lyrics to who can it be now

Lyrics to Who Can It Be Now is a captivating topic that resonates with fans of the iconic
Australian rock band Men at Work. The song, released in 1981 as part of their debut
album “Business as Usual,” not only achieved commercial success but also secured a
lasting place in the hearts of music lovers around the globe. In this article, we will dive
deep into the lyrics, their meaning, cultural impact, and the legacy of this unforgettable
track.

Overview of "Who Can It Be Now"

"Who Can It Be Now" is an intriguing piece that showcases Men at Work's unique sound
and lyrical depth. Written by lead singer Colin Hay, the song explores themes of paranoia,
anxiety, and the fear of the unknown. Its catchy melody combined with thought-provoking
lyrics makes it a quintessential example of early '80s rock music.

Chart Performance

Upon its release, "Who Can It Be Now" quickly climbed the charts, securing its place as a
number one hit in the United States and Australia. Here are some key points regarding its
chart performance:

1. Billboard Hot 100: The song topped the chart in 1982, marking Men at Work's first
number one single in the U.S.

2. Australian Charts: It also achieved significant success in Australia, becoming one of the
country's most beloved tracks.

3. International Recognition: The song’s popularity extended beyond national borders,
making it a staple in various international charts.

Breaking Down the Lyrics

The lyrics to "Who Can It Be Now" paint a vivid picture of a narrator who is consumed by
an overwhelming sense of dread and suspicion. The repeated questioning of who is
knocking at the door serves as a metaphor for the uncertainties and fears that we all face
in life.

Thematic Elements

The song taps into several themes that resonate with listeners:

- Paranoia: The narrator’s anxiety about the identity of the visitor reflects a broader sense



of distrust that can occur in everyday life.

- Isolation: The repeated plea to know who is at the door highlights feelings of loneliness
and a desire for connection, even amid fear.

- Fear of the Unknown: The song encapsulates the universal fear of the unknown, a theme
that is often explored in literature and music.

Key Lyrics and Their Significance

Some lines from the song stand out as particularly poignant. Here are a few notable
examples:

1. "Who can it be now?": This repeated line encapsulates the core of the narrator's anxiety
and curiosity.

2. "I've never seen you before.": This lyric emphasizes unfamiliarity and the instinctive
fear that arises from it.

3. "I'm always hiding from the rain.": This metaphor can be interpreted as a desire to
escape from life's challenges and uncertainties.

Understanding these key phrases helps listeners appreciate the deeper meanings
embedded within the seemingly simple lyrics.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

The lyrics to "Who Can It Be Now" have transcended their original context, becoming a
part of popular culture. Here’s how:

Influence on Other Artists

Men at Work’s unique sound and lyrical style have influenced a variety of musicians across
genres. Many contemporary artists cite the band as an inspiration, and the song itself has
been covered by several notable figures in the music industry.

Use in Television and Film

The song has made appearances in various television shows and movies, further
embedding it in the cultural consciousness. For instance:

- Television Features: Shows like "The Office" and "Family Guy" have included the song in
memorable scenes.

- Film Soundtracks: It has been featured in films that explore themes of nostalgia and the
'80s era, connecting new audiences to the classic track.



Memorable Music Video

The music video for "Who Can It Be Now" also contributed to its legacy. Featuring quirky
visuals and a narrative that complements the song’s themes, the video helped to solidify
Men at Work's place in '80s pop culture.

Conclusion

The lyrics to Who Can It Be Now encapsulate the complexities of human emotion,
particularly fear and uncertainty. Men at Work's ability to blend catchy melodies with
profound themes is a testament to their enduring appeal. As the song continues to
resonate with audiences today, it serves as a reminder of the power of music to express
our innermost thoughts and feelings.

In revisiting this classic track, we not only celebrate its historical significance but also
acknowledge its ongoing influence in the music world. Whether you are a longtime fan or
a newcomer to Men at Work, the lyrics of "Who Can It Be Now" invite you to reflect on
your own experiences with fear and connection.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the song "‘Who Can It Be
Now'?

The main theme of the song revolves around paranoia and the fear of an unknown visitor,
reflecting anxiety about personal safety and the unpredictability of life.

Who is the artist behind 'Who Can It Be Now'?

The song "Who Can It Be Now' is performed by the Australian band Men at Work, and it
was released in 1981.

What kind of musical style is '"Who Can It Be Now'
classified as?

The song is classified as new wave and pop rock, featuring a catchy melody and distinctive
instrumentation typical of the early 1980s.

Did "Who Can It Be Now' receive any awards?

Yes, '‘Who Can It Be Now' won a Grammy Award for Best New Artist in 1983 and was a
commercial success, topping charts in several countries.



What does the chorus of "Who Can It Be Now' convey?

The chorus expresses the anxiety of wondering who is knocking at the door, symbolizing
the fear of unexpected encounters and the desire for solitude.

How has "Who Can It Be Now' influenced popular
culture?
The song has been featured in various films, TV shows, and commercials, becoming a

nostalgic anthem of the 1980s and influencing later artists with its unique sound and
themes.
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