
main and subordinate clauses
worksheets

main and subordinate clauses worksheets are essential tools for teaching and
reinforcing the understanding of sentence structure in English grammar. These
worksheets focus on helping learners identify and differentiate between main
clauses, which can stand alone as complete sentences, and subordinate
clauses, which depend on a main clause to form a full idea. By practicing
with main and subordinate clauses worksheets, students improve their writing
skills, sentence variety, and overall grammatical accuracy. This article
explores the key features of these worksheets, their benefits, and practical
ways to use them effectively in educational settings. Additionally, it covers
different types of exercises commonly found in these worksheets and tips for
selecting the most suitable resources for various learning levels. The
following sections provide a comprehensive overview of main and subordinate
clauses worksheets and their role in mastering complex sentence construction.
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Understanding Main and Subordinate Clauses
Main and subordinate clauses are fundamental components of English sentence
structure. A main clause, also known as an independent clause, contains a
subject and a predicate and expresses a complete thought. It can stand alone
as a sentence. In contrast, a subordinate clause, or dependent clause,
contains a subject and a verb but does not express a complete thought and
cannot stand alone. It relies on the main clause to provide context and
meaning.

Characteristics of Main Clauses
Main clauses are complete sentences on their own. They provide the primary
information in a sentence and can function independently. For example, in the
sentence "She runs every morning," the clause is a main clause because it
conveys a complete idea.



Characteristics of Subordinate Clauses
Subordinate clauses cannot stand alone as complete sentences. They often
begin with subordinating conjunctions such as because, although, if, when, or
since. For example, "because she was tired" is a subordinate clause that
needs a main clause to complete the meaning, as in "She went to bed early
because she was tired."

Benefits of Using Main and Subordinate Clauses
Worksheets
Incorporating main and subordinate clauses worksheets into grammar
instruction offers numerous educational benefits. These worksheets provide
structured practice that enhances students’ understanding of complex sentence
formation, which is crucial for both writing and reading comprehension.

Improved Sentence Variety: Students learn to combine clauses
effectively, resulting in more sophisticated and varied sentence
structures.

Enhanced Writing Skills: Mastery of main and subordinate clauses enables
clearer and more nuanced expression in writing.

Better Grammar Awareness: Regular practice helps students recognize
different clause types and their functions within sentences.

Increased Reading Comprehension: Understanding clauses aids in parsing
complex sentences when reading advanced texts.

Preparation for Standardized Tests: Many standardized exams include
questions on sentence structure, making these worksheets valuable for
test readiness.

Types of Exercises in Main and Subordinate
Clauses Worksheets
Main and subordinate clauses worksheets feature a range of exercises designed
to develop specific skills related to clause identification, sentence
combining, and clause usage. These exercises vary in difficulty to
accommodate different proficiency levels.



Clause Identification Exercises
These exercises ask students to identify whether a clause is main or
subordinate. Students may be given sentences and tasked with underlining or
labeling the clauses. This reinforces their ability to distinguish between
independent and dependent clauses.

Sentence Combining Activities
Sentence combining exercises require students to merge two or more simple
sentences into one complex sentence using subordinate clauses. This practice
promotes understanding of how clauses interact and how subordinating
conjunctions function.

Fill-in-the-Blank and Sentence Completion
In these activities, students complete sentences by adding appropriate
subordinate clauses. This type of exercise helps learners grasp how
subordinate clauses contribute additional information to main clauses.

Error Correction Tasks
Error correction worksheets present sentences with incorrect or misplaced
clauses. Students must identify and correct the mistakes, which enhances
their editing skills and grammar accuracy.

Clause Sorting and Categorization
Some worksheets involve sorting clauses into categories, such as main
clauses, subordinate clauses, adjective clauses, adverbial clauses, or noun
clauses, providing deeper insight into clause functions.

How to Use Main and Subordinate Clauses
Worksheets Effectively
To maximize the educational value of main and subordinate clauses worksheets,
it is important to integrate them strategically into lesson plans and
learning routines. Effective usage promotes retention and application of
grammar concepts.

Begin with Clear Explanations: Introduce the concepts of main and
subordinate clauses before handing out worksheets to establish a
foundational understanding.



Progress from Simple to Complex: Start with basic identification
exercises and gradually move to more challenging sentence combining and
correction tasks.

Use Varied Worksheet Formats: Incorporate different types of exercises
to engage different learning styles and reinforce concepts in multiple
ways.

Provide Immediate Feedback: Review worksheet answers promptly to address
misunderstandings and reinforce correct usage.

Encourage Practice in Writing: Prompt students to create their own
sentences using main and subordinate clauses, applying what they have
learned from the worksheets.

Choosing the Right Worksheets for Different
Learning Levels
Selecting appropriate main and subordinate clauses worksheets depends on the
learners’ age, language proficiency, and educational goals. Tailoring
materials ensures effective learning and avoids frustration or boredom.

Worksheets for Beginners
For elementary learners or those new to clauses, worksheets should focus on
simple, clear examples of main and subordinate clauses. Activities should
emphasize identification and basic sentence combining with common
subordinating conjunctions.

