lord of the flies review

Lord of the Flies is a seminal novel written by William Golding, first published in 1954. It explores
the inherent darkness of human nature through the story of a group of boys stranded on a deserted
island. This review delves into the plot, themes, characters, and the overall significance of the novel,
providing an in-depth understanding of its lasting impact on literature and society.

Plot Summary

The story begins with a plane crash that leaves a group of boys stranded on an uninhabited island in
the Pacific Ocean. With no adults to guide them, the boys must fend for themselves. Initially, they
establish their own society, led by Ralph, who symbolizes order and civilization. However, as time
passes, the veneer of civilization begins to erode, leading to chaos and savagery.

The boys are divided into factions, with Ralph and Piggy representing reason and intellect, while
Jack embodies primal instincts and the desire for power. The tension between these two groups
escalates, culminating in violence and tragedy. As the boys descend into barbarism, the island
transforms from a paradise into a hellish landscape, illustrating the novel's central theme: the
darkness of human nature.

Themes

William Golding weaves several profound themes throughout "Lord of the Flies," each contributing
to the narrative's depth.

The Nature of Evil

One of the most prominent themes in the novel is the exploration of innate human evil. Golding
posits that all humans possess a primal urge towards savagery. This is illustrated through the boys'
transformation from innocent children to violent hunters. The character of Roger, who revels in the
torment of others, embodies this descent into moral depravity.

Civilization vs. Savagery

The struggle between civilization and savagery is a recurring motif in the narrative. Ralph and Piggy
represent the desire for order, governance, and rationality. In contrast, Jack symbolizes chaos and
the allure of power. As the boys' society collapses, Golding highlights how thin the veneer of
civilization is and how quickly it can shatter.



Loss of Innocence

The boys' experiences on the island lead to a profound loss of innocence. Initially, they are excited
by the freedom and adventure of being on their own. However, as they succumb to their basest
instincts, they confront the darkness within themselves. This theme resonates with the reader as it
reflects the transition from childhood to adulthood and the harsh realities of life.

Character Analysis

Golding's characters are richly developed and serve as representations of various aspects of
humanity.

Ralph

Ralph is the protagonist and represents order, leadership, and civilization. He is elected as the
leader of the group and strives to maintain a sense of structure and safety. Throughout the novel,
Ralph's authority is challenged, and he becomes increasingly desperate as the boys abandon their
moral compass.

Piggy

Piggy is Ralph’s loyal companion and represents intellect and reason. His physical appearance and
asthma make him a target for bullying, yet his insights and ideas are crucial to the boys' attempts to
maintain order. Piggy's tragic fate underscores the novel's themes of the fragility of civilization and
the dangers of mob mentality.

Jack

Jack embodies the primal instincts of humanity and the desire for power. As the leader of the
hunters, he becomes increasingly savage, reveling in the thrill of the hunt and the bloodlust it
incites. Jack's character serves as a foil to Ralph, highlighting the struggle between civilization and
savagery.

Simon

Simon is a symbol of innate goodness and morality. He possesses a deep understanding of the true
nature of the "beast" on the island, representing the idea that the true monster lies within each boy.
Simon’s fate is one of the most tragic moments in the novel, serving as a poignant commentary on
the loss of innocence and the consequences of moral failure.



Symbolism

Golding employs various symbols throughout "Lord of the Flies" to enhance the narrative's themes.

The Conch Shell

The conch shell represents order, authority, and civilization. It is used to summon meetings and
establish a sense of democracy among the boys. As the story progresses and chaos ensues, the conch
loses its power, symbolizing the disintegration of society and the boys' descent into savagery.

The Beast

The "beast" serves as a powerful symbol of the boys' fears and the darkness within themselves.
Initially perceived as an external threat, it ultimately represents the internal struggle between good
and evil. The boys' fear of the beast exacerbates their descent into savagery, illustrating how fear
can lead to irrational behavior and violence.

The Lord of the Flies

The severed pig's head, known as the "Lord of the Flies," symbolizes the primal instincts and
inherent evil within humanity. Its grotesque presence serves as a stark reminder of the darkness
that lurks beneath the surface, reinforcing Golding's thesis about human nature.

Writing Style and Impact

Golding’s writing style is both descriptive and evocative, drawing readers into the visceral
experience of the boys on the island. His use of symbolism and allegory adds layers of meaning to
the narrative, encouraging readers to reflect on the themes of civilization, savagery, and the human
condition.

The impact of "Lord of the Flies" extends beyond its literary merit; it has sparked discussions about
human nature, morality, and society. The novel has been a staple in educational curricula, prompting
critical analysis and reflection on the darker aspects of humanity.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "Lord of the Flies" remains a powerful and relevant exploration of the complexities of
human nature. Through its compelling plot, rich symbolism, and profound themes, Golding
challenges readers to confront the darkness that resides within us all. The novel serves as both a
cautionary tale and a mirror reflecting the fragility of civilization, making it a timeless piece of



literature that continues to resonate with audiences around the world.

Whether read as a coming-of-age story or a deep philosophical exploration, "Lord of the Flies" invites
readers to ponder the true nature of humanity and the thin line that separates civilization from
savagery. Its enduring relevance ensures that it will continue to be studied and appreciated for
generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'Lord of the Flies'?

The main themes include the inherent evil of humanity, the loss of innocence, and the struggle for
power.

How does William Golding use symbolism in 'Lord of the
Flies'?

Golding employs various symbols, such as the conch shell representing order and civilization, and
the beast symbolizing primal instincts and fear.

What is the significance of the character Piggy in the novel?

Piggy represents intellect and reason, often serving as a voice of logic amidst the chaos, but his
vulnerability highlights the theme of societal rejection of the weak.

How does the setting of the deserted island affect the story?

The island initially represents a paradise but quickly becomes a microcosm for civilization's
breakdown, illustrating how isolation can lead to savagery.

In what ways does 'Lord of the Flies' reflect human nature?

The novel suggests that when stripped of societal norms, humans revert to their primal instincts,
revealing the darker aspects of human nature.

What role does fear play in 'Lord of the Flies'?

Fear drives the boys to irrational behavior, leading to the emergence of the beast as a powerful
symbol of their inner turmoil and savagery.

How does Golding portray the conflict between civilization and
savagery?

Golding contrasts Ralph's desire for order and governance with Jack's embrace of chaos and
violence, showcasing the struggle between civilized behavior and primal instincts.



What is the impact of the novel's ending?

The ending, with the arrival of the naval officer, serves as a stark reminder of the outside world's
violence and irony, highlighting the loss of innocence among the boys.

How does the character of Ralph embody leadership qualities?

Ralph represents democratic leadership, advocating for order and cooperation, but ultimately
struggles to maintain control in the face of chaos.

What can modern readers learn from 'Lord of the Flies'?

The novel offers insights into the fragility of civilization and the potential for chaos within human
nature, prompting reflections on morality and societal structures.
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