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The Lumber Baron Inn, nestled in the heart of Denver, Colorado, is not just a
charming bed and breakfast; it's a historic site steeped in haunting tales
and ghostly encounters. Built in the late 19th century, this grand Victorian
mansion offers a glimpse into a bygone era, but it also harbors a darker
side. The inn, now a popular destination for ghost hunters and history
enthusiasts alike, has a reputation for being one of the most haunted
locations in the state. In this article, we will delve into the rich history
of the Lumber Baron Inn, explore its spectral residents, and examine the
experiences of those who have encountered the paranormal within its walls.

Historical Background of the Lumber Baron Inn

The Lumber Baron Inn was constructed in 1890 as the private residence of
Henry Cordes, a wealthy lumber baron who made his fortune in the burgeoning
timber industry. The mansion features a stunning mix of architectural styles,
including Romanesque and Victorian influences, which is evident in its
intricate woodwork, stained glass windows, and grand staircase.

Transformation into an Inn

In the late 20th century, the mansion fell into disrepair, but in 1993, it
was transformed into a bed and breakfast. The renovation preserved many
original features, maintaining the historical integrity of the building while
offering modern comforts to its guests. The Lumber Baron Inn is now listed on
the National Register of Historic Places, attracting visitors eager to
experience its unique blend of history and hospitality.

Ghostly Residents of the Lumber Baron Inn

The Lumber Baron Inn's reputation as a haunted location began to take shape
soon after it opened as an inn. Guests and staff alike have reported numerous
encounters with the supernatural, ranging from unexplained noises to full-
bodied apparitions. Some of the most notable ghosts associated with the inn
include:

Henry Cordes



The original owner of the mansion, Henry Cordes, is believed to still linger
in the halls of his former home. Guests have reported feeling a presence that
seems to follow them, particularly in the library and the grand staircase.
Some have claimed to see a shadowy figure that resembles Cordes, dressed in
period clothing, watching over the inn.

Mrs. Cordes

Henry's wife, who is often referred to as Mrs. Cordes, is said to haunt the
inn as well. Reports of her ghostly figure have been noted in the kitchen,
where she is believed to have spent much of her time. Guests have described
the scent of freshly baked goods and the sound of footsteps when no one is
around, leading many to believe that Mrs. Cordes is still tending to her
household duties.

The Children

Another haunting aspect of the Lumber Baron Inn involves the spirits of
children. Many visitors have reported hearing the laughter of children
playing in the halls, along with the sound of small footsteps. Some guests
have even claimed to see the apparitions of young children dressed in old-
fashioned clothing, playing in the rooms or peering out of windows.

Paranormal Investigations

The Lumber Baron Inn has become a hotspot for paranormal investigations,
attracting ghost hunters from all over the country. Several teams have
conducted overnight investigations, using various equipment to capture
evidence of the supernatural.

Common Paranormal Phenomena

During these investigations, many common paranormal phenomena have been
reported, including:

- EVPs (Electronic Voice Phenomena): Investigators often capture disembodied
voices on their recording devices, which appear to respond to their
guestions.

- Temperature Fluctuations: Sudden drops in temperature have been
experienced, particularly in areas believed to be haunted.

- Physical Manifestations: Some guests have reported feeling a light touch on
their shoulders or a gentle breeze when no windows are open.

- Objects Moving: Instances of objects being moved or disappearing altogether



have been noted, leaving guests puzzled.

Notable Investigations

Several well-known paranormal teams have visited the Lumber Baron Inn, each
reporting their findings. Shows like "Ghost Adventures" and "Ghost Hunters"
have featured the inn, showcasing its haunted reputation and the eerie
evidence collected during investigations.

Guest Experiences

Many guests at the Lumber Baron Inn have shared their own chilling
experiences, contributing to the inn's haunted lore. Here are a few notable
accounts:

Room 2: The Haunted Suite

One of the most frequently mentioned rooms is Room 2, where guests have
reported feeling an overwhelming sense of sadness. Some have claimed to wake
up in the middle of the night to see a figure sitting at the foot of the bed,
only to disappear when approached.

The Grand Staircase

The grand staircase is a focal point for many ghostly encounters. Visitors
have described hearing footsteps echoing down the stairs, as if someone were
descending despite the absence of any living person. A few guests have even
reported feeling a gentle push as they reached the top of the staircase, as
if someone were urging them to move along.

The Library

The library, filled with antique books and vintage decor, has also garnered
attention for its ghostly happenings. Guests have reported hearing whispers,
the sound of pages turning, and even the sensation of being watched while
they sit and read.



The Lumber Baron Inn Today

Despite its haunted history, the Lumber Baron Inn remains a popular
destination for visitors seeking a unique experience. The inn offers themed
ghost tours, where guests can learn more about the history of the mansion and
the spirits that may still inhabit it.

Special Events and Tours

- Ghost Tours: Guided tours provide insight into the inn's eerie past and
allow guests to hear first-hand accounts of paranormal experiences.

- Special Packages: The inn often offers themed packages that combine lodging
with ghost tours, making it easier for guests to explore the haunted history.
- Historic Preservation: The inn is committed to preserving its historical
integrity, ensuring that future generations can appreciate its architectural
beauty and spectral stories.

Conclusion

The Lumber Baron Inn stands as a testament to Denver's rich history and its
intriguing ghosts. With its elegant architecture and storied past, the inn
offers an unforgettable experience for those brave enough to spend a night
among its haunted halls. Whether you're a skeptic or a believer, the tales of
the Lumber Baron Inn are sure to leave an impression, making it a must-visit
destination for anyone interested in the paranormal or Colorado's history. As
guests continue to report their encounters with the supernatural, the legend
of the Lumber Baron Inn only grows, ensuring that its haunted history will be
told for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the history behind the Lumber Baron Inn's
haunted reputation?

The Lumber Baron Inn, located in Denver, Colorado, was built in 1890 by a
wealthy lumber magnate, boasting a rich history of opulence and tragedy. Over
the years, it has been linked to numerous ghostly encounters, particularly
involving the spirits of former residents and guests, leading to its
reputation as a haunted site.

What specific ghostly encounters have been reported



at the Lumber Baron Inn?

Guests and staff have reported a variety of paranormal activities, including
unexplained noises, cold spots, and apparitions. Notably, the ghost of a
former owner, who is said to have died under mysterious circumstances, has
been frequently sighted, along with other spectral figures believed to be
former guests.

Are there any documented events or stories that
contribute to the Lumber Baron Inn's haunted lore?

Yes, one of the most notable stories involves a tragic fire that led to the
deaths of several individuals in the inn's early years. Additionally, tales
of secret rooms and hidden passages have fueled ghost stories, as guests
often report sensing a lingering presence in the inn.

How does the Lumber Baron Inn incorporate its
haunted history into guest experiences?

The Lumber Baron Inn offers ghost tours and storytelling sessions that delve
into its haunted history, allowing guests to explore the paranormal aspects
of the property. Some packages even include overnight stays in reputedly
haunted rooms, enhancing the eerie experience.

What role does the Lumber Baron Inn play in local
ghost tours or paranormal investigations?

The Lumber Baron Inn is a popular stop on local ghost tours in Denver, often
featured for its rich haunted history. Paranormal investigators frequently
visit the inn to explore its ghostly legends, using various tools to capture
evidence of spirits and contribute to the inn's lore.
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