lori holt sew simple shapes guide

Lori Holt Sew Simple Shapes Guide is an essential resource for quilting
enthusiasts who want to explore the art of appliqué and patchwork using
simple shapes. Lori Holt, a renowned designer and fabric artist, has created
a series of products that simplify the process of quilting, making it
accessible for beginners while still providing inspiration for seasoned
quilters. This guide will delve into the various aspects of Sew Simple
Shapes, including the tools, techniques, and projects that can elevate your
quilting experience.

Understanding Sew Simple Shapes

Lori Holt’s Sew Simple Shapes are essentially templates that serve as the
foundation for different quilt designs. The shapes are designed to be easy to
use and versatile, allowing quilters to create a wide range of patterns and
styles. The collection includes various shapes, such as circles, squares,
hearts, and flowers, each crafted to make the appliqué process more
straightforward.

The Benefits of Using Sew Simple Shapes

Using Sew Simple Shapes offers several advantages:

Simplicity: The templates are designed for ease of use, making them
perfect for beginners.

e Precision: Each shape is crafted to ensure accurate cutting and piecing.

Versatility: The shapes can be used in various projects, from quilts to
home décor items.

e Creative Freedom: Quilters can mix and match shapes to create unique
designs.

Essential Tools for Using Sew Simple Shapes

To effectively utilize Lori Holt’s Sew Simple Shapes, you’ll need a few
essential tools to enhance your quilting experience:

1. Rotary Cutter: A rotary cutter is crucial for cutting fabric accurately
around the templates.

2. Cutting Mat: A self-healing cutting mat provides a safe surface for
cutting fabric.

3. Ruler: A quilting ruler helps ensure straight cuts and precise



measurements.

4. Fabric Glue or Fusible Web: These materials help secure shapes in place
during appliqué.

5. Needle and Thread: Choose a thread that matches your fabric for a
professional finish.

Getting Started with Sew Simple Shapes

Before diving into your quilting projects, it’s essential to familiarize
yourself with the steps involved in using Sew Simple Shapes. Here’s a
straightforward process to follow:

Step 1: Choose Your Shapes

Begin by selecting the shapes you want to use for your project. Lori Holt
offers a variety of templates, so take the time to explore the options
available. Consider the overall design you envision and how the shapes will
complement each other.

Step 2: Prepare Your Fabric

Choose your fabric and prewash it to eliminate any shrinkage later. Iron the
fabric to ensure a smooth surface for cutting. It’s advisable to use quilting
cotton for optimal results, as it holds its shape well.

Step 3: Trace and Cut the Shapes

Using your rotary cutter and cutting mat, trace around the Sew Simple Shapes
templates onto your fabric. Once traced, carefully cut out the shapes,
ensuring precision to maintain uniformity.

Step 4: Secure the Shapes

If you're using fabric glue or fusible web, apply it to the back of your
shapes before placing them on your quilt top. This step is vital for keeping
the shapes in place while you sew.

Step 5: Stitching the Shapes

Choose your preferred stitching method—hand sewing or machine sewing—to
secure the shapes onto your quilt top. A straight stitch or zigzag stitch
works well, depending on the look you wish to achieve.



Step 6: Finish Your Quilt

Once all the shapes are securely stitched, complete your quilt by adding
batting and backing fabric. Quilt as desired, and then bind the edges to
finish your project.

Project Ideas Using Sew Simple Shapes

The versatility of Sew Simple Shapes allows for a wide range of project
possibilities. Here are a few ideas to get your creative juices flowing:

1. Quilted Wall Hanging

Create a stunning wall hanging by combining different shapes and fabrics.
This project allows for personalization, as you can select colors and
patterns that reflect your style.

2. Appliqué Pillow Covers

Transform your living space with appliqué pillow covers. Use Sew Simple
Shapes to add fun designs to plain pillowcases, instantly enhancing your home
décor.

3. Baby Quilt

Design a charming baby quilt featuring whimsical shapes like animals or
flowers. This project is perfect for using up scrap fabric while creating a
treasured gift.

4. Tote Bags

Sew Simple Shapes can also be used to create stylish tote bags. Add shapes to
the front of the bag for a unique touch that stands out.

5. Table Runner

Craft a beautiful table runner for your dining room or kitchen. Incorporate
seasonal shapes to change the look throughout the year.

Tips for Success with Sew Simple Shapes

To maximize your success with Lori Holt’s Sew Simple Shapes, consider the
following tips:



e Practice: Start with simpler shapes and projects to build your
confidence.

e Follow Tutorials: Lori Holt often shares tutorials and tips on her
website and social media, which can be incredibly helpful.

e Experiment: Don’t be afraid to mix and match shapes and fabrics.
Experimentation can lead to beautiful, unexpected results.

e Join a Community: Engage with other gquilters online or in local groups
to share ideas and gain inspiration.

Conclusion

Lori Holt's Sew Simple Shapes guide is a valuable resource for anyone looking
to enhance their quilting skills. With its emphasis on simplicity and
creativity, it invites quilters of all levels to explore the beauty of
appliqué and patchwork. By understanding the tools, techniques, and project
ideas presented in this guide, you can embark on a rewarding quilting journey
that celebrates your unique style and artistic expression. Whether you’re
making a cozy quilt, a decorative pillow, or a stylish tote, Sew Simple
Shapes will undoubtedly add a delightful touch to your creations. Happy
quilting!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Lori Holt Sew Simple Shapes Guide' and
how can it be used in quilting?

The 'Lori Holt Sew Simple Shapes Guide' is a comprehensive resource designed
to help gquilters use specific shapes and templates in their projects. It
includes patterns, tips, and techniques for creating precise shapes that can
enhance quilting designs, making it easier for both beginners and experienced
quilters to incorporate these elements into their work.

Are the shapes in the 'Lori Holt Sew Simple Shapes
Guide' compatible with any quilting project?

Yes, the shapes in the 'Lori Holt Sew Simple Shapes Guide' are versatile and
can be adapted for a variety of quilting projects, including quilts, wall

hangings, and home decor items. The guide provides suggestions on how to use
the shapes in different contexts.

What materials are recommended for using the 'Lori
Holt Sew Simple Shapes Guide'?
For best results when using the 'Lori Holt Sew Simple Shapes Guide', it is

recommended to use high-quality quilting cotton fabrics, sharp scissors or
rotary cutters, and appropriate sewing tools such as a ruler and mat.



Additionally, using fusible interfacing can help stabilize the shapes.

Can I find video tutorials that complement the 'Lori
Holt Sew Simple Shapes Guide'?

Yes, many quilting enthusiasts and educators create video tutorials that
complement the 'Lori Holt Sew Simple Shapes Guide'. These videos can be found
on platforms like YouTube, showcasing step-by-step instructions for using the
shapes and techniques outlined in the guide.

Is the 'Lori Holt Sew Simple Shapes Guide' suitable

for beginners?
Absolutely! The 'Lori Holt Sew Simple Shapes Guide' is designed with clarity
and simplicity in mind, making it suitable for beginners. It includes easy-

to-follow instructions and diagrams, helping new quilters learn foundational
skills while creating beautiful projects.
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