LSAT WRITING SAMPLE QUESTIONS

LSAT WRITING SAMPLE QUESTIONS SERVE AS A VITAL COMPONENT OF THE LAW ScHooL Apmission TesT (LSAT),
ASSESSING A CANDIDATE'S ARGUMENTATIVE WRITING SKILLS AND THEIR ABILITY TO FORMULATE A REASONED RESPONSE TO A
GIVEN PROMPT. W/HILE THE LSAT PRIMARILY FOCUSES ON LOGICAL REASONING, READING COMPREHENSION, AND ANALYTICAL
REASONING, THE WRITING SAMPLE OFFERS ADMISSIONS COMMITTEES A GLIMPSE INTO A STUDENT'S ABILITY TO ARTICULATE
THOUGHTS CLEARLY AND PERSUASIVELY IN WRITTEN FORM. THIS ARTICLE AIMS TO DELVE INTO THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE
WRITING SAMPLE, THE STRUCTURE OF TYPICAL LSAT WRITING PROMPTS, AND EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES FOR PREPARING FOR THIS
SECTION OF THE EXAM.

UNDERSTANDING THE LSAT WRITING SAMPLE

THE LSAT WRITING SAMPLE IS NOT SCORED LIKE THE OTHER SECTIONS OF THE LSAT. INSTEAD, IT IS EVALUATED IN A MORE
QUALITATIVE MANNER. LAW SCHOOLS MAY REVIEW THE WRITING SAMPLE TO ASSESS AN APPLICANT'S ABILITY TO CONSTRUCT
A COGENT ARGUMENT, ORGANIZE THOUGHTS LOGICALLY, AND COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY IN WRITING. HERE ARE SOME KEY
ASPECTS OF THE LSAT WRITING SAMPLE:

1. PURPOSE OF THE WRITING SAMPLE

- DEMONSTRATE WRITING SKILLS: THE WRITING SAMPLE SHOWCASES AN APPLICANT’'S ABILITY TO WRITE UNDER PRESSURE AND
CONVEY COMPLEX IDEAS SUCCINCTLY.

- ASSESS REASONING AND ARGUMENTATION: |T ALLOWS CANDIDATES TO DEMONSTRATE THEIR ABILITY TO THINK CRITICALLY
AND ARGUE PERSUASIVELY.

- PROVIDE INSIGHT INTO CHARACTER: ADMISSIONS COMMITTEES MAY GAIN INSIGHTS INTO A CANDIDATE'S VALUES AND
THOUGHT PROCESSES BASED ON THEIR APPROACH TO THE PROMPT.

2. FORMAT ofF THE WRITING SAMPLE

THE LSAT WRITING SAMPLE CONSISTS OF ONE PROMPT THAT REQUIRES THE TEST-TAKER TO MAKE A DECISION BETWEEN TWO
OPTIONS OR TO ARGUE FOR A PARTICULAR POSITION. THE TASK TYPICALLY INVOLVES:

- A SCENARIO: THE PROMPT PRESENTS A SCENARIO THAT REQUIRES THE APPLICANT TO CHOOSE BETWEEN TWO ALTERNATIVES
OR TO TAKE A STANCE ON AN ISSUE.

- A CLEAR ARGUMENT: APPLICANTS MUST CONSTRUCT A CLEAR ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF THEIR CHOSEN OPTION, ADDRESSING
POTENTIAL COUNTERARGUMENTS.

- A TiMe LimiT: CANDIDATES HAVE 35 MINUTES TO COMPLETE THE WRITING SAMPLE, WHICH ADDS A LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY AS
THEY MUST THINK AND WRITE QUICKLY.

SAMPLE WRITING PROMPTS

(UNDERSTANDING THE TYPES OF PROMPTS USED IN THE LSAT WRITING SAMPLE CAN HELP CANDIDATES PREPARE EFFECTIVELY.
BELOW ARE EXAMPLES OF TYPICAL LSAT WRITING SAMPLE PROMPTS:

1. DeEcisioN-MAKING PROMPTS

THESE PROMPTS REQUIRE CANDIDATES TO MAKE A CHOICE BETWEEN TWO OPTIONS, OFTEN INVOLVING A HYPOTHETICAL
SITUATION. FOR EXAMPLE:



- PRoMPT: “YOU ARE THE MANAGER OF A TEAM THAT HAS BEEN GIVEN A PROJECT WITH A TIGHT DEADLINE. YOU CAN EITHER
CHOOSE TO ALLOCATE MORE RESOURCES TO THE PROJECT, WHICH MAY COMPROMISE OTHER PROJECTS, OR MAINTAIN CURRENT
RESOURCE LEVELS AND RISK MISSING THE DEADLINE. W/HICH OPTION DO YOU CHOOSE AND WHY?”

