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The "Lost Tools of Writing" is an innovative writing curriculum designed to help students of various
ages develop their writing skills through a structured yet flexible framework. Created by the
Institute for Excellence in Writing (IEW), this program emphasizes the importance of teaching
students not just the mechanics of writing, but also the art of communicating ideas effectively. This
guide aims to provide teachers with a comprehensive understanding of the curriculum, its
components, and practical strategies for implementation.

Understanding the Lost Tools of Writing Curriculum

The "Lost Tools of Writing" curriculum is founded on classical rhetoric, aiming to equip students
with the skills necessary to express their thoughts clearly and persuasively. It combines traditional
elements of writing instruction with modern pedagogical techniques to create a holistic approach to
teaching writing.

Core Principles

The curriculum is built upon several core principles:

1. Rhetorical Framework: The program is structured around classical rhetoric, which includes the
five canons of rhetoric: invention, arrangement, style, memory, and delivery. These canons serve as
a guide for students as they learn to craft their writing.

2. Emphasis on Structure: Students learn to organize their thoughts logically, which is essential for
effective communication. The curriculum teaches various organizational patterns, helping students
to choose the most appropriate structure for their writing.

3. Focus on Audience: Understanding the audience is a key aspect of writing. The curriculum
encourages students to consider their readers and tailor their messages accordingly.

4. Practice and Feedback: Regular practice and constructive feedback are emphasized. This helps
students to refine their writing skills and build confidence over time.

Components of the Lost Tools of Writing Program

The "Lost Tools of Writing" program consists of several key components that work together to create
a comprehensive writing education experience for students.



Levels of Instruction

The curriculum is divided into several levels, each designed for different age groups and writing
abilities:

1. Level 1: Foundations
This level focuses on basic writing skills, including sentence structure, paragraph development, and
the introduction of simple rhetorical devices.

2. Level 2: Intermediate Writing
Students at this level delve deeper into writing techniques, exploring more complex structures and
styles while continuing to develop their understanding of audience and purpose.

3. Level 3: Advanced Techniques
This level emphasizes advanced rhetorical techniques, persuasive writing, and the crafting of longer,
more complex works. Students are encouraged to find their unique voice while adhering to the
principles of effective communication.

Teaching Materials

The curriculum includes several teaching materials that support both instructors and students:

- Teacher's Guide: A comprehensive resource that provides educators with lesson plans,
instructional strategies, and assessment tools. It outlines the objectives for each level and offers tips
for effective classroom management.

- Student Workbooks: These workbooks contain exercises and prompts designed to reinforce the
lessons taught in the Teacher's Guide. They provide students with ample opportunities to practice
their writing skills.

- Sample Essays and Models: The curriculum includes examples of well-written essays that serve as
models for students. Analyzing these samples helps students understand what constitutes effective
writing.

Implementing the Lost Tools of Writing in the
Classroom

Integrating the "Lost Tools of Writing" curriculum into the classroom requires careful planning and
consideration. Here are some practical strategies that teachers can use for successful
implementation.

Creating a Supportive Environment



A positive classroom atmosphere is crucial for encouraging students to take risks in their writing.
Teachers can create a supportive environment by:

- Encouraging Peer Feedback: Foster a culture of collaboration by allowing students to share their
work with peers. Constructive criticism can help them improve their writing while also building
confidence.

- Celebrating Success: Recognize and celebrate students' achievements, no matter how small. This
can motivate them to continue improving their writing skills.

- Providing Resources: Make writing resources readily available to students, such as dictionaries,
thesauruses, and online writing tools.

Integrating Technology

Incorporating technology into writing instruction can enhance student engagement and learning.
Consider the following approaches:

- Online Writing Platforms: Use platforms such as Google Docs or educational websites that offer
writing prompts and exercises. These tools allow for easier collaboration and feedback.

- Multimedia Projects: Encourage students to create presentations, videos, or blogs that combine
writing with other forms of media. This can help them understand the versatility of writing and its
applications in various contexts.

- Writing Apps: Introduce students to writing apps that help with grammar, style, and organization.
Tools like Grammarly or Hemingway Editor can provide instant feedback on their writing.

Assessment and Evaluation

Assessing students' writing progress is essential for understanding their strengths and areas for
improvement. Here are some effective assessment strategies:

Formative Assessment

- Writing Journals: Have students maintain writing journals where they regularly practice their skills.
Review these journals periodically to track progress and provide feedback.

- Peer Review Sessions: Organize peer review sessions where students critique each other's work.
This not only helps them learn from each other but also allows teachers to gauge understanding.

Summative Assessment



- Portfolio Assessment: Ask students to compile a portfolio of their best writing samples over the
course of the program. This allows for a comprehensive evaluation of their growth and
understanding.

- Rubrics: Utilize rubrics for grading essays and other writing assignments. Clearly defined criteria
help students understand expectations and areas for improvement.

Conclusion

The "Lost Tools of Writing" curriculum provides a rich framework for teaching writing that is both
engaging and effective. By focusing on the principles of classical rhetoric, emphasizing structure and
audience awareness, and incorporating various teaching strategies, educators can help students
develop their writing skills in a meaningful way. With the right tools and resources, teachers can
empower their students to become confident and proficient writers, ready to communicate
effectively in an ever-evolving world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Lost Tools of Writing' curriculum?
The 'Lost Tools of Writing' curriculum is a teaching program designed to help students develop their
writing skills through a classical approach, focusing on rhetoric, logic, and the art of persuasive
writing.

Who created the 'Lost Tools of Writing' teacher guide?
The 'Lost Tools of Writing' curriculum was created by Andrew Pudewa and is published by the
Institute for Excellence in Writing (IEW).

What age group is the 'Lost Tools of Writing' curriculum
aimed at?
The 'Lost Tools of Writing' curriculum is aimed at middle and high school students, typically ranging
from grades 6 to 12.

What are some key components of the 'Lost Tools of Writing'
teacher guide?
Key components include lesson plans, writing exercises, assessments, and resources that help
teachers guide students through various writing tasks and critical thinking exercises.

How does the 'Lost Tools of Writing' curriculum approach



teaching writing?
The curriculum emphasizes the importance of understanding the structure of arguments, the use of
ethos, pathos, and logos in persuasive writing, and developing a personal voice in writing.

Can the 'Lost Tools of Writing' curriculum be used in a
homeschool setting?
Yes, the 'Lost Tools of Writing' curriculum is designed to be flexible and can be effectively used in
both traditional classrooms and homeschool environments.

What resources are included in the 'Lost Tools of Writing'
teacher guide?
The teacher guide includes lesson outlines, examples of student work, rubrics for assessment, and
tips for fostering a supportive writing environment.

How does the 'Lost Tools of Writing' support critical thinking
skills?
The curriculum encourages students to analyze arguments, evaluate sources, and construct well-
reasoned essays, thereby enhancing their critical thinking and analytical skills.
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