
lord of the flies lesson 6 handout 13 answers
Lord of the Flies Lesson 6 Handout 13 Answers is an essential resource for educators and
students delving into William Golding’s classic novel. This lesson focuses on the themes, character
developments, and significant events that shape the narrative. Understanding these aspects is crucial
for grasping the deeper meanings within the story and engaging in critical discussions about human
nature, society, and morality. This article will provide a comprehensive overview of Lesson 6,
including key themes, character analysis, and sample answers to the handout questions.

Understanding the Context of Lord of the Flies

To effectively tackle the questions in Lesson 6 Handout 13, it’s important to have a solid grasp of the
novel's context. "Lord of the Flies," published in 1954, tells the story of a group of boys stranded on
an uninhabited island. As they attempt to govern themselves, their society begins to break down,
revealing the inherent darkness within humanity.

Thematic Elements

The novel presents several key themes that are explored in Lesson 6:

1. Civilization vs. Savagery: One of the most prominent themes is the struggle between the impulse to
live by rules, values, and order (civilization) and the desire for power and primal instincts (savagery).
2. Loss of Innocence: The boys transition from innocent children to flawed beings capable of cruelty,
highlighting the loss of innocence as they confront the reality of human nature.
3. The Nature of Evil: Golding delves into the concept of evil, questioning whether it is inherent in
humanity or a product of society.
4. Leadership and Authority: The power dynamics between characters like Ralph and Jack illustrate
different approaches to leadership and the effects of authoritarianism.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters is crucial for answering the questions in Handout 13. Here are the main
characters to focus on:

Ralph: The elected leader who represents order and civilization. His struggle to maintain
authority symbolizes the challenges of governance.

Jack: The antagonist who embodies savagery and the desire for power. His descent into
barbarism is a stark contrast to Ralph’s ideals.

Piggy: The intellectual and rational voice of the group, representing logic and reason. His
glasses symbolize knowledge and insight.



Simon: A mystic character who represents innate goodness. His tragic fate underscores the
novel's themes of innocence and the nature of evil.

The Beast: A symbol of the boys' primal instincts and fears. It represents the savagery that
exists within each character.

Key Events in Lesson 6

In Lesson 6, several critical events are analyzed. Understanding these events is essential for
contextualizing the answers to the handout questions.

1. The Arrival of the Parachutist: This event marks a turning point in the boys' perception of the
outside world and their descent into chaos. The dead parachutist becomes a symbol of the adult
world's failings and the boys’ increasing disconnect from civilization.
2. The Fracturing of the Group: The division between Ralph and Jack's factions becomes more
pronounced. This split highlights the themes of power and the struggle for influence among the boys.
3. Simon’s Revelation: Simon discovers the truth about the Beast, realizing that it resides within the
boys themselves. His subsequent death signifies the ultimate loss of innocence and the triumph of
savagery over civilization.

Sample Answers to Handout 13 Questions

While the specific questions may vary, here are some general answers that can be adapted for typical
queries found in Lesson 6 Handout 13:

1. What does the parachutist symbolize in the novel?
The parachutist symbolizes the adult world's failure to maintain order and peace. His presence on the
island serves as a grim reminder of the ongoing war and the darkness inherent in humanity. It reflects
the boys’ loss of innocence and the encroachment of savagery.

2. How does the relationship between Ralph and Jack change
in this chapter?
In this chapter, the relationship between Ralph and Jack deteriorates significantly. Ralph’s attempts to
uphold order are met with resistance from Jack, who increasingly embraces chaos and savagery. This
shift marks a critical moment in the boys' descent into barbarism and foreshadows further conflict.

3. Discuss Simon’s role in this section of the novel.
Simon serves as the moral compass of the group. His discovery about the true nature of the
Beast—that it is not an external force but rather the darkness within the boys—highlights the core



theme of the novel. Simon’s tragic death represents the extinguishing of innocence and the victory of
savagery over civility.

4. What is the significance of the "beast" in this chapter?
The beast symbolizes the primal instincts and fears that reside within each boy. Initially perceived as
a physical entity, the boys come to understand that the true beast is the darkness of their own
nature. This realization is crucial as it drives the narrative toward its tragic conclusion.

Conclusion

In summary, Lord of the Flies Lesson 6 Handout 13 Answers serves as a vital tool for students
and educators alike. By exploring the key themes, character developments, and significant events in
this lesson, readers can gain a deeper understanding of Golding’s commentary on human nature and
society. Engaging with these elements not only enhances comprehension of the text but also fosters
critical thinking and discussion about the complexities of civilization and savagery. As students
navigate the challenges presented in the novel, they are encouraged to reflect on the implications of
Golding's work in the context of their own lives and the world around them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What themes are explored in Lord of the Flies, particularly in
lesson 6?
Lesson 6 explores themes of civilization vs. savagery, loss of innocence, and the inherent evil within
humanity.

How do characters develop in lesson 6 of Lord of the Flies?
In lesson 6, characters like Ralph and Jack display contrasting leadership styles, highlighting their
moral dilemmas and evolving personalities.

What significant events occur in lesson 6 of Lord of the Flies?
Lesson 6 covers the boys' increasing fear of the 'beast', leading to escalating tensions and conflicts
among the group.

What role does fear play in lesson 6 of Lord of the Flies?
Fear acts as a catalyst for chaos and irrational behavior, driving the boys further into savagery and
impacting their decisions.



How does the setting contribute to the mood in lesson 6 of
Lord of the Flies?
The isolated island setting enhances the sense of danger and foreboding, reflecting the boys' descent
into primal instincts.

What symbols are prominent in lesson 6 of Lord of the Flies?
Key symbols include the conch shell, representing order and civilization, and the 'beast', symbolizing
the darkness within humans.

How does Golding use dialogue in lesson 6 to reveal character
motivations?
Golding uses dialogue to show the boys' varying perspectives on leadership and survival, revealing
their fears and desires.

What lessons can be learned from lesson 6 of Lord of the
Flies?
Lessons include the consequences of fear, the fragility of civilization, and the importance of moral
integrity in leadership.

How do the interactions among the boys change in lesson 6?
Interactions become more hostile and competitive, indicating a shift towards tribalism and a
breakdown of social order.

What is the significance of the 'beast' in lesson 6?
The 'beast' represents the internal fears and savagery of the boys, illustrating that the true danger
lies within themselves.
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