
lsat writing sample example

LSAT writing sample example is a crucial component of the Law School Admission Test (LSAT) that assesses
a test-taker’s ability to construct a coherent and persuasive argument. While the LSAT is primarily focused
on evaluating logical reasoning, analytical reasoning, and reading comprehension, the writing sample allows
candidates to showcase their writing skills and their ability to articulate complex ideas in a clear and
organized manner. This article will delve into the LSAT writing sample, providing examples, tips for
preparation, and strategies for success.

Understanding the LSAT Writing Sample

The LSAT writing sample is a 35-minute exercise that requires candidates to respond to a prompt that
presents a dilemma. Unlike other sections of the LSAT, the writing sample is not scored; however, it is sent to
law schools along with your application. Admissions committees review the writing sample to gain insight into
your writing style, critical thinking skills, and ability to present a reasoned argument.

Structure of the LSAT Writing Sample

The writing sample prompts typically require the test-taker to advocate for one of two options or to choose
between two actions based on specific criteria. The structure of the writing sample generally includes:

1. Introduction: Briefly introduce the dilemma and state your position.
2. Body Paragraphs: Provide supporting arguments for your position, including evidence, examples, and
counterarguments.
3. Conclusion: Summarize your main points and reaffirm your stance.

Example of an LSAT Writing Sample Prompt

Here’s a hypothetical example of a writing sample prompt:

Prompt: "A city council is considering whether to approve a new public park or to invest the funds in
renovating a community center. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of each option and argue which
option you believe the council should choose.”

Sample response structure:

- Introduction:
- Introduce the dilemma (public park vs. community center).
- State your position (for example, advocating for the public park).

- Body Paragraph 1:
- Discuss the benefits of a public park (e.g., recreational space, community engagement, environmental benefits).

- Body Paragraph 2:
- Explore the drawbacks of investing in a public park (e.g., maintenance costs, potential for vandalism).

- Body Paragraph 3:
- Present the advantages of renovating the community center (e.g., direct benefits to existing community
programs, potential for increased usage).

- Body Paragraph 4:



- Address the disadvantages of investing in the community center (e.g., limited scope for community engagement
compared to a park).

- Conclusion:
- Restate your position and summarize key points.

Tips for Preparing for the LSAT Writing Sample

Preparation for the LSAT writing sample should focus on developing strong writing skills, understanding the
evaluation criteria, and practicing under timed conditions. Here are several tips:

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Format:
- Review multiple LSAT writing prompts to understand the types of dilemmas you may encounter.
- Practice writing responses to various prompts to gain confidence.

2. Practice Writing Clearly and Concisely:
- Develop a clear writing style that conveys your arguments effectively.
- Avoid jargon and overly complex sentences; simplicity can enhance clarity.

3. Outline Your Response:
- Before you start writing, take a few minutes to outline your argument.
- A well-structured outline can help you stay organized and focused during the writing process.

4. Review Basic Writing Principles:
- Brush up on grammar, punctuation, and syntax to ensure your writing is polished.
- Pay attention to the flow of your arguments and the transitions between paragraphs.

5. Seek Feedback:
- Share your practice essays with peers or instructors for constructive feedback.
- Use their insights to improve your writing style and argumentation techniques.

Evaluation Criteria for the LSAT Writing Sample

While the LSAT writing sample is unscored, law schools will evaluate your writing based on several criteria:

- Clarity: Is your argument clear and easy to follow?
- Organization: Is your essay structured logically?
- Argumentation: Do you provide strong support for your position with relevant examples?
- Tone: Is your writing professional and appropriate for an academic audience?
- Mechanics: Are there any grammatical or spelling errors that detract from your message?

Strategies for Success on the LSAT Writing Sample

To excel in the LSAT writing sample, consider implementing the following strategies:

1. Time Management:
- Allocate time wisely during the writing sample. Spend the first few minutes brainstorming and outlining before
you start writing.
- Keep an eye on the clock to ensure you have enough time to review and edit your work.

2. Choose Your Position Wisely:
- Reflect on the prompt and choose a position you can defend robustly.



- If you find both options compelling, select the one you feel most passionate about.

3. Use Specific Examples:
- Ground your arguments with specific examples that illustrate your points.
- Real-world applications and hypothetical scenarios can enhance your argument’s persuasiveness.

4. Acknowledge Counterarguments:
- Address potential counterarguments to strengthen your position.
- Demonstrating awareness of opposing views shows critical thinking and depth of understanding.

5. Practice Under Realistic Conditions:
- Simulate the exam environment by practicing with a timer.
- Write essays in a quiet setting to mimic the pressure of test day.

Final Thoughts on the LSAT Writing Sample

The LSAT writing sample example serves as an opportunity for candidates to showcase their analytical and
writing skills in a high-stakes academic setting. Although the writing sample is not scored, it is a vital part of
the application process that law schools consider seriously. By preparing adequately and employing effective
strategies, you can craft a compelling writing sample that reflects your abilities and enhances your
application.

With diligent practice, a strong understanding of the prompt, and a clear writing strategy, you can approach
the LSAT writing sample with confidence. Remember, the goal is not just to choose a side but to present a
nuanced argument that demonstrates your critical thinking and writing prowess.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the LSAT writing sample?

The LSAT writing sample is a 35-minute unscored portion of the LSAT that assesses your ability to
construct a coherent argument, organize your thoughts, and express yourself clearly in writing.

How is the LSAT writing sample evaluated?

The writing sample is not scored; however, it is sent to law schools as part of your application. Admissions
committees may review it to assess your writing skills and critical thinking.

What types of prompts can I expect in the LSAT writing sample?

The prompts typically present a decision-making scenario where you must choose between two options and
justify your choice, weighing the pros and cons of each.

Are there any specific strategies to prepare for the LSAT writing sample?

To prepare, practice writing essays on various topics, focus on structuring your arguments clearly, and time
yourself to simulate the test conditions.

Is the writing sample the same as the LSAT essay?

Yes, the LSAT writing sample is often referred to as the LSAT essay. It serves the same purpose of
demonstrating your writing abilities to law schools.



Can I use notes or outlines during the LSAT writing sample?

You cannot use notes or outlines during the LSAT writing sample; you are expected to compose your essay
based on your immediate thoughts and reasoning.

What should I focus on when writing my LSAT sample essay?

Focus on clarity, coherence, structure, and the strength of your argument. Make sure to address the prompt
directly and provide a clear rationale for your choice.

How important is the LSAT writing sample in the admissions process?

While not scored, the writing sample can be important in the admissions process as it provides insight into your
writing skills and ability to formulate arguments, which are essential for law school.

Can I revise my essay during the LSAT writing sample?

You cannot revise your essay after time is called; the focus is on completing a coherent response within the
35-minute time limit.
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