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madeleine l engle walking on water is a profound and thought-provoking work that delves into
themes of faith, spirituality, and the intersection of science and religion. This essay, written by the
renowned author Madeleine L’Engle, reflects on the miraculous nature of Jesus walking on water and
explores the deeper symbolic and theological implications of this event. As a distinguished writer
known for blending complex ideas with accessible narrative, L’Engle’s interpretation offers valuable
insights into the nature of belief and the human experience. This article will examine the context of
Madeleine L’Engle’s essay, its central themes, and how it contributes to contemporary discussions on
spirituality and faith. Additionally, it will highlight L’Engle’s unique perspective and the literary devices
she employs to engage readers in this timeless topic.
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Background and Context of Madeleine L’Engle’s
"Walking on Water"
Madeleine L’Engle, best known for her works of fiction such as "A Wrinkle in Time," also explored
spiritual and theological themes through essays and nonfiction writings. "Walking on Water" is one
such essay where she reflects on the biblical account of Jesus walking on water, an event that has
fascinated theologians, scholars, and believers for centuries. This essay was written during a period
when L’Engle was deeply engaged in exploring the relationship between science, faith, and art,
weaving together her Christian beliefs with her interest in the natural world.

Historical and Religious Context
The story of Jesus walking on water is found in the New Testament, specifically in the Gospels of
Matthew, Mark, and John. It is considered a miracle that demonstrates Jesus’ divine power and
authority over nature. L’Engle’s essay situates this miracle within a broader context of biblical
symbolism and Christian theology, inviting readers to consider what it means beyond the literal event.

Author’s Motivation and Purpose
L’Engle’s purpose in writing "Walking on Water" was to challenge conventional interpretations and



encourage a deeper, more imaginative engagement with scripture. She sought to bridge the gap
between the spiritual and the rational, showing how faith can coexist with scientific understanding
and artistic expression.

Exploration of Themes in "Walking on Water"
The essay by Madeleine L’Engle explores several key themes, each contributing to a richer
understanding of faith and the miraculous. These themes include the nature of miracles, the interplay
between doubt and belief, and the transformative power of grace.

The Nature of Miracles
In "Walking on Water," L’Engle contends that miracles should not be confined to literal interpretations
but understood as signs that reveal deeper truths. She argues that the miracle of walking on water
symbolizes the human capacity to transcend fear and doubt through faith.

Doubt and Belief
A prominent theme in the essay is the tension between doubt and belief. L’Engle acknowledges the
natural skepticism that many feel toward miraculous events but emphasizes that doubt can coexist
with faith. This duality is essential to spiritual growth and personal transformation.

Grace and Transformation
L’Engle highlights grace as a central element of the walking on water narrative. The miracle
represents not just supernatural power but also the possibility of transformation and renewal that
faith offers to individuals facing life’s challenges.

Madeleine L’Engle’s Perspective on Faith and Science
One of the distinctive aspects of Madeleine L’Engle’s writing is her effort to harmonize faith with
scientific inquiry. In "Walking on Water," she reflects on how spiritual truths can complement scientific
understanding rather than contradict it.

Science and Spirituality as Complementary
L’Engle believed that science and spirituality address different dimensions of human experience.
While science explains the mechanisms of the natural world, spirituality explores meaning, purpose,
and the transcendent. Her essay suggests that the miracle of Jesus walking on water can be viewed
metaphorically, representing the human spirit’s ability to rise above physical limitations.



The Role of Imagination
Imagination plays a crucial role in L’Engle’s approach. She asserts that engaging the imagination
allows individuals to perceive spiritual realities that lie beyond empirical evidence, fostering a holistic
worldview that embraces mystery and wonder.

Literary Style and Techniques in the Essay
Madeleine L’Engle’s "Walking on Water" is notable for its eloquent and accessible prose, blending
poetic language with philosophical reflection. Her literary style enhances the essay’s impact and
invites readers into a contemplative experience.

Use of Metaphor and Symbolism
L’Engle employs rich metaphors and symbolism throughout the essay, using the image of walking on
water as a metaphor for faith’s power to overcome fear and uncertainty. This symbolic approach
encourages readers to look beyond the surface and engage with the spiritual dimensions of the text.

Engaging Narrative Voice
The essay’s narrative voice is authoritative yet compassionate, guiding readers through complex
ideas with clarity and warmth. L’Engle’s ability to balance intellectual rigor with emotional resonance
is a hallmark of her writing style.

Incorporation of Personal Reflection
While maintaining an objective tone, L’Engle includes thoughtful personal reflections that illustrate
her own journey of faith. These reflections help humanize the essay and make its themes relatable.

Impact and Legacy of "Walking on Water"
Madeleine L’Engle’s "Walking on Water" has had a lasting impact on readers interested in spirituality,
theology, and the dialogue between science and religion. The essay continues to inspire thoughtful
discussion and reflection.

