LOST CITY OF THE INCAS HIRAM BINGHAM

LosT cITy oF THE INCAS HIRAM BINGHAM IS A PHRASE THAT CONJURES IMAGES OF A MYSTICAL PLACE SHROUDED IN HISTORY
AND INTRIGUE. THIS EXPLORER, HISTORIAN, AND ACADEMIC IS BEST KNOWN FOR BRINGING INTERNATIONAL ATTENTION TO MACHU
PICCHU, OFTEN REFERRED TO AS THE “LOST CITY OF THE INCAS.” BINGHAM'S EXPEDITIONS IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY NOT
ONLY UNVEILED THIS REMARKABLE SITE TO THE WORLD BUT ALSO IGNITED A FERVENT INTEREST IN INCAN CIVILIZATION. IN THIS
ARTICLE, WE WILL DELVE INTO THE LIFE OF HIRAM BINGHAM, THE DISCOVERY OF MACHU PICCHU/ THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SITE,
AND THE ONGOING DEBATES SURROUNDING THE PRESERVATION AND OWNERSHIP OF THIS CULTURAL TREASURE.

HiRAM BINGHAM: THE EXPLORER AND ACADEMIC

EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION

HiraM BINGHAM |I] wAS BorRN ON Novemeer 19, 1875, IN HonoLuLu, HAw Al COMING FROM A FAMILY OF MISSIONARIES,
BINGHAM WAS DEEPLY INFLUENCED BY HIS UPBRINGING. HIS EDUCATIONAL JOURNEY BEGAN AT PUNAHOU SCHOOL AND CONTINUED
AT YALE UNIVERSITY, WHERE HE EARNED A DEGREE IN HISTORY. BINGHAM LATER PURSUED GRADUATE STUDIES AT HARVARD
UNIVERSITY, FOCUSING ON LATIN AMERICAN HISTORY, WHICH WOULD BECOME PIVOTAL IN HIS FUTURE EXPLORATIONS.

EXPEDITIONS TO SOUTH AMERICA

BINGHAM'S FASCINATION WITH SOUTH AMERICA WAS SPARKED DURING HIS TIME AT Y ALE, PROMPTING HIM TO EMBARK ON
SEVERAL EXPEDITIONS TO EXPLORE THE REGION. HIS MOST FAMOUS JOURNEY BEGAN IN 1908 WHEN HE LED AN EXPEDITION TO
PERU. FUNDED BY YALE AND THE NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY, BINGHAM'S MISSION WAS TO FIND THE LAST REMNANTS OF
THE INCA EMPIRE, WHICH HAD BEEN LOST TO TIME AND THE ELEMENTS.

1. 1908 ExPEDITION: THIS INITIAL EXPEDITION LED BINGHAM TO THE URUBAMBA V ALLEY, WHERE HE EXPLORED ANCIENT INCAN
RUINS. HOWEVER, IT WAS NOT UNTIL HIS SUBSEQUENT JOURNEY THAT HE UNCOVERED MACHU PICCHU.

2. 1911 EXPEDITION: BINGHAM RETURNED TO PERU IN 1917, GUIDED BY LOCAL FARMERS WHO SPOKE OF A “OLD PEAK” KNOWN
AS MACHU PiccHU. ON JuLy 24, 1911, HE AND HIS TEAM REACHED THE SITE, WHICH WOULD GO ON TO BECOME ONE OF THE
MOST SIGNIFICANT ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES OF THE 20TH CENTURY.

DiscoVverY oF MACHU PiccHU

THe JoUrRNEY TO MACHU PiccHU

THE TREk TO MACHU PICCHU WAS ARDUOUS. BINGHAM AND HIS TEAM FACED CHALLENGING TERRAIN, DENSE JUNGLES, AND
INCLEMENT WEATHER. DESPITE THESE OBSTACLES, THE ALLURE OF THE LOST CITY KEPT THEM MOTIVATED. UPON REACHING
MACHU PICCHU, THEY WERE MET WITH AN ASTONISHING SIGHT THAT WOULD CHANGE THE COURSE OF ARCHEOLOGY.