Worksheets for Intermediate Learners
Intermediate students benefit from worksheets that introduce more varied
subordinate clause types, such as adjective and noun clauses. Exercises may
include more complex sentence structures and require higher-order thinking
skills like error correction.

Worksheets for Advanced Learners
Advanced learners need challenging worksheets that incorporate multiple
subordinate clauses, varied conjunctions, and nuanced sentence combining
tasks. These worksheets prepare students for academic writing and
standardized tests that demand sophisticated grammar knowledge.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are main and subordinate clauses worksheets?
Main and subordinate clauses worksheets are educational resources designed to
help students identify, understand, and practice using main (independent) and
subordinate (dependent) clauses in sentences.

How can main and subordinate clauses worksheets
benefit students?
These worksheets help students improve their grammar skills by teaching them
how to distinguish between independent and dependent clauses, which enhances
their sentence construction and overall writing abilities.

What grade levels are main and subordinate clauses
worksheets suitable for?
Main and subordinate clauses worksheets are typically suitable for upper
elementary to middle school students, roughly grades 4 through 8, depending
on the complexity of the exercises.

What types of activities are included in main and
subordinate clauses worksheets?
Activities may include identifying clauses in sentences, combining sentences
using subordinate conjunctions, diagramming clauses, and rewriting sentences
to include both main and subordinate clauses.

Are there free main and subordinate clauses
worksheets available online?
Yes, many educational websites offer free downloadable and printable main and
subordinate clauses worksheets that teachers and parents can use for practice
and instruction.

How do main and subordinate clauses worksheets help
with writing skills?
By practicing with these worksheets, students learn to create more complex
and varied sentences, improving clarity, coherence, and style in their
writing.

Can main and subordinate clauses worksheets be used



for ESL learners?
Absolutely, these worksheets are useful for ESL learners to understand
sentence structure and grammar, aiding in both writing and comprehension
skills.

What are some common subordinate conjunctions
featured in these worksheets?
Common subordinate conjunctions include because, although, since, unless, if,
when, and while, which are often highlighted and practiced in these
worksheets.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Main and Subordinate Clauses: A Comprehensive Workbook
This workbook offers clear explanations and engaging exercises to help
students identify and use main and subordinate clauses effectively. It
includes a variety of worksheets that focus on sentence structure, clause
identification, and combining clauses for more complex sentences. Ideal for
middle and high school learners, it supports both classroom instruction and
independent study.

2. Clauses in Action: Practice Worksheets for Main and Subordinate Clauses
Designed to build confidence in clause usage, this book provides progressive
worksheets that guide students through recognizing and creating main and
subordinate clauses. Each exercise comes with detailed answer keys and tips
to reinforce learning. It’s perfect for teachers seeking ready-to-use
materials for grammar lessons.

3. Understanding Sentence Structure: Main and Subordinate Clauses Explained
This book breaks down the components of sentence structure with a focus on
main and subordinate clauses. It offers clear definitions, examples, and
interactive worksheets that encourage critical thinking and application.
Suitable for learners who want to strengthen their grammar fundamentals.

4. The Ultimate Guide to Main and Subordinate Clauses Worksheets
A comprehensive resource filled with diverse worksheets targeting different
aspects of clause usage. From simple identification to complex sentence
combining, this guide supports varied learning styles and paces. It includes
tips for parents and educators to assist students in mastering clause
concepts.

5. Grammar Essentials: Main and Subordinate Clauses Practice Book
This practice book emphasizes foundational grammar skills through targeted
exercises on main and subordinate clauses. It features a step-by-step
approach, starting with recognition and moving toward sentence construction.
It’s a useful tool for reinforcing classroom learning and preparing for
standardized tests.



6. Sentence Building with Main and Subordinate Clauses: Worksheets for
Success
Focused on creative sentence building, this collection encourages students to
experiment with clauses in writing. The worksheets challenge learners to
combine clauses in meaningful ways, enhancing both grammar and writing
skills. It’s an excellent supplement for language arts curricula.

7. Interactive Main and Subordinate Clauses Workbook for Students
This interactive workbook includes engaging activities such as fill-in-the-
blanks, sentence rearrangement, and clause sorting to help students grasp the
concept of main and subordinate clauses. The hands-on approach makes grammar
learning enjoyable and effective. It is suitable for individual or group
learning environments.

8. Practical Grammar: Worksheets on Main and Subordinate Clauses
Offering practical exercises that connect grammar to everyday writing, this
book helps students understand the function and importance of clauses. The
worksheets include real-world examples and writing prompts to make learning
relevant. Ideal for middle school students aiming to improve clarity and
complexity in writing.

9. Advanced Clause Practice: Challenging Worksheets on Main and Subordinate
Clauses
This book is tailored for advanced learners who want to deepen their
understanding of complex sentence structures involving main and subordinate
clauses. It provides challenging exercises designed to refine grammar skills
and enhance proofreading abilities. Perfect for high school students and
adult learners seeking advanced practice.
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