IN RESPONSE, CANDIDATES MUST ARTICULATE THEIR REASONING FOR CHOOSING ONE OPTION OVER THE OTHER, CONSIDERING THE
IMPLICATIONS OF THEIR DECISION.

2. PERSUASIVE ARGUMENT PROMPTS

THESE PROMPTS ASK CANDIDATES TO ARGUE FOR OR AGAINST A SPECIFIC POSITION. FOR EXAMPLE:

- PROMPT: “SOME BELIEVE THAT TECHNOLOGY IN THE CLASSROOM ENHANCES LEARNING, WHILE OTHERS ARGUE IT DISTRACTS
STUDENTS. DO YOU SUPPORT THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY IN EDUCATIONAL SETTINGS?”

CANDIDATES MUST CONSTRUCT A PERSUASIVE ARGUMENT THAT SUPPORTS THEIR POSITION WHILE ADDRESSING
COUNTERARGUMENTS EFFECTIVELY.

PREPARING FOR THE LSAT WRITING SAMPLE

PREPARATION FOR THE LSAT WRITING SAMPLE INVOLVES HONING WRITING SKILLS, UNDERSTANDING THE STRUCTURE OF
EFFECTIVE ARGUMENTS, AND PRACTICING UNDER TIMED CONDITIONS. HERE ARE SOME STRATEGIES TO CONSIDER:

1. FAMILIARIZE Y OURSELF WITH ARGUMENT STRUCTURE

(UNDERSTANDING THE COMPONENTS OF A STRONG ARGUMENT IS CRUCIAL. A WELL-STRUCTURED ARGUMENT TYPICALLY
INCLUDES:

- A CLEAR THESIS STATEMENT: THIS IS THE MAIN POINT OR POSITION THAT THE WRITER WILL DEFEND THROUGHOUT THE ESSAY.
- SUPPORTING EVIDENCE: USE LOGICAL REASONING AND EXAMPLES TO SUPPORT THE THESIS.
- COUNTERARGUMENTS: ACKNOWLEDGE OPPOSING VIEWPOINTS AND REFUTE THEM TO STRENGTHEN THE OVERALL POSITION.

2. PRACTICE WITH SAMPLE PROMPTS

REGULAR PRACTICE WITH SAMPLE WRITING PROMPTS CAN HELP CANDIDATES BECOME COMFORTABLE WITH THE FORMAT AND
DEVELOP THEIR WRITING SPEED. SOME TIPS FOR PRACTICING INCLUDE:

- SET A TIMER: PRACTICE WRITING RESPONSES WITHIN THE 35-MINUTE TIME LIMIT TO SIMULATE TEST CONDITIONS.

- REVIEW SAMPLE RESPONSES: STUDY HIGH-SCORING SAMPLE RESPONSES TO UNDERSTAND WHAT CONSTITUTES A STRONG
ARGUMENT.

- Seek FEEDBACK: SHARE YOUR PRACTICE ESSAYS WITH PEERS OR MENTORS TO GATHER CONSTRUCTIVE FEEDBACK.

3. Focus oN CLARITY AND CONCISENESS

GIVEN THE LIMITED TIME AVAILABLE, CANDIDATES SHOULD PRIORITIZE CLARITY AND CONCISENESS IN THEIR WRITING. SOME TIPS
INCLUDE!:

- Use SIMPLE LANGUAGE: AVOID OVERLY COMPLEX SENTENCES THAT MAY CONFUSE READERS.
- STAY ON TOPIC: ENSURE THAT ALL POINTS MADE DIRECTLY RELATE TO THE CHOSEN POSITION OR DECISION.



- EoiT IF TiMe PerMITS: IF TIME ALLOWS, QUICKLY REVIEW YOUR WRITING FOR GRAMMATICAL ERRORS OR UNCLEAR PHRASING.

CoMMON MISTAKES TO AvolD

IN PREPARATION FOR THE LSAT WRITING SAMPLE, CANDIDATES SHOULD BE AW ARE OF COMMON PITFALLS THAT CAN DETRACT
FROM THEIR OVERALL PERFORMANCE:

1. IGNORING THE PROMPT

IT'S CRUCIAL TO ADDRESS THE PROMPT DIRECTLY. FAILING TO ANSWER THE QUESTION OR DEVIATING FROM THE TOPIC CAN LEAD
TO A \WEAKER RESPONSE.