- ARCHITECTURE: THE SITE FEATURES SOPHISTICATED DRY-STONE CONSTRUCTION, DEMONSTRATING ADVANCED ENGINEERING AND
ARCHITECTURAL SKILLS.

- TERRACES: AGRICULTURAL TERRACES LINED THE MOUNTAINSIDE, SHOWCASING THE INCAS’ ABILITY TO FARM IN CHALLENGING
LANDSCAPES.

- SACRED SITES: TEMPLES AND RELIGIOUS STRUCTURES INDICATED THE SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE OF MACHU PICCHU TO THE INCA
CIVILIZATION.



SIGNIFICANCE OF MACHU PIccHU

MACHU PICCHU IS NOT JUST AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL FEAT, IT IS A TESTAMENT TO THE INGENUITY AND RESILIENCE OF THE INCA
CIVILIZATION. THE SITE IS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN BUILT IN THE 15TH CENTURY DURING THE REIGN OF THE INCA EMPEROR
PACHACUTI. |T SERVED VARIOUS PURPOSES, INCLUDING:

1. ReLIGIoUS: MACHU PICCHU WAS A SACRED SITE FOR INCAN RITUALS, WITH TEMPLES DEDICATED TO VARIOUS DEITIES.

2. RESIDENTIAL: THE STRUCTURES INDICATE THAT IT WAS HOME TO A SELECT GROUP OF INDIVIDUALS, POSSIBLY INCLUDING
NOBLES AND PRIESTS.

3. AGRICULTURAL: THE EXTENSIVE TERRACING SYSTEM HIGHLIGHTS THE INCAS’ AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES, WHICH WERE
ESSENTIAL FOR THEIR SURVIVAL.

HIRAM BINGHAM'S ROLE IN THE DISCOVERY

HiRAM BINGHAM'S ROLE IN THE DISCOVERY OF MACHU PICCHU CANNOT BE OVERSTATED. HIS EXPEDITIONS BROUGHT THE SITE TO
GLOBAL ATTENTION, LEADING TO INCREASED INTEREST IN INCAN HISTORY AND CULTURE. HO\X/EVER, HIS METHODS AND
MOTIVATIONS HAVE BEEN MET WITH SCRUTINY.

- PUBLICITY: BINGHAM'S PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY HELPED TO PUBLICIZE THE DISCOVERY,
MAKING HIM A CELEBRITY IN THE WORLD OF ARCHAEOLOGY.

- ARTIFACTS: DURING HIS EXPEDITIONS, BINGHAM REMOVED NUMEROUS ARTIFACTS FROM MACHU PICCHU, WHICH SPARKED
DEBATES ABOUT THE ETHICS OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL PRACTICES.

THE CONTROVERSY SURROUNDING ARTIFACTS

ARTIFACT REMOVAL AND LEGAL BATTLES

BINGHAM'S EXPEDITIONS TO MACHU PICCHU RESULTED IN THE REMOVAL OF THOUSANDS OF ARTIFACTS, INCLUDING POTTERY,
TOOLS, AND MUMMIES. W/ HILE BINGHAM BELIEVED HE WAS PRESERVING THESE ITEMS FOR STUDY, THE LOCAL PERUVIAN
GOVERNMENT VIEWED THIS AS A VIOLATION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE.

1. RETURN OF ARTIFACTS: IN 1912, BINGHAM SHIPPED MANY ARTIFACTS TO Y ALE UNIVERSITY, WHERE THEY WERE DISPLAYED
AND STUDIED FOR DECADES. HOWEVER, IN THE LATE 20TH CENTURY, THE PERUVIAN GOVERNMENT DEMANDED THEIR RETURN.

2. RESOLUTION: AFTER YEARS OF NEGOTIATIONS, Y ALE AGREED TO RETURN THE ARTIFACTS IN 2010, ACKNOWLEDGING PERU’S
OWNERSHIP OF ITS CULTURAL HERITAGE.

