
lsat writing sample practice
LSAT writing sample practice is an essential component of preparing for the Law School Admission
Test (LSAT). While many students focus on the logical reasoning, analytical reasoning, and reading
comprehension sections, the writing sample often gets overlooked, despite its importance. This
section may not be scored, but it is sent to law schools along with your LSAT score, providing them
insight into your writing ability, critical thinking skills, and how you can articulate complex ideas.
Therefore, it is crucial to engage in thorough LSAT writing sample practice to ensure that you present
your best self to potential law schools.

Understanding the LSAT Writing Sample

The LSAT writing sample consists of a single task where you are asked to make a choice between two
options based on a given scenario. You will need to construct a well-reasoned argument to support
your decision, demonstrating clarity, coherence, and organization. Here are some key aspects of the
writing sample:

Format of the Writing Sample

- Length: The writing sample is not timed, but it typically takes about 35 minutes to complete. You will
be given a prompt that outlines a situation and two options to choose from.

- Task: You will need to write an essay that defends your choice and explains why you believe it is the
better option. It’s crucial to anticipate counterarguments and address them effectively.

- Submission: The writing sample is completed on a computer, and it is submitted electronically. It is
important to check for grammar, punctuation, and stylistic errors before submitting.

Importance of the Writing Sample

- Assessment of Writing Skills: Law schools value strong writing skills, and the writing sample gives
them a glimpse into your ability to construct a logical argument.

- Demonstration of Critical Thinking: The writing sample allows you to showcase your critical thinking
skills and how you approach complex problems.

- Differentiation Among Candidates: While the LSAT score is significant, the writing sample serves as
an additional tool for admissions committees to differentiate candidates with similar scores.

Effective LSAT Writing Sample Practice Strategies



To excel in the LSAT writing sample, you need a structured approach to practice. Here are some
effective strategies:

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Format

Understanding the structure of the writing sample is crucial for success. Take the time to review
sample prompts and responses. Familiarity with the format will help you feel more comfortable on
test day.

2. Create a Study Schedule

- Consistent Practice: Dedicate specific times each week to practice writing samples. Consistency is
key to improving your writing skills.

- Set Goals: Establish measurable goals, such as completing a certain number of writing samples each
week or focusing on specific skills (like organization or counterargument).

3. Practice with Real Prompts

Use official LSAT writing prompts for practice. This will provide you with an authentic experience and
help you gauge your performance. Many resources are available, including:

- Official LSAC Materials: The Law School Admission Council (LSAC) offers official practice materials
that include writing prompts.

- Prep Courses: Consider enrolling in a prep course that includes writing sample practice. Instructors
can provide personalized feedback to help you improve.

4. Focus on Structure and Clarity

A well-organized essay is easier to read and understand. Practice structuring your writing samples in
the following way:

- Introduction: Clearly state your choice and provide a brief overview of your reasons.

- Body Paragraphs: Each paragraph should focus on a single reason supporting your choice. Use
examples and evidence to strengthen your argument.

- Counterarguments: Address potential counterarguments to your position and explain why your
choice is still superior.

- Conclusion: Summarize your main points and reiterate the strength of your argument.



5. Seek Feedback

Getting feedback from peers, mentors, or instructors can provide valuable insights into your writing
style and argumentation. Consider the following:

- Peer Review: Exchange writing samples with fellow LSAT prep students and provide constructive
feedback to one another.

- Professional Feedback: If possible, seek feedback from a writing tutor or a law school graduate who
can offer expert guidance.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

When practicing for the LSAT writing sample, be mindful of common pitfalls that can detract from
your performance:

1. Lack of Clarity

Ensure that your writing is clear and concise. Avoid overly complex sentences that could confuse the
reader. Aim for straightforward language that effectively communicates your argument.

2. Ignoring the Prompt

Stay focused on the specific requirements of the prompt. Make sure you address both options and
justify your choice clearly. Straying from the prompt can lead to a disorganized response.

3. Neglecting Counterarguments

Failing to address counterarguments can weaken your essay. Acknowledge opposing views and
explain why your choice remains the stronger option. This demonstrates critical thinking and a
balanced approach.

4. Poor Grammar and Mechanics

Polish your writing by reviewing grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Errors can distract from your
argument and create a negative impression. Always proofread your work before submission.



Resources for LSAT Writing Sample Practice

Utilizing a variety of resources can enhance your preparation for the LSAT writing sample. Consider
the following:

Official LSAT PrepTests: These contain real LSAT questions and writing prompts.

Online Writing Courses: Platforms such as Coursera or edX may offer courses focused on
argumentative writing.

LSAT Prep Books: Many prep books include sections dedicated to the writing sample, offering
tips and practice prompts.

Writing Tutors: Hiring a tutor can provide personalized feedback and help you refine your
writing skills.

Final Thoughts

In conclusion, engaging in thorough LSAT writing sample practice is vital for aspiring law students.
By familiarizing yourself with the format, employing effective practice strategies, and avoiding
common mistakes, you can enhance your writing skills and present a compelling argument in your
writing sample. Remember that this component of the LSAT, while not scored, is an important part of
your application that law schools will review. With consistent practice and a focus on improvement,
you can approach this section with confidence and poise.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the LSAT writing sample, and why is it important?
The LSAT writing sample is a 35-minute unscored section of the LSAT that tests your ability to argue
and support a position. It is important because law schools use it to assess your writing skills and
reasoning ability, which are crucial for success in legal studies.

How can I practice for the LSAT writing sample effectively?
To practice effectively, you can use LSAT writing prompts available online, simulate test conditions by
timing yourself, review sample essays, and focus on structuring your argument clearly with
supporting evidence.

Are there any specific resources for LSAT writing sample



practice?
Yes, resources include LSAT prep books, websites like Khan Academy, and online forums where
students share their writing samples and feedback. Additionally, official LSAC materials can provide
authentic practice prompts.

What should I focus on while writing my LSAT writing sample?
Focus on clarity, organization, and logical reasoning. Make sure to present a clear thesis, support it
with relevant evidence, and address potential counterarguments to strengthen your position.

Can I receive feedback on my LSAT writing sample practice
essays?
Yes, you can receive feedback by joining LSAT study groups, hiring a tutor, or using online platforms
that offer peer reviews. This feedback can help you identify areas for improvement.

How does the LSAT writing sample differ from other writing
assessments?
Unlike other writing assessments, the LSAT writing sample focuses specifically on argumentative
writing in a time-constrained environment. It requires you to present a persuasive argument based on
a given scenario, without the aid of research or outside sources.

What common mistakes should I avoid in my LSAT writing
sample?
Common mistakes include failing to develop a clear thesis, neglecting to address counterarguments,
using overly complex language, and having poor organization. Aim for clarity and a strong logical
structure.

Is the LSAT writing sample scored, and how is it evaluated?
The LSAT writing sample is not scored but is sent to law schools as part of your application. It is
evaluated based on clarity, coherence, organization, and the strength of your argument.

How can I build my confidence for the LSAT writing sample?
Building confidence can be achieved through regular practice, reviewing successful essays,
familiarizing yourself with the format, and developing a structured approach to writing. Mock writing
sessions can also help.
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