lord of the flies chapter 7 study
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Lord of the Flies Chapter 7 Study Guide Answers provide readers with a deeper
understanding of the themes, characters, and plot developments in William
Golding's classic novel. This chapter, titled "Shadows and Tall Trees," 1is
pivotal as it marks a significant turning point in the narrative, showcasing
the characters' descent into savagery amid the struggle for power and
survival. In this study guide, we will explore key elements of Chapter 7,
including summaries, character analysis, themes, and important quotes that
underscore the chapter’s significance.

Chapter Summary

In Chapter 7, Ralph, Jack, and the other boys embark on an expedition to
explore the island further and hunt for the beast that has been haunting
their imaginations. As they journey through the dense jungle, they discuss
their fears and the rumors of the beast that lurks in the shadows.

Key Events

1. The Hunt for the Beast: Ralph struggles with the idea of the beast and
remains uncertain whether it truly exists. Jack, on the other hand, becomes
increasingly obsessed with hunting and the thrill of violence.

2. The Encounter with the Boar: During their expedition, the boys encounter a
wild boar. Jack's excitement leads him to spear the beast, showcasing the
shift from civilization to savagery.

3. The Dance and the Killing: After the boar is killed, the boys engage in a
primal dance, symbolizing their growing savagery. They reenact the hunt with
a sense of excitement, which foreshadows the later violence in the story.

4. Simon's Revelation: Simon, who has a deeper understanding of the island’s

nature, begins to realize that the true beast may not be a physical entity
but rather the darkness within each boy.

Character Analysis

In Chapter 7 of Lord of the Flies, the characters develop significantly,
revealing their inner conflicts and the broader themes of the novel.



Ralph

Ralph is depicted as a leader struggling to maintain order. His increasing
doubts about the existence of the beast reflect his inner turmoil and the
challenges of leadership. He is torn between the desire for civilization and
the pull of savagery that the island represents.

Jack

Jack emerges as a more dominant and aggressive character in this chapter. His
thrill in the hunt and the desire for power become evident as he encourages
the boys to embrace their primal instincts. Jack’s transformation symbolizes
the loss of innocence among the boys.

Simon

Simon serves as the moral compass of the group. His understanding of the true
nature of the beast and his introspective nature contrast sharply with the
other boys' increasingly savage behavior. Simon’s character foreshadows the
tragic events that follow.

Themes Explored in Chapter 7

Throughout Chapter 7, several key themes emerge, contributing to the
overarching narrative of Lord of the Flies.

The Loss of Innocence

The boys’ transformation from civilized children to savage hunters highlights
the theme of the loss of innocence. This chapter marks a critical point where
the boys embrace their primal instincts, suggesting that savagery lies within
everyone.

The Nature of Evil

The notion of the beast evolves in this chapter. While the boys initially
fear a physical beast, Simon’s insights suggest that the real beast is the
inherent evil within each of them. This theme is central to Golding's
exploration of human nature.



Power and Control

Jack’s growing power and influence over the other boys illustrate the theme
of power dynamics and the struggle for control. His leadership style
contrasts with Ralph’s democratic approach, leading to a rift that threatens
the group's cohesion.

Important Quotes from Chapter 7

Several quotes from Chapter 7 encapsulate the key themes and character
developments. Here are a few notable examples:

1. “We’ve got to make smoke up there—or die.”
This quote by Ralph illustrates his desperation to maintain a signal for
rescue, emphasizing the conflict between survival and savagery.

2. “The conch doesn’t count on top of the mountain.”
Jack’s dismissal of the conch represents his rejection of civilization and
order, highlighting the shift in power dynamics among the boys.

3. “Maybe there is a beast.. maybe it's only us.”

Simon’'s insight into the nature of the beast encapsulates the novel'’s
exploration of internal evil, suggesting that the true horror lies within the
boys themselves.

Discussion Questions

To further enhance understanding of Chapter 7, consider the following
discussion questions:

1. What does the hunt reveal about the boys' transformation?
Discuss how the boys' behavior during the hunt reflects their descent into
savagery and the loss of their civilized identities.

2. How do Ralph and Jack’s leadership styles differ?
Analyze the contrasting approaches of Ralph and Jack in terms of governance
and their impact on the group.

3. What role does Simon play in this chapter?
Explore Simon’s character and his perspective on the beast. How does his
understanding differ from that of the other boys?



Conclusion

In conclusion, the Lord of the Flies Chapter 7 Study Guide Answers provide
valuable insights into the complexities of human nature and the struggle
between civilization and savagery. As the boys delve deeper into the
wilderness, they lose sight of their innocence and succumb to their darker
instincts. By examining the key events, character developments, themes, and
important quotes, readers can appreciate the profound messages embedded in
Golding's work. This chapter is not just a turning point in the plot; it
serves as a reflection of society and the inherent conflicts within humanity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What key events occur in Chapter 7 of 'Lord of the
Flies'?
In Chapter 7, Ralph, Jack, and the others go on a hunting expedition, where

they encounter a pig and attempt to kill it. This chapter also highlights the
growing tension between Ralph and Jack's leadership styles.

How does Ralph's perception of leadership change in
Chapter 77

Ralph begins to feel the strain of leadership as he realizes that his ideals
of civilization and order are increasingly challenged by Jack's more primal
and aggressive approach.

What role does the 'beast' play in Chapter 7?

The 'beast' becomes a symbol of the boys' fear and savagery. In this chapter,
it is further solidified as a source of terror, especially after the boys
mistake a dead parachutist for the beast.

How does Jack's character develop in Chapter 77?

Jack becomes more dominant and aggressive in this chapter, showcasing his
leadership through hunting and instilling fear, which attracts more followers
to his side.

What is the significance of the hunting scene in
Chapter 77

The hunting scene illustrates the descent into savagery and the thrill of
violence. It marks a turning point where the boys embrace their primal
instincts.



How do the boys' reactions to the beast change in
Chapter 77

The boys' reactions shift from skepticism to fear as they begin to believe in
the existence of the beast, leading to increased paranoia and chaos among
them.

What does Ralph's internal conflict reveal in
Chapter 77

Ralph's internal conflict reveals his struggle between maintaining order and
his growing alienation from the other boys, reflecting a loss of innocence
and the challenge of leadership.

What literary devices are prominent in Chapter 77?

Key literary devices include symbolism, particularly with the beast, and
foreshadowing, as the boys' descent into savagery becomes more pronounced.

How does the theme of civilization vs. savagery
manifest in Chapter 77

The theme is highlighted through Ralph's attempts to uphold order and
civility while Jack and his followers embrace chaos and primal instincts,
leading to a clash of ideologies.

What impact does the setting have on the events in
Chapter 77

The jungle setting becomes a character in itself, representing the wildness
and untamed nature of the boys' instincts, influencing their actions and
heightening the sense of danger.
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