IMPACT ON ARCHAEOLOGY AND HERITAGE CONSERVATION

THE CONTROVERSY SURROUNDING BINGHAM'S ACTIONS HAS PROMPTED BROADER DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE ETHICS OF
ARCHAEOLOGY AND THE IMPORTANCE OF RESPECTING LOCAL CULTURES. KEY POINTS INCLUDE:

- CULTURAL SENSITIVITY: ARCHAEOLOGISTS ARE INCREASINGLY RECOGNIZING THE NEED TO COLLABORATE WITH LOCAL
COMMUNITIES AND CONSIDER THEIR PERSPECTIVES IN EXCAVATION AND PRESERVATION EFFORTS.

- LEGAL FRAMEWORK: INTERNATIONAL LAWS AND AGREEMENTS, SUCH AS UNESCO's W orLD HErITAGE CONVENTION, AIM TO
PROTECT CULTURAL HERITAGE AND PROMOTE RESPONSIBLE ARCHAEOLOGY.



MAcCHU PiccHu TopAYy

TOURISM AND ECONOMIC IMPACT

MACHU PICCHU HAS EVOLVED INTO ONE OF THE MOST VISITED TOURIST DESTINATIONS IN THE WORLD, DRAWING MILLIONS OF
VISITORS EACH YEAR. THIS INFLUX OF TOURISM HAS SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS FOR PERU, CONTRIBUTING TO LOCAL
LIVELIHOODS AND NATIONAL REVENUE.

- TOURISM INFRASTRUCTURE: THE SURROUNDING TOWNS, SUCH AS AGUAS CALIENTESI HAVE DEVELOPED EXTENSIVE
INFRASTRUCTURE TO SUPPORT TOURISTS, INCLUDING HOTELS, RESTAURANTS, AND TRANSPORTATION SERVICES.

- EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES: LOCAL COMMUNITIES BENEFIT FROM EMPLOYMENT IN THE TOURISM SECTOR, FROM GUIDING
SERVICES TO HOSPITALITY JOBS.

PRESERVATION EFFORTS

THE OVERWHELMING POPULARITY OF MACHU PICCHU HAS RAISED CONCERNS ABOUT THE PRESERVATION OF THE SITE. EFFORTS
ARE UNDERWAY TO ENSURE THE SITE'S LONGEVITY AND INTEGRITY.

1. VisITor LIMITS: AUTHORITIES HAVE IMPLEMENTED LIMITS ON DAILY VISITOR NUMBERS TO REDUCE WEAR ON THE SITE.

2. RESTORATION PROJECTS: ONGOING RESTORATION AND CONSERVATION PROJECTS AIM TO PRESERVE THE STRUCTURES AND
LANDSCAPES OF MACHU PiccHU.

3. SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES: PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE TOURISM PRACTICES HELPS PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT AND CULTURAL
HERITAGE.

CoNCLUSION

THE LOST CITY OF THE INCAS HIRAM BINGHAM ENCAPSULATES A TALE OF DISCOVERY, CONTROVERSY, AND THE ENDURING
LEGACY OF THE INCA CIVILIZATION. WHILE BINGHAM'S EXPEDITIONS BROUGHT MACHU PICCHU INTO THE GLOBAL SPOTLIGHT,
THEY ALSO OPENED A PANDORA’S BOX OF ETHICAL DILEMMAS REGARDING CULTURAL HERITAGE. AS WE REFLECT ON BINGHAM'S
CONTRIBUTIONS AND THE IMPORTANCE OF MACHU PICCHU, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO FOSTER A SPIRIT OF COLLABORATION AND
RESPECT FOR THE RICH HISTORY THAT THIS REMARKABLE SITE REPRESENTS. THE STORY OF MACHU PICCHU CONTINUES TO
UNFOLD AS WE STRIVE TO BALANCE TOURISM, PRESERVATION, AND CULTURAL APPRECIATION IN THIS ENCHANTING CORNER OF
THE WORLD.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHo WAS HIRAM BINGHAM AND WHAT IS HIS SIGNIFICANCE IN RELATION TO THE LosT
CITY OF THE INCAS?

