make a ten to subtract worksheet

make a ten to subtract worksheet is an effective educational tool designed to
help students master subtraction by leveraging the "make a ten" strategy.
This approach simplifies subtraction problems by breaking down numbers to
form tens, making mental math easier and more intuitive. Creating a make a
ten to subtract worksheet allows educators to provide structured practice
that enhances students' number sense and arithmetic fluency. This article
explores the concept of the make a ten subtraction method, guidelines on how
to create an effective worksheet, and practical examples to support learning.
Additionally, it discusses the benefits of using this strategy and offers
tips for tailoring worksheets to various learning levels. The following
sections will guide educators and parents in designing worksheets that
maximize understanding and engagement.

Understanding the Make a Ten Strategy for Subtraction

Steps to Create a Make a Ten to Subtract Worksheet

e Examples of Make a Ten Subtraction Problems

Benefits of Using Make a Ten Method in Subtraction Practice

Tips for Customizing Worksheets for Different Learning Levels

Understanding the Make a Ten Strategy for
Subtraction

The make a ten strategy is a fundamental math technique that helps students
simplify subtraction problems by converting them into easier calculations
involving the number ten. This method is particularly useful for young
learners who are developing their mental math skills. Instead of subtracting
numbers directly, students learn to break apart numbers to form a ten first,
then complete the subtraction. This approach reinforces the concept of place
value and strengthens number sense by encouraging flexible thinking about
numbers.

How the Make a Ten Strategy Works

When subtracting numbers, especially those close to ten, the make a ten
strategy involves decomposing the number being subtracted into parts that add
up to ten with the minuend. For example, in the problem 13 - 5, students can
think of 5 as 3 + 2 because 3 completes 13 to 10 (from 13, subtract 3 to get
10) and then subtract the remaining 2 from 10, resulting in 8. This two-step
process makes subtraction easier to visualize and perform mentally.

Importance in Early Math Education

Incorporating the make a ten strategy into early math instruction helps
students build a strong foundation in number operations. It encourages the



development of mental math skills and confidence in handling numbers. The
strategy also prepares learners for more complex arithmetic by emphasizing
the relationship between addition and subtraction.

Steps to Create a Make a Ten to Subtract
Worksheet

Creating an effective make a ten to subtract worksheet involves careful
planning and consideration of the target students’ skill levels. The
worksheet should provide a variety of problems that promote understanding and
practice of the strategy. Here are detailed steps to guide the creation
process.

1. Define Learning Objectives

Identify the specific goals for the worksheet, such as improving mental
subtraction skills, reinforcing place value concepts, or practicing the make
a ten method. Clear objectives help tailor the worksheet content
appropriately.

2. Select Appropriate Number Ranges

Choose numbers that allow students to apply the make a ten strategy
effectively. Typically, numbers between 10 and 20 work well for beginners, as
they provide opportunities to break numbers into tens and ones.

3. Design a Variety of Problem Types

Include different subtraction problems that encourage the use of the make a
ten approach. These can range from simple numeric problems to word problems
that contextualize subtraction.

4. Provide Step-by-Step Guidance

Incorporate examples or hints that demonstrate how to make a ten while
subtracting. This guidance can be in the form of a sample problem with
detailed steps or visual aids emphasizing the strategy.

5. Include Practice and Challenge Sections

Divide the worksheet into sections that start with basic problems and
progressively increase in difficulty. This structure supports gradual
learning and reinforces mastery.

6. Review and Test the Worksheet

Ensure the problems are clear, accurate, and effectively target the make a
ten subtraction strategy. Testing the worksheet with a small group of



students can provide valuable feedback for refinement.

Examples of Make a Ten Subtraction Problems

Including well-crafted examples on the worksheet is crucial for demonstrating
the make a ten strategy. Below are sample problems that exemplify this method
and can be adapted for various difficulty levels.

e 13 - 5: Break 5 into 3 + 2, subtract 3 to make 10, then subtract 2 to
get the final answer 8.

e 15 — 7: Think of 7 as 5 + 2, subtract 5 from 15 to make 10, then
subtract 2 to reach 8.

e 12 - 4: Decompose 4 into 2 + 2, subtract 2 to make 10, then subtract the
remaining 2 to find 8.

e 14 - 6: Split 6 into 4 + 2, subtract 4 to get 10, then subtract 2 to
finish with 8.

These examples highlight the consistent use of breaking down the subtrahend
to reach a ten first, simplifying the subtraction process.

Benefits of Using Make a Ten Method in
Subtraction Practice

Implementing the make a ten strategy through worksheets offers numerous
educational advantages for students learning subtraction. It promotes deeper
understanding and enhances computational fluency.

Enhances Mental Math Skills

By encouraging students to manipulate numbers flexibly, the make a ten method
strengthens mental calculation abilities, allowing for quicker and more
accurate subtraction without relying on paper or calculators.

Builds Number Sense and Place Value Understanding

The strategy reinforces the concept of tens and ones, helping learners
recognize how numbers are composed and decomposed, which is essential for
advanced math concepts.

Increases Confidence and Reduces Math Anxiety

Students often find subtraction challenging; however, breaking it down using
the make a ten approach simplifies problems and builds confidence through
successful problem-solving experiences.



Supports Transition to More Complex Arithmetic

Mastery of make a ten subtraction lays the groundwork for understanding
regrouping, borrowing, and other advanced subtraction techniques encountered
in higher grades.

