
lsat writing sample example essay
LSAT writing sample example essay is an essential component of the Law School Admission
Test (LSAT) that assesses a candidate's argumentative writing skills. Unlike other sections
of the LSAT, the writing sample is not scored, but it is sent to law schools as part of your
application. This essay provides an opportunity for prospective law students to showcase
their ability to construct a coherent argument, organize their thoughts, and express
themselves clearly and effectively. The following sections will delve into the purpose of the
LSAT writing sample, its structure, and tips on crafting a compelling essay.

Understanding the LSAT Writing Sample

Purpose of the Writing Sample

The LSAT writing sample serves several purposes:

1. Demonstrating Writing Skills: Law schools prioritize strong writing abilities since legal
professionals must communicate effectively. The writing sample allows candidates to
exhibit their proficiency in this area.

2. Critical Thinking: The writing sample evaluates how well a candidate can analyze a
situation, weigh options, and articulate a reasoned argument.

3. Personal Expression: While it is not graded, the writing sample provides insight into a
candidate's thought processes and ethical considerations, which are essential traits for a
career in law.

4. Differentiation: In a competitive admissions landscape, a well-crafted writing sample can
help a candidate stand out among peers.

Structure of the LSAT Writing Sample

The LSAT writing sample typically follows a specific format:

- Prompt: Candidates are presented with a decision-making scenario, often involving a
choice between two options. The prompt outlines a situation and the factors that need to be
considered.

- Decision: After analyzing the options, candidates must choose one and justify their
decision.

- Argument Development: The essay should include a clear thesis statement, supporting
arguments, and counterarguments to present a balanced view.



- Conclusion: Candidates should summarize their main points and reiterate their choice,
reinforcing the rationale behind their decision.

Steps to Write an Effective LSAT Writing Sample

Writing a successful LSAT writing sample involves several critical steps:

1. Analyze the Prompt

Before starting to write, take the time to read and analyze the prompt thoroughly. Identify
the key aspects:

- Options Available: What choices are given, and what are the implications of each?

- Factors to Consider: What are the critical considerations that will influence your decision?

- Potential Outcomes: What are the possible consequences of each option?

Understanding these elements will help you frame your argument effectively.

2. Create an Outline

Building an outline can streamline the writing process. A simple structure might look like
this:

- Introduction: Introduce the scenario and state your choice.

- Body Paragraphs:
- Paragraph 1: Discuss the first option, including its pros and cons.
- Paragraph 2: Discuss the second option, including its pros and cons.
- Paragraph 3: Address counterarguments and why they may not be as compelling as your
chosen option.

- Conclusion: Reaffirm your decision and summarize the main points.

3. Write the Essay

Once you have your outline, start drafting the essay. Keep the following tips in mind:

- Be Concise: Aim for clarity and brevity. Avoid overly complex sentences or jargon that
may confuse the reader.

- Use Transitional Phrases: Help the flow of your essay by using transitional phrases. This



will guide the reader through your argument logically.

- Stay Focused: Stick to the prompt and avoid introducing irrelevant information. Every
sentence should contribute to your main argument.

4. Revise and Edit

After writing the first draft, take the time to revise and edit. Consider the following:

- Grammar and Spelling: Ensure your essay is free from grammatical errors and typos.

- Clarity of Argument: Make sure your argument is clear and well-supported throughout the
essay.

- Adherence to the Prompt: Double-check that your essay addresses the prompt fully and
appropriately.

- Read Aloud: Reading your essay aloud can help you identify awkward phrasing and areas
that may need improvement.

Example of an LSAT Writing Sample Essay

To further illustrate the process, here is an example essay based on a hypothetical prompt.

Prompt: You are the manager of a community center. You must decide whether to allocate
budget funds to expand the center's sports facilities or to enhance educational programs
for local youth. Consider the consequences of each option and make a decision.

