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Lying with the Wolf is a captivating work by the contemporary artist Kiki Smith,
renowned for her profound exploration of themes surrounding nature, femininity, and
mythology. This piece, created in 2001, showcases Smith's unique approach to storytelling
through visual art, and it serves as a powerful commentary on the relationship between
humans and animals, as well as the complexities of identity and the self. In this article, we
will delve into the artistic significance of "Lying with the Wolf," examining its historical
context, themes, and the techniques employed by Smith.

The Artist: Kiki Smith

Kiki Smith was born in 1954 in Nuremberg, Germany, and relocated to the United States
with her family at a young age. She is often associated with the feminist art movement and
has made significant contributions to contemporary art through her diverse body of work,
which encompasses sculpture, printmaking, and installation art. Smith's upbringing in a
family of artists—her father was a sculptor, and her mother a ceramicist—greatly influenced
her artistic development.

Throughout her career, Smith has explored complex themes such as the human body,
sexuality, and the natural world. Her work often incorporates elements of mythology, fairy
tales, and folklore, inviting viewers to engage with deeper narratives that transcend the
surface of her art.

Historical Context

"Lying with the Wolf" emerged during a period of intense exploration of gender dynamics
and identity within the art world. The late 20th century saw a surge in feminist art,
challenging traditional representations of women and critiquing the male-dominated art
canon. Artists like Kiki Smith were at the forefront of this movement, using their work to
address societal issues related to gender, power, and the human experience.

Smith's art often reflects her interest in the intersection between humanity and nature.
"Lying with the Wolf" can be seen as a response to the growing environmental
consciousness of the time, as well as the ongoing dialogue about the roles of women in
society. By depicting an intimate connection between a woman and a wolf, Smith invites
viewers to reconsider their perceptions of both gender and the animal kingdom.

Analysis of "Lying with the Wolf"

"Lying with the Wolf" is a striking lithograph that features a reclining woman with a wolf
beside her. The woman appears calm and serene, cradling the wolf's head against her
body. This composition raises several questions and interpretations regarding the



relationship between the two figures.

Symbolism

The wolf is a powerful symbol in various cultures, often representing wildness, instinct, and
the untamed aspects of nature. In contrast, the woman in the artwork embodies nurturing
and domesticity. By placing these two figures in close proximity, Smith blurs the lines
between civilization and the wild, suggesting that both elements coexist within the human
experience.

- Wildness vs. domestication: The juxtaposition of the woman and the wolf challenges
traditional notions of femininity and the idea that women should be passive or submissive.
Instead, the artwork suggests a more complex relationship that embraces strength and
independence.

- Connection to nature: The act of lying with a wolf can be interpreted as an acceptance of
one’s primal instincts and a recognition of the intrinsic connection humans have with the
animal world. This theme aligns with Smith's broader exploration of humanity's relationship
with nature.

Technique and Medium

Kiki Smith employs lithography as her medium for "Lying with the Wolf," a technique that
involves drawing on a flat stone or metal plate with a greasy substance, followed by the
application of ink. This method allows for intricate details and textures, which are evident in
the rendering of the woman's hair and the wolf's fur.

The use of lithography also connects to the tradition of printmaking, which has been an
essential aspect of art history, enabling artists to produce multiple copies of their work. This
democratization of art allows for wider accessibility, aligning with Smith's desire to engage
diverse audiences with her themes.

Interpretations and Impact

The impact of "Lying with the Wolf" extends beyond its visual appeal; it invites critical
reflection on various societal issues. As viewers navigate the complexities of the artwork,
several interpretations emerge:

Feminism and ldentity

Smith's work contributes to feminist discourse by presenting a strong female figure who
possesses agency and autonomy. The image challenges stereotypes of femininity by
depicting a woman in a position of power and comfort alongside a traditionally feared



creature. This portrayal subverts expectations and encourages a re-examination of
women's roles in both art and society.

Nature and the Environment

The connection between the woman and the wolf serves as a metaphor for the relationship
between humans and the natural world. In an era marked by environmental degradation
and ecological crises, Smith's artwork encourages viewers to reflect on their own
interactions with nature and the consequences of their actions. By embracing the wildness
represented by the wolf, the artwork advocates for a harmonious coexistence with the
environment.

Cultural and Artistic Legacy

Kiki Smith's "Lying with the Wolf" has garnered significant attention and acclaim within the
art community. It has been exhibited in various prestigious institutions, including the
Museum of Modern Art in New York and the Whitney Museum of American Art. The piece
continues to resonate with audiences, inspiring discussions about identity, power, and the
relationship between humans and nature.

Furthermore, Smith's influence extends to emerging artists who seek to explore similar
themes in their work. Her ability to intertwine personal narrative with broader cultural
commentary has paved the way for a new generation of artists who challenge conventions
and push the boundaries of contemporary art.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "Lying with the Wolf" by Kiki Smith is a profound exploration of the intricacies
of identity, femininity, and the relationship between humans and nature. Through her
masterful use of lithography, Smith creates a powerful visual narrative that invites viewers
to engage with themes of wildness, strength, and the complexities of human experience.

As a significant contributor to the feminist art movement and a voice for environmental
consciousness, Kiki Smith’s work continues to inspire and challenge audiences, making

"Lying with the Wolf" a timeless piece that speaks to the core of what it means to be human
in an ever-evolving world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Lying with the Wolf' by Kiki



Smith?

The main theme of 'Lying with the Wolf' revolves around the relationship between humanity
and nature, exploring themes of vulnerability, trust, and the primal instincts that connect
both.

How does Kiki Smith use materials in 'Lying with the
Wolf' to convey her message?

Kiki Smith uses materials like paper and fabric in 'Lying with the Wolf' to create a tactile
quality that emphasizes the intimacy of the connection between the figure and the wolf,
enhancing the emotional resonance of the work.

In what ways does 'Lying with the Wolf' reflect feminist
themes?

The work reflects feminist themes by portraying a female figure in a position of power and
agency alongside a traditionally feared creature, challenging stereotypes about women and
their relationship with nature.

What artistic movements influence Kiki Smith's work in
‘Lying with the Wolf'?

Kiki Smith's work is influenced by movements such as feminist art, expressionism, and the
use of storytelling in art, which all contribute to the narrative quality of 'Lying with the
Wolf".

How does ‘Lying with the Wolf' engage with the concept
of the 'natural world'?

The piece engages with the natural world by juxtaposing the human figure with a wolf,
prompting viewers to reconsider their perceptions of wildness, domestication, and the
inherent connections between all living beings.

What role does symbolism play in 'Lying with the Wolf'?

Symbolism plays a crucial role in 'Lying with the Wolf', where the wolf represents instinct,
danger, and the wild, while the female figure embodies nurturing and strength, creating a
complex dialogue between these opposing forces.

How has 'Lying with the Wolf' impacted contemporary
discussions in art history?

The work has impacted contemporary discussions in art history by sparking conversations
about gender, the representation of animals in art, and the intersection of human and non-
human narratives, encouraging a reevaluation of traditional art historical frameworks.
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