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M 476: A Guide to Naturalization

Naturalization is the legal process through which a foreign national can
become a citizen of a new country. In the United States, the process of
naturalization is governed by a series of laws and regulations, one of which
is detailed in the USCIS Policy Manual, specifically in M 476. This guide
serves as a comprehensive overview of the naturalization process, including
eligibility requirements, application procedures, and the rights and
responsibilities that come with U.S. citizenship.

Understanding Naturalization

Naturalization is an important pathway for immigrants seeking to gain full
citizenship rights in the United States. It allows individuals to participate
in the democratic process, obtain a U.S. passport, and enjoy the benefits and
protections that come with citizenship. The naturalization process can be
intricate, but understanding the key components can help prospective citizens
navigate the journey more effectively.

Eligibility Criteria for Naturalization

To be eligible for naturalization, applicants must meet specific requirements
outlined in the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA). The following are the
primary criteria:

1. Age: Applicants must be at least 18 years old at the time of filing.

2. Permanent Resident Status: Applicants must be lawful permanent residents
(green card holders) for at least five years, or three years if they are
married to a U.S. citizen.

3. Continuous Residence: Applicants must demonstrate continuous residence
in the U.S. for the required period. This means that they should not
have taken any trips abroad that lasted six months or longer without
prior permission.

4. Physical Presence: Applicants must have been physically present in the
U.S. for at least half of the required residency period.

5. Good Moral Character: Applicants should show they have good moral
character for the five or three years preceding their application.



6. English Language Proficiency: Applicants must be able to read, write,
and speak basic English, unless they qualify for an exemption.

7. Knowledge of U.S. History and Government: Applicants must pass a civics
test that covers important aspects of U.S. history and government.

8. Attachment to the Constitution: Applicants must demonstrate an
attachment to the principles of the U.S. Constitution and be willing to
take an Oath of Allegiance.

Application Process

The naturalization process involves several steps that applicants must follow
diligently. Here’s a breakdown of the application process:

1. Complete Form N-400: The first step is to fill out Form N-400,
Application for Naturalization. This form collects information about the
applicant's background, residency, and eligibility.

2. Gather Required Documents: Applicants need to submit various supporting
documents, such as a copy of their green card, photographs, and
documentation of any legal name changes.

3. Pay the Filing Fee: The current fee for filing Form N-400 is $725, which
includes the application fee and biometrics fee. Fee waivers may be
available for those who meet specific income requirements.

4. Submit the Application: Send the completed N-400 form and supporting
documents to the appropriate USCIS office, as indicated in the form
instructions.

5. Attend a Biometrics Appointment: After submission, applicants will
receive a notice for a biometrics appointment, where they will provide
fingerprints, photographs, and a signature.

6. Interview: Next, applicants will attend an interview with a USCIS
officer, who will review the application and test the applicant's
English and civics knowledge.

7. Receive a Decision: After the interview, USCIS will make a decision on
the application, which can be granted, denied, or continued for further
review.

8. Oath of Allegiance: If granted, applicants will receive a notice to
attend a naturalization ceremony, where they will take the Oath of
Allegiance and officially become U.S. citizens.



Preparing for the Interview

The naturalization interview is a critical step in the process, and proper
preparation is essential. Here are some tips to help applicants succeed:

* Review the Application: Familiarize yourself with the information
provided in your application, as the USCIS officer will ask questions
based on it.

e Study for the Civics Test: Applicants should study the 100 civics
questions provided by USCIS, as they will need to answer at least six
correctly during the interview.

e Practice English Skills: Engage in English-speaking practice to improve
language proficiency, which is crucial for both the interview and civics
test.

e Bring Required Documents: Ensure that you bring all necessary documents

to the interview, including your green card and any additional paperwork
requested by USCIS.

Rights and Responsibilities of U.S. Citizens

Becoming a U.S. citizen comes with an array of rights and responsibilities.
Understanding these can help new citizens fully embrace their status.

Rights of U.S. Citizens

As a citizen, individuals are entitled to several rights, including:

e The right to vote in local, state, and federal elections.

e The right to run for public office (with certain exceptions).
e The right to apply for a U.S. passport.

e Protection against deportation.

e The right to obtain government benefits and services.



Responsibilities of U.S. Citizens

Along with rights come responsibilities. New citizens must:

Participate in the democratic process by voting.

Serve on a jury when called upon.

Obey U.S. laws.

Pay taxes.

e Support and defend the Constitution and the country.

Conclusion

Navigating the naturalization process can seem daunting, but understanding
the guidelines outlined in M 476 provides clarity on what to expect. From
meeting eligibility requirements to successfully completing the application
and interview, each step brings you closer to becoming a U.S. citizen. Once
naturalized, individuals gain invaluable rights that empower them to
participate fully in society, along with responsibilities that foster a sense
of community and civic duty. For those considering this important step,
thorough preparation and an informed perspective are key to a successful
naturalization journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the M-476 guide to
naturalization?

The M-476 guide to naturalization serves as an official resource from the
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) that provides detailed
information about the naturalization process, including eligibility
requirements, application procedures, and rights and responsibilities of U.S.
citizens.

Who is eligible to apply for naturalization
according to M-4767?

Eligibility for naturalization typically includes being a lawful permanent
resident for at least five years (or three years if married to a U.S.



citizen), demonstrating good moral character, having knowledge of U.S.
history and government, and being able to read, write, and speak basic
English.

What are the steps outlined in M-476 for the
naturalization process?

The steps for the naturalization process include determining eligibility,
completing the Form N-400 application, submitting the application with
required documents and fees, attending a biometrics appointment, completing
an interview with a USCIS officer, and finally, taking the Oath of
Allegiance.

How does M-476 address the English language
requirement for naturalization?

The M-476 guide emphasizes that applicants must demonstrate the ability to
read, write, and speak basic English, although there are exceptions for
certain applicants based on age and disability. It recommends studying for
the English test using available resources.

What resources does M-476 suggest for preparing for
the naturalization interview?

M-476 suggests utilizing USCIS study materials, such as flashcards and online
resources, to prepare for the civics test and the naturalization interview.
It also encourages applicants to practice their English skills and review
their Form N-400 responses.

How can applicants find updates or changes related
to the M-476 guide?

Applicants can find updates or changes related to the M-476 guide by
regularly checking the USCIS website, signing up for USCIS updates, or
following official USCIS social media channels for the latest information on
naturalization and immigration policies.
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