Influence on Contemporary Christian Thought
The essay has influenced contemporary Christian thinkers by offering a nuanced perspective on
miracles and faith. It challenges literalist interpretations and encourages a more expansive
understanding of spiritual experiences.



Use in Educational and Religious Settings
"Walking on Water" is frequently used in educational programs and religious study groups to prompt
discussion about the nature of belief and the role of faith in modern life. Its accessible yet profound
content makes it a valuable resource for teaching and contemplation.

Enduring Relevance
The themes addressed in the essay remain relevant in today’s cultural landscape, where questions
about the relationship between religion and science are increasingly prominent. L’Engle’s insights
continue to offer guidance for those navigating these complex issues.

Key Takeaways from Madeleine L’Engle’s "Walking on
Water"

Miracles can be understood symbolically, revealing deeper spiritual truths beyond literal events.

Faith and doubt coexist as essential components of spiritual growth.

The harmony between science and spirituality enriches understanding of human existence.

Imagination is a vital tool for perceiving transcendent realities.

Grace enables transformation, empowering individuals to overcome fear and uncertainty.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Madeleine L'Engle and what is 'Walking on Water'
about?
Madeleine L'Engle was an American author best known for her young adult novels, including 'A
Wrinkle in Time.' 'Walking on Water' is a collection of essays by L'Engle that explores the relationship
between faith and creativity.

What are the main themes discussed in Madeleine L'Engle's
'Walking on Water'?
'Walking on Water' primarily discusses themes of spirituality, faith, art, and the creative process,
emphasizing how these elements intersect in everyday life and writing.



How does Madeleine L'Engle connect faith and creativity in
'Walking on Water'?
In 'Walking on Water,' L'Engle argues that faith and creativity are deeply intertwined, suggesting that
creative work is a form of spiritual expression and that faith can inspire and sustain artistic
endeavors.

Is 'Walking on Water' suitable for readers who are not
religious?
Yes, 'Walking on Water' offers insights into faith and creativity that can resonate with both religious
and non-religious readers, focusing on universal themes of inspiration and the artistic journey.

Where can I find or purchase Madeleine L'Engle's 'Walking on
Water'?
'Walking on Water' is available for purchase through major bookstores, online retailers like Amazon,
and can also be found in many public and university libraries.

Additional Resources
1. Walking on Water: Reflections on Faith and Art
This book by Madeleine L’Engle explores the intersection of spirituality and creativity. Through essays
and reflections, she delves into how faith influences artistic expression and the creative process. It’s a
thoughtful meditation on the challenges and joys of living as both an artist and a believer.

2. The Cross and the Cosmos: A Madeleine L’Engle Reader
A collection of writings by L’Engle that blend theology, science, and literature, highlighting her unique
perspective on the universe and divine presence. This reader includes selections that echo themes
found in “Walking on Water,” such as faith’s role in understanding reality beyond the material world.

3. Gifts of the Spirit: Exploring Faith in Madeleine L’Engle’s Work
This book analyzes the spiritual themes in L’Engle’s writings, focusing on how she integrates Christian
faith with imaginative storytelling. It offers insight into her theological ideas and how they inspire
readers to deepen their own spiritual journeys.

4. Imagination and the Incarnation: The Theology of Madeleine L’Engle
A theological study that examines L’Engle’s belief in the power of imagination as a divine gift. The
book discusses how her work, including “Walking on Water,” presents creativity as a way to
experience and understand God’s incarnation in the world.

5. Faith and Fiction: The Spiritual Vision of Madeleine L’Engle
This volume explores the seamless weaving of faith and fiction in L’Engle’s novels and essays. It
highlights how her storytelling serves as a vehicle for exploring complex spiritual truths and
encourages readers to see faith as a dynamic and living reality.

6. Crossing Thresholds: Spiritual Lessons from Madeleine L’Engle
Focusing on the transformative moments in L’Engle’s life and work, this book draws lessons about



faith, doubt, and grace. It provides readers with practical reflections inspired by her writings, helping
them navigate their own spiritual thresholds.

7. Creativity and the Divine: Insights from Madeleine L’Engle
This collection of essays discusses how L’Engle viewed creativity as a sacred act. It emphasizes the
idea that artistic expression is a way to participate in God’s ongoing creation, a theme central to
“Walking on Water.”

8. Light and Shadow: Spiritual Themes in Madeleine L’Engle’s Writings
An exploration of the contrasts between darkness and light in L’Engle’s works, this book examines
how she portrays the struggle between despair and hope. It contextualizes her spiritual insights within
the broader Christian tradition.

9. Madeleine L’Engle’s Legacy: Faith, Hope, and Imagination
A comprehensive overview of L’Engle’s contributions to literature and spirituality, this book celebrates
her enduring influence. It discusses how her integration of faith and imagination continues to inspire
readers and artists alike.
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