
madeleine l engle a wrinkle in time
madeleine l engle a wrinkle in time stands as a landmark in children’s
literature and science fiction, capturing the imaginations of readers for
decades. This novel, first published in 1962, combines elements of fantasy,
science, and spirituality to explore profound themes such as good versus
evil, the power of love, and the nature of time and space. Madeleine
L’Engle’s masterpiece has not only earned a prestigious place in literary
history but also inspired numerous adaptations and scholarly discussions.
This article delves into the background of the author, the plot and themes of
the book, its critical reception, and its lasting cultural impact.
Additionally, it examines the unique narrative style and characters that make
the novel a timeless classic. The following sections will provide an in-depth
understanding of Madeleine L’Engle’s A Wrinkle in Time and its significance
in modern literature.
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About Madeleine L’Engle

Early Life and Influences
Madeleine L’Engle was born in 1918 and developed an early passion for writing
and storytelling. Her upbringing was steeped in both literary and religious
influences, which would later permeate her works. L’Engle’s experiences
during World War II and her exposure to scientific ideas inspired her to
blend speculative fiction with spiritual themes. This unique combination
became a hallmark of her literary career, distinguishing her from
contemporaries in the genre.



Literary Career and Contributions
Throughout her lifetime, Madeleine L’Engle authored more than 60 books,
ranging from children’s fiction to essays and poetry. Her ability to
interweave complex scientific concepts with accessible narratives made her a
pioneer in young adult literature. The success of A Wrinkle in Time marked a
turning point, leading to a series of related books known as the Time
Quintet. Her contributions have been recognized for expanding the boundaries
of children’s literature to include philosophical and metaphysical questions.

Overview of A Wrinkle in Time

Plot Summary
A Wrinkle in Time follows the story of Meg Murry, her brother Charles
Wallace, and their friend Calvin O’Keefe as they embark on a cosmic adventure
to rescue Meg’s father. The narrative introduces the concept of “tessering,”
a method of traveling through space and time by folding the fabric of the
universe. The children encounter various celestial beings and face the dark
force known as the “Black Thing,” which threatens to engulf the universe in
darkness. The story blends elements of fantasy and science fiction to create
a compelling and imaginative journey.

Setting and World-Building
The novel’s setting spans multiple dimensions and planets, including Earth,
the mysterious planet Camazotz, and others inhabited by enigmatic creatures.
L’Engle’s world-building is notable for its integration of scientific
theories such as relativity and quantum mechanics alongside mythological and
spiritual concepts. This rich setting serves as a backdrop for exploring
themes of conformity, individuality, and the battle between light and
darkness.

Major Themes and Symbolism

Good versus Evil
The central conflict in A Wrinkle in Time revolves around the struggle
between the forces of light and darkness. The “Black Thing” symbolizes evil,
fear, and oppression, while the protagonists represent hope, love, and
courage. This theme is explored through the characters’ personal growth and
their resistance to conformity and control.



The Power of Love
Love functions as the ultimate force capable of overcoming evil in the novel.
Meg’s love for her family, especially her brother Charles Wallace, empowers
her to confront and defeat the dark forces. This theme underscores the
novel’s spiritual dimension and its message about the interconnectedness of
all beings.

Time and Space
The concept of time as a flexible and non-linear dimension is central to the
story. The idea of “tessering” allows characters to move across vast
distances instantaneously, challenging traditional notions of space and
chronology. This exploration aligns with contemporary scientific theories and
encourages readers to think beyond conventional limits.

Individuality and Conformity
The novel critiques blind conformity, especially through the depiction of the
planet Camazotz, where inhabitants live under strict uniformity enforced by a
controlling force. The protagonists’ resistance to this control highlights
the importance of individuality, free will, and critical thinking.

Good vs. Evil as a cosmic battle

Love as a transformative power

Non-linear time and tessering

Critique of conformity and celebration of individuality

Critical Reception and Awards

Initial Reception
Upon its release, A Wrinkle in Time received mixed reviews but quickly gained
popularity among young readers and educators. Critics praised L’Engle’s
imaginative storytelling and her ability to tackle complex themes in a manner
accessible to children. The novel’s blend of science and spirituality was
considered innovative for its time.



Awards and Honors
The book won the prestigious Newbery Medal in 1963, cementing its status as
an important work in children’s literature. Over the years, it has received
numerous accolades and has been included in various “best of” lists. Its
recognition reflects the novel’s enduring relevance and impact on generations
of readers.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

Film and Television Adaptations
A Wrinkle in Time has inspired several adaptations, including a notable 2018
feature film directed by Ava DuVernay. These adaptations have brought the
story to new audiences and sparked renewed interest in Madeleine L’Engle’s
work. While adaptations vary in faithfulness to the source material, they
highlight the novel’s visual and thematic richness.