Essay:

In light of the prompt regarding the allocation of budget funds for the community center, I
have concluded that enhancing educational programs for local youth is the more beneficial
option. While expanding sports facilities may provide immediate enjoyment, investing in
education will yield long-term advantages for the community.

Firstly, educational programs can significantly impact the future of our youth. By providing
resources such as tutoring, mentorship, and after-school activities, we can foster a learning
environment that encourages academic achievement. Research shows that students
engaged in educational programs are more likely to pursue higher education, leading to
better job prospects and improved economic stability for the community.

In contrast, although expanding sports facilities may promote physical activity and
wellness, the benefits are often less enduring. While sports can teach teamwork and
discipline, these lessons do not directly translate into academic or professional success.
Furthermore, the initial investment in sports facilities could divert funds from critical
educational initiatives that address pressing needs in our community.



Additionally, the community center has a responsibility to cater to a diverse population. Not
all youth are interested in sports, and by prioritizing educational programs, we ensure that
we are providing opportunities for all children to thrive, regardless of their interests.
Educational programs can also engage parents and guardians, fostering a sense of
community involvement and support that benefits everyone.

In addressing potential counterarguments, some may argue that sports facilities promote
health and well-being, which are essential for holistic development. While this is true, it is
crucial to recognize that health can also be promoted through educational initiatives that
incorporate wellness education, nutrition workshops, and physical activity courses. Thus,
enhancing educational programs does not exclude the value of physical health; rather, it
offers a more comprehensive approach to youth development.

In conclusion, while both options have merit, enhancing educational programs for local
youth is the more prudent choice. This investment will not only improve academic
outcomes but also foster a more equitable and engaged community. The benefits of
education are far-reaching and will positively impact generations to come.

Final Thoughts

The LSAT writing sample example essay represents a unique opportunity for prospective
law students to demonstrate their critical thinking and writing skills. By understanding the
structure, following a clear writing process, and crafting a compelling argument, candidates
can produce an essay that effectively showcases their abilities. Even though the writing
sample is not scored, its potential impact on law school admissions should not be
underestimated. A strong writing sample can enhance an application, setting a candidate
apart in a competitive landscape. Therefore, dedicating time and effort to this component
of the LSAT is essential for those aspiring to a career in law.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the LSAT writing sample and why is it
important?
The LSAT writing sample is a 35-minute exercise included in the LSAT exam where test-
takers must write an essay based on a given prompt. It is important because it
demonstrates a candidate's ability to think critically, organize their thoughts, and
communicate effectively, which are essential skills for law school and legal practice.

How is the LSAT writing sample evaluated?
The LSAT writing sample is not scored like the multiple-choice sections of the LSAT. Instead,
it is sent to law schools along with your LSAT score. Admissions committees evaluate the
sample based on clarity of argument, organization, and writing mechanics, which can
influence their decision.



What types of prompts can be expected in the LSAT
writing sample?
Prompts in the LSAT writing sample typically present a decision-making scenario where the
test-taker must choose between two options and argue for their choice, considering the
advantages and disadvantages of each. These scenarios often relate to ethical dilemmas,
policy decisions, or legal issues.

Can I prepare for the LSAT writing sample, and if so,
how?
Yes, you can prepare for the LSAT writing sample by practicing writing essays under timed
conditions, reviewing sample prompts, and analyzing high-scoring essays. Focus on
developing a clear thesis, structuring your argument logically, and refining your writing
style to improve clarity and coherence.

What common mistakes should I avoid in my LSAT
writing sample?
Common mistakes to avoid include failing to directly address the prompt, not providing
sufficient reasoning for your choice, poor organization, and grammatical errors.
Additionally, being overly vague or using overly complex language can detract from the
clarity of your argument.

How can I make my LSAT writing sample stand out?
To make your LSAT writing sample stand out, present a well-reasoned argument with
specific examples to support your position. Use clear and concise language, vary your
sentence structure, and ensure your essay is logically organized. Demonstrating critical
thinking and a strong grasp of the prompt will also help your essay shine.
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