HirAM BINGHAM WAS AN AMERICAN ACADEMIC, EXPLORER, AND POLITICIAN WHO IS CREDITED WITH BRINGING \WORLDW IDE
ATTENTION TO THE INCAN CITY OF MACHU PICCHU IN 19 17, WHICH HE REFERRED TO AS THE 'LosT CITY OF THE INCAS'.

\WHAT LED HIRAM BINGHAM TO DISCOVER MACHU PICCHU?

BINGHAM WAS ORIGINALLY SEARCHING FOR THE LAST INCAN CAPITAL, VILCABAMBA/ \WHEN HE STUMBLED UPON MACHU PICCHU/
GUIDED BY LOCAL FARMERS WHO LED HIM TO THE RUINS.



\WHAT IMPACT DID HIRAM BINGHAM'S DISCOVERY HAVE ON ARCHAEOLOGY?

BINGHAM'S DISCOVERY SPARKED SIGNIFICANT INTEREST IN INCAN CIVILIZATION AND LED TO FURTHER ARCHAEOLOGICAL STUDIES
IN PERU, GREATLY ENHANCING THE UNDERSTANDING OF PRE-COLUMBIAN CULTURES.

How pib HIRAM BINGHAM'S FINDINGS CONTRIBUTE TO THE POPULARITY OF MACHU
PiccHu?

His WRITINGS AND PHOTOGRAPHS PUBLISHED IN NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC AND OTHER OUTLETS POPULARIZED MACHU PICCHU,
TRANSFORMING IT INTO A KEY DESTINATION FOR TOURISTS AND RESEARCHERS ALIKE.

\WHAT CONTROVERSIES SURROUND HIRAM BINGHAM'S ROLE IN THE DISCOVERY OF
MAcCHU PiccHu?

BINGHAM'S ROLE HAS BEEN CRITICIZED FOR CLAIMS OF 'DISCOVERING  THE SITE, AS IT WAS ALREADY KNOWN TO LOCALS, AND
FOR HIS SUBSEQUENT REMOVAL OF ARTIFACTS FROM PERU, WHICH HAS SPARKED DEBATES ABOUT CULTURAL HERITAGE AND
REPATRIATION.

WHAT ARTIFACTS DID HIRAM BINGHAM TAKE FROM MACHU PICCHU, AND WHERE ARE
THEY NOW?

BINGHAM TOOK HUNDREDS OF ARTIFACTS, INCLUDING POTTERY AND MUMMIES, TO Y ALE UNIVERSITY; FOLLOWING DECADES OF
DISPUTE, MANY OF THESE ARTIFACTS WERE RETURNED TO Peru N 2011

\WHAT WAS THE INITIAL REACTION OF THE SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY TO BINGHAM'S
DISCOVERY?

|NITIALLY, BINGHAM'S DISCOVERY WAS MET WITH SKEPTICISM BY SOME IN THE SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY, AS THEY QUESTIONED
THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE RUINS AND BINGHAM'S INTERPRETATIONS OF INCAN HISTORY.

How HAS HIRAM BINGHAM'S LEGACY AFFECTED MODERN TOURISM IN PERU?

BINGHAM'S LEGACY HAS MADE MACHU PICCHU ONE OF THE MOST VISITED ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES IN THE WORLD,
SIGNIFICANTLY BOOSTING PERU’S TOURISM INDUSTRY AND ECONOMY.

WHAT LESSONS CAN BE LEARNED FROM HIRAM BINGHAM'S EXPLORATION METHODS?

BINGHAM'S EXPLORATION METHODS HIGHLIGHT THE IMPORTANCE OF ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS IN ARCHAEOLOGY, INCLUDING
RESPECT FOR LOCAL CULTURES, THE NEED FOR COLLABORATION WITH INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES, AND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF
PRESERVING CULTURAL ARTIFACTS.
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