Tips for Customizing Worksheets for Different
Learning Levels

Adapting make a ten to subtract worksheets to suit diverse learners ensures
that all students can benefit from the strategy according to their current
abilities.

For Beginners

Use smaller numbers and provide ample examples with step-by-step
instructions. Visual aids and manipulatives can enhance comprehension at this
stage.

For Intermediate Learners

Introduce word problems and mixed problem types. Encourage students to
explain their reasoning and apply the make a ten method independently.

For Advanced Students

Incorporate multi-digit subtraction problems requiring multiple make a ten
steps. Challenge students with timed exercises to improve speed and accuracy.

General Customization Strategies

1. Adjust the difficulty by varying the range and complexity of numbers.
2. Include hints or scaffolding as needed.

3. Use thematic contexts to engage students (e.g., shopping scenarios,
sports) .

4. Incorporate self-check or answer key sections for independent practice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a 'Make a Ten to Subtract' worksheet?

A 'Make a Ten to Subtract' worksheet is a math practice sheet that helps



students use the strategy of making ten to simplify subtraction problems,
making it easier to subtract numbers by breaking them into parts that sum to
ten.

How does the 'Make a Ten' strategy help in
subtraction?

The 'Make a Ten' strategy helps by breaking down numbers to create a ten,
which is easier to subtract from, simplifying the subtraction process and
improving mental math skills.

What age group is suitable for 'Make a Ten to
Subtract' worksheets?

'Make a Ten to Subtract' worksheets are typically suitable for early
elementary students, especially those in grades 1 and 2, who are learning
basic subtraction and number sense.

Can 'Make a Ten to Subtract' worksheets be used for
subtraction with regrouping?

Yes, these worksheets can introduce students to subtraction with regrouping
by using the make ten strategy to simplify borrowing and understanding place
value.

Where can I find free printable 'Make a Ten to
Subtract' worksheets?

Free printable 'Make a Ten to Subtract' worksheets can be found on
educational websites such as Teachers Pay Teachers, Education.com, and Super
Teacher Worksheets.

Are 'Make a Ten to Subtract' worksheets effective for
improving subtraction skills?

Yes, these worksheets are effective because they promote understanding of
number relationships and encourage mental math strategies, which improve
subtraction skills.

How do I create a customized 'Make a Ten to Subtract'
worksheet?

To create a customized worksheet, select subtraction problems where numbers
can be broken down to make ten, and include step-by-step guidance or visuals
to help students apply the strategy.

What are some examples of subtraction problems
suitable for 'Make a Ten' strategy?
Examples include problems like 13 - 5, where you can break 5 into 3 and 2 to

subtract 3 first to make ten, then subtract the remaining 2, simplifying the
calculation.



How can teachers integrate 'Make a Ten to Subtract'
worksheets into lessons?

Teachers can use these worksheets as practice exercises after introducing the
make ten strategy, incorporate them into math centers, or assign them as
homework to reinforce subtraction skills.

Additional Resources

1. Ten and Away: Subtraction Made Simple

This book introduces young learners to the concept of subtraction from ten
through engaging, colorful illustrations and easy-to-understand examples. It
uses practical scenarios and fun activities to help children grasp how to
take away from ten. The step-by-step approach makes it perfect for early math
learners.

2. Take Ten: Fun Subtraction Practice

Designed for early elementary students, this book offers a variety of
subtraction exercises focusing on subtracting numbers from ten. Interactive
worksheets and visual aids encourage children to practice and master the
skill in a playful environment. It also includes tips for parents and
teachers to support learning.

3. Subtracting Within Ten: A Workbook for Beginners

This workbook provides structured practice for subtracting numbers up to ten.
It features simple problems, colorful illustrations, and engaging puzzles
that reinforce the concept of subtraction. The book is ideal for classroom
use or at-home practice.

4. Making Ten: Subtraction Strategies for Kids

This book explores different strategies to subtract numbers from ten
efficiently. It breaks down subtraction into manageable steps, helping
children understand the logic behind the operation. The inclusion of games
and hands-on activities makes learning subtraction enjoyable.

5. Ten Minus: Easy Subtraction Worksheets

A collection of straightforward subtraction problems where children practice
taking numbers away from ten. The worksheets include pictures and number
lines to aid comprehension. Perfect for reinforcing basic subtraction facts.

6. Subtract and Smile: Learning to Subtract from Ten

This cheerful book combines storytelling with subtraction exercises,
encouraging kids to subtract within ten through fun narratives. Each story
presents a subtraction problem that children solve as they follow along. It'’s
a great way to make math relatable and entertaining.

7. Count Back from Ten: Subtraction Practice for Kids

Focused on counting backward from ten, this book helps children develop
subtraction skills by practicing counting down. It uses visual aids like
number charts and illustrations to support understanding. The repetitive
practice builds confidence and fluency.

8. Ten’s the Limit: Mastering Subtraction Facts

This book offers comprehensive practice for subtraction facts within ten,
combining drills with games and challenges. It’s designed to build speed and
accuracy 1in subtraction through consistent practice. Teachers and parents
will find it a valuable resource.



9. Subtracting from Ten: A Step-by-Step Guide

An instructional book that guides children through the process of subtracting
numbers from ten with clear explanations and examples. It includes practice
problems and visual supports to enhance learning. Ideal for beginners who
need a solid foundation in subtraction.
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