Influence on Literature and Popular Culture
The novel’s themes and narrative techniques have influenced numerous writers
and artists. Its emphasis on science fiction blended with spiritual inquiry
paved the way for a new genre of young adult literature. References to A
Wrinkle in Time appear in various media, demonstrating its lasting cultural
footprint.

Characters and Narrative Style

Main Characters
The story centers on three protagonists: Meg Murry, a strong-willed and
flawed heroine; Charles Wallace, her gifted younger brother with
extraordinary intelligence; and Calvin O’Keefe, a popular and compassionate
friend. These characters embody diverse traits and backgrounds, making the
narrative relatable and multidimensional.

Narrative Techniques
Madeleine L’Engle employs a third-person omniscient point of view, allowing
insight into multiple characters’ thoughts and feelings. The prose combines
poetic language with scientific exposition, creating a unique reading



experience. Symbolism and allegory are woven throughout, enriching the text’s
layers of meaning.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Madeleine L'Engle's 'A
Wrinkle in Time'?
The central theme of 'A Wrinkle in Time' is the battle between good and evil,
emphasizing the power of love, courage, and individuality in overcoming
darkness and conformity.

Who are the main characters in 'A Wrinkle in Time'
by Madeleine L'Engle?
The main characters include Meg Murry, her brother Charles Wallace, their
friend Calvin O'Keefe, and the three celestial beings Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs.
Which, and Mrs. Who.

How does 'A Wrinkle in Time' incorporate elements of
science fiction and fantasy?
The novel blends science fiction and fantasy by using concepts like
tesseracts (wrinkles in time and space) for travel, along with fantastical
creatures and mystical beings that guide the protagonists on their journey.

What is the significance of the 'tesseract' in 'A
Wrinkle in Time'?
The tesseract is a fifth-dimensional phenomenon that allows characters to
travel through space and time instantly, symbolizing the novel's exploration
of complex scientific ideas alongside spiritual and emotional growth.

Why has 'A Wrinkle in Time' remained popular since
its publication?
The book remains popular due to its timeless themes of love, bravery, and
self-discovery, its innovative blend of science and fantasy, and its appeal
to readers of all ages who face challenges and seek hope.

Additional Resources
1. A Wind in the Door
The sequel to *A Wrinkle in Time*, this novel continues the adventures of Meg



Murry and her brother Charles Wallace. They journey through strange and
mysterious worlds to save Charles Wallace’s life. The story explores themes
of courage, love, and the battle between good and evil in a cosmic setting.

2. A Swiftly Tilting Planet
In this third book of the Time Quintet, Charles Wallace embarks on a time-
travel mission to prevent a nuclear catastrophe. Using a unique form of
mental time travel called “kything,” he influences key moments in history.
The novel delves into the power of choice and the interconnectedness of past,
present, and future.

3. Many Waters
This book focuses on Meg’s twin brothers, Sandy and Dennys, who are
transported back to the time of Noah’s Ark. They encounter biblical events
and ancient civilizations, facing challenges that test their bravery and
faith. The story blends fantasy with historical and spiritual elements,
expanding the universe of the Time Quintet.

4. An Acceptable Time
Meg’s daughter, Polly O’Keefe, takes center stage in this novel, traveling
back to an ancient time where she must navigate cultural conflicts and
danger. The story explores themes of identity, family legacy, and the
importance of understanding different perspectives. It continues Madeleine
L’Engle’s tradition of blending science fiction with spiritual inquiry.

5. The Giver by Lois Lowry
This dystopian novel shares thematic similarities with *A Wrinkle in Time*,
focusing on a young protagonist discovering hidden truths about their
seemingly perfect society. Jonas, the main character, learns about emotions,
memories, and individuality in a controlled world. The book raises questions
about conformity, freedom, and the value of human experience.

6. Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card
Like *A Wrinkle in Time*, this novel features a young hero facing
extraordinary challenges in a science fiction setting. Ender Wiggin is
trained through rigorous games to prepare for an alien invasion. The story
explores intelligence, leadership, and the moral complexities of war.

7. The Dark is Rising by Susan Cooper
This fantasy novel involves a young boy named Will Stanton who discovers he
is part of an ancient struggle between light and dark forces. The book, like
L’Engle’s work, combines myth, magic, and coming-of-age themes. It emphasizes
the power of knowledge and courage in the face of darkness.

8. Stardust by Neil Gaiman
A fairy tale for adults and young readers alike, *Stardust* follows a young
man named Tristran as he ventures into a magical realm to retrieve a fallen
star. The story blends romance, adventure, and fantasy elements similar to
the imaginative worlds in *A Wrinkle in Time*. It explores themes of love,
destiny, and transformation.



9. Coraline by Neil Gaiman
This dark fantasy novel features a young girl who discovers a parallel world
that at first seems better than her own but hides sinister secrets. Like *A
Wrinkle in Time*, it involves a child’s journey through an alternate reality
to confront evil and save loved ones. The book highlights bravery, curiosity,
and the importance of family.
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