2. LAck oF ORGANIZATION

A DISORGANIZED ESSAY CAN CONFUSE READERS. CANDIDATES SHOULD OUTLINE THEIR MAIN POINTS BEFORE WRITING TO ENSURE A
LOGICAL FLOW OF IDEAS.

3. OVERLY COMPLEX ARGUMENTS

\W/HILE DEPTH IS IMPORTANT, OVERLY COMPLEX ARGUMENTS CAN DETRACT FROM CLARITY. AIM FOR A BALANCE BETWEEN
THOROUGHNESS AND SIMPLICITY.

CoNCLUSION

THE LSAT WRITING SAMPLE MAY NOT BE SCORED, BUT IT PLAYS A PIVOTAL ROLE IN THE LAW SCHOOL ADMISSIONS PROCESS.
BY UNDERSTANDING THE NATURE OF THE WRITING PROMPTS, PREPARING EFFECTIVELY, AND AVOIDING COMMON MISTAKES,
CANDIDATES CAN ENHANCE THEIR WRITING SKILLS AND PRESENT THEIR BEST SELVES TO ADMISSIONS COMMITTEES. AS WITH ANY
ASPECT OF LSAT PREPARATION, PRACTICE, AND DEDICATION WILL PAVE THE WAY FOR SUCCESS IN THIS UNIQUE SECTION OF
THE EXAM. BY MASTERING THE ART OF ARGUMENTATIVE WRITING, CANDIDATES CAN NOT ONLY EXCEL IN THE WRITING SAMPLE
BUT ALSO DEVELOP SKILLS THAT WILL SERVE THEM WELL IN THEIR FUTURE LEGAL STUDIES AND CAREERS.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE LSAT WRITING SAMPLE?

THE LSAT WRITING SAMPLE IS DESIGNED TO ASSESS A CANDIDATE'S WRITING SKILLS, CRITICAL THINKING, AND ABILITY TO
CONSTRUCT A COHERENT ARGUMENT, WHICH ARE ESSENTIAL FOR SUCCESS IN LAW SCHOOL.

How Is THE LSAT WRITING SAMPLE SCORED?

THE LSAT WRITING SAMPLE IS NOT SCORED NUMERICALLY, HOWEVER, LAW SCHOOLS CAN REVIEW IT AS PART OF YOUR
APPLICATION TO EVALUATE YOUR WRITING ABILITY.



\WHAT TOPICS ARE TYPICALLY COVERED INLSAT WRITING SAMPLE PROMPTS?

LSAT WRITING SAMPLE PROMPTS USUALLY PRESENT A DECISION-MAKING SCENARIO WHERE YOU MUST CHOOSE BETWEEN TWO
OPTIONS AND DEFEND YOUR CHOICE THROUGH REASONING.

How LONG DO YOU HAVE TO COMPLETE THE LSAT WRITING SAMPLE?

YoU HAVE 35 MINUTES TO COMPLETE THE LSAT WRITING SAMPLE, WHICH IS ENOUGH TIME TO PLAN, WRITE, AND REVIEW
YOUR RESPONSE.

CAN | USE PERSONAL EXPERIENCES IN MY LSAT WRITING SAMPLE?

W/HILE PERSONAL EXPERIENCES CAN PROVIDE CONTEXT, IT IS GENERALLY MORE EFFECTIVE TO FOCUS ON LOGICAL REASONING AND
STRUCTURED ARGUMENTATION IN RESPONSE TO THE PROMPT.

WHAT STRATEGIES CAN | USE TO PREPARE FOR THE LSAT WRITING SAMPLE?

To PREPARE FOR THE LSAT WRITING SAMPLE, PRACTICE WRITING ESSAYS BASED ON PROMPTS, FOCUSING ON CLARITY,
ORGANIZATION, AND DEVELOPING A STRONG ARGUMENT.

Is THE LSAT WRITING SAMPLE ADMINISTERED ON THE SAME DAY AS THE LSAT ExXAM?

No, THE LSAT WRITING SAMPLE IS TYPICALLY COMPLETED SEPARATELY FROM THE LSAT EXAM, OFTEN WITHIN A YEAR BEFORE
OR AFTER TAKING THE LSAT.

ARE THERE ANY SPECIFIC FORMATTING REQUIREMENTS FOR THE LSAT WRITING SAMPLE?

THE LSAT WRITING SAMPLE DOES NOT HAVE STRICT FORMATTING REQUIREMENTS, BUT IT'S IMPORTANT TO WRITE CLEARLY
AND LOGICALLY, USING PARAGRAPHS TO ORGANIZE YOUR THOUGHTS.
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