providing hope and joy to critically ill children

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Make-A-Wish Foundation founded?
The Make-A-Wish Foundation was founded in 1980.

Who founded the Make-A-Wish Foundation?
The Make-A-Wish Foundation was founded by Frank Shankwitz, a Arizona Department of Public Safety



officer, along with his colleagues.

What inspired the creation of the Make-A-Wish Foundation?
The foundation was inspired by the wish of a young boy named Chris Greicius, who was battling leukemia
and wished to be a police officer.

Where did the first Make-A-Wish wish take place?
The first Make-A-Wish wish took place in Phoenix, Arizona.

How has the Make-A-Wish Foundation grown since its inception?
Since 1980, Make-A-Wish has grown into an international organization granting tens of thousands of wishes
to children with critical illnesses around the world.

What was the first wish granted by the Make-A-Wish Foundation?
The first wish granted was for Chris Greicius to become a police officer for a day.

What is the mission of the Make-A-Wish Foundation?
The mission of the Make-A-Wish Foundation is to create life-changing wishes for children with critical
illnesses to inspire hope, strength, and joy.

How did the Make-A-Wish Foundation expand beyond Arizona?
The success of the original chapter led to the establishment of additional chapters across the United States
and eventually internationally.

What role do volunteers play in the history of the Make-A-Wish
Foundation?
Volunteers have been essential to the foundation's growth and success, helping to organize and grant
wishes and raising awareness and funds.

Additional Resources
1. Granting Dreams: The Story of the Make-A-Wish Foundation
This book offers a comprehensive history of the Make-A-Wish Foundation, detailing its founding in 1980
and its evolution into a global organization. It highlights the inspiring stories of children whose wishes have
been granted and the volunteers who make those dreams come true. Readers gain insight into the



foundation’s mission and the impact it has on families facing critical illnesses.

2. Wishes Come True: Inside the Make-A-Wish Foundation
A behind-the-scenes look at the operations and heartfelt moments of the Make-A-Wish Foundation, this
book explores how wishes are coordinated and fulfilled. It includes interviews with wish kids, families, and
volunteers, showcasing the emotional and life-changing power of granting wishes. The narrative
emphasizes the foundation’s commitment to hope and healing.

3. The Miracle Makers: How Make-A-Wish Changed Lives
This inspiring collection of true stories illustrates how the Make-A-Wish Foundation has transformed the
lives of children with life-threatening medical conditions. The book discusses the psychological and
emotional benefits of wishes, supported by expert commentary. It also traces the foundation’s growth from
a single wish to an international movement.

4. A Wish for Hope: The Origins of Make-A-Wish
Focusing on the early years, this book chronicles the founding of the Make-A-Wish Foundation by a group
of compassionate individuals in Phoenix, Arizona. It details the first few wishes granted and the challenges
faced in expanding the organization. The narrative captures the spirit of hope and determination that drives
the foundation’s work.

5. Dreams in Action: The Volunteers Behind Make-A-Wish
Highlighting the crucial role of volunteers, this book tells the stories of the people who dedicate their time
and energy to making wishes come true. It explores the volunteer experience, the training involved, and
the community impact. Personal anecdotes illustrate the mutual joy and inspiration volunteers receive
from their involvement.

6. Beyond the Wish: The Lasting Impact of Make-A-Wish
This book examines the long-term effects of granted wishes on children and their families, including
improved emotional resilience and quality of life. It includes research findings and testimonials that reveal
how wishes provide more than just a moment of happiness. The foundation’s ongoing support and advocacy
are also discussed.

7. From Dream to Reality: The Make-A-Wish Journey
Detailing the process from wish application to fulfillment, this book offers a step-by-step guide to how
Make-A-Wish operates. It features case studies of various wishes, showcasing creativity and collaboration.
The book also addresses the logistics and partnerships essential to the foundation’s success.

8. Hope on the Horizon: Make-A-Wish’s Global Reach
This title explores how the Make-A-Wish Foundation expanded beyond the United States to become a
worldwide network. It highlights cultural adaptations and international collaborations that allow the
foundation to serve children in diverse communities. Stories from different countries illustrate the
universal power of hope and dreams.



9. Wishful Thinking: The Legacy of Make-A-Wish Founders
Focusing on the visionaries behind the foundation, this book delves into the lives and motivations of the
founders. It reflects on their legacy and the values that continue to guide Make-A-Wish today. The
narrative honors their dedication to creating a brighter future for children facing serious illnesses.
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