
lutron dvcl 153p installation
instructions

Lutron DVCL-153P Installation Instructions: The Lutron DVCL-153P is a
versatile dimmer switch designed for compatibility with a wide range of
lighting types, including incandescent, halogen, and certain types of
dimmable LED and CFL bulbs. This guide will provide you with step-by-step
instructions on how to install this dimmer switch safely and efficiently,
ensuring you enjoy the benefits of adjustable lighting in your home.

Safety Precautions

Before starting your installation, it’s crucial to take several safety
precautions to ensure your safety and the proper functioning of the dimmer
switch:

1. Turn Off Power: Locate your circuit breaker and turn off the power supply
to the light fixture you will be working on. Confirm that the power is off by
using a voltage tester.

2. Wear Safety Gear: Use safety goggles and gloves to protect yourself from
any accidental electrical shocks or injuries during the installation process.

3. Read Instructions Thoroughly: Familiarize yourself with the Lutron
DVCL-153P manual and installation instructions before beginning.

4. Check Compatibility: Ensure that your existing light fixtures and bulbs
are compatible with the Lutron DVCL-153P. Refer to the manufacturer's
specifications for the supported load types.

Tools and Materials Needed

Before you begin the installation, gather the following tools and materials:

- Lutron DVCL-153P dimmer switch
- Screwdriver (flat-head and Phillips)
- Wire stripper
- Voltage tester
- Electrical tape
- Wire nuts (if not included with the dimmer)
- Level (optional)

Preparing for Installation

Before you install the Lutron DVCL-153P, it’s essential to prepare the
workspace:

1. Remove the Existing Switch:
- Use your screwdriver to remove the faceplate from the existing switch.



- Unscrew the switch from the electrical box and gently pull it out.

2. Inspect Wires: Examine the wires connected to the existing switch.
Typically, you will find:
- A black (hot) wire
- A white (neutral) wire
- A green or bare (ground) wire

If there are additional wires, take note of their connections as you will
need to replicate them with the new dimmer switch.

Wiring the Lutron DVCL-153P

The Lutron DVCL-153P has specific wiring requirements. Follow these steps to
connect the wires correctly:

1. Identify the Wires on the Dimmer:
- The dimmer will have three terminals: one for the load (light), one for the
line (power supply), and one for the ground.
- The terminals are usually labeled as follows:
- Black terminal: Load
- Black wire with a white stripe: Line
- Green terminal: Ground

2. Connect the Wires:
- Ground Wire: Connect the green or bare wire from the electrical box to the
green terminal on the dimmer. Use a wire nut to secure the connection.
- Line Wire: Connect the black wire (hot) from the electrical box to the
black wire with a white stripe on the dimmer. Secure with a wire nut.
- Load Wire: Connect the remaining black wire from the dimmer to the black
wire leading to the light fixture. Again, secure this connection with a wire
nut.

3. Check Connections: Ensure that all wire connections are tight and no bare
wire is exposed. This will help prevent any short circuits or electrical
hazards.

Installing the Dimmer Switch

Once the wiring is complete, it’s time to install the Lutron DVCL-153P into
the electrical box:

1. Carefully Tuck Wires: Gently push the wires back into the electrical box,
ensuring they are not pinched or crimped.

2. Mount the Dimmer: Align the dimmer switch with the mounting holes in the
electrical box and secure it using the provided screws.

3. Attach the Faceplate: Once the dimmer is secured, attach the faceplate by
snapping it into place or using screws as applicable.



Testing the Installation

After the installation is complete, it’s crucial to test the dimmer switch to
ensure it works correctly:

1. Turn the Power Back On: Head to your circuit breaker and turn the power
supply back on to the light fixture.

2. Test the Dimmer:
- Flip the dimmer switch to the “ON” position.
- Use the dimming slider or dial to adjust the brightness of the connected
lights. Make sure that the dimmer functions smoothly and that there are no
flickering or buzzing noises.

3. Check for Overloading: If the lights flicker, turn off the dimmer
immediately and check the bulb compatibility and load limits to ensure you
are not exceeding the dimmer's maximum wattage.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

If you encounter issues after installation, consider the following
troubleshooting tips:

1. Flickering Lights: If the lights flicker when dimmed:
- Ensure that you are using compatible LED or CFL bulbs. Not all dimmable
bulbs work with every dimmer.
- Check that the total wattage of the bulbs does not exceed the dimmer's
capacity.

2. Dimmer Not Functioning: If the dimmer does not respond:
- Confirm that the power supply is on.
- Double-check all wire connections for security and correctness.

3. Overheating: If the dimmer feels hot:
- Ensure that you are using the correct wattage bulbs.
- Make sure the dimmer is not overloaded.

Maintenance and Care

To ensure the longevity and performance of your Lutron DVCL-153P dimmer
switch, regular maintenance is key:

1. Keep Clean: Dust the faceplate regularly to prevent dust accumulation,
which can affect performance.

2. Check Connections: Periodically inspect the wiring connections, especially
if you notice any performance issues. Loose connections can lead to
electrical problems.

3. Replace Bulbs Promptly: If a bulb burns out, replace it promptly to avoid
putting extra strain on the dimmer switch.



Conclusion

Installing the Lutron DVCL-153P dimmer switch can greatly enhance your
lighting experience, allowing for customizable ambiance throughout your home.
By following these detailed installation instructions, safety precautions,
and troubleshooting tips, you can ensure a successful installation. Enjoy the
flexibility of dimmable lighting, and remember to follow proper maintenance
practices to keep your dimmer switch functioning correctly for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the first step in installing the Lutron
DVCL-153P dimmer switch?

The first step is to turn off the power at the circuit breaker to ensure
safety during installation.

Do I need any special tools to install the Lutron
DVCL-153P?

You will need a screwdriver and possibly wire strippers for the installation
of the Lutron DVCL-153P dimmer switch.

Can I install the Lutron DVCL-153P in a 3-way switch
configuration?

Yes, the Lutron DVCL-153P can be used in a 3-way configuration, but you will
need a compatible 3-way switch.

What type of bulbs are compatible with the Lutron
DVCL-153P?

The Lutron DVCL-153P is compatible with dimmable LED, CFL, incandescent, and
halogen bulbs.

How do I connect the wires when installing the Lutron
DVCL-153P?

Connect the black wire from the dimmer to the black (hot) wire in the wall,
the white wire to the white (neutral) wire, and the green wire to the ground
wire.

Is there a specific orientation for the Lutron
DVCL-153P when installing?

Yes, ensure the dimmer is installed in the upright position for proper
functionality.



What should I do if the Lutron DVCL-153P does not
work after installation?

First, check that the power is on at the circuit breaker, then ensure all
wire connections are secure and correct. If problems persist, consult the
troubleshooting section in the manual.
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