
look for me by moonlight mary downing
hahn
look for me by moonlight mary downing hahn is a captivating novel that
combines elements of historical fiction and mystery, written by the acclaimed
author Mary Downing Hahn. This haunting story is set in the 19th century and
revolves around themes of love, loss, and the supernatural. Known for her
masterful storytelling and ability to weave suspenseful narratives, Hahn
delivers an unforgettable experience with this book. Readers are drawn into a
world where past and present collide, and secrets buried in time come to
light. This article explores the plot, characters, themes, and literary
significance of Look for Me by Moonlight, providing a comprehensive
understanding of the novel’s impact and appeal. Additionally, it discusses
Mary Downing Hahn’s writing style and the book’s reception among young adult
readers and educators.
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Overview of Look for Me by Moonlight
Look for Me by Moonlight Mary Downing Hahn is a notable entry in the genre of
young adult historical fiction with supernatural elements. Published in 2006,
the novel blends mystery with a ghost story, set against the backdrop of the
American South during the Civil War era. Hahn, known for her expertise in
writing suspenseful and eerie tales for young readers, creates a rich
historical atmosphere that enhances the haunting narrative. The book stands
out for its intricate plot and well-developed characters, making it a
favorite among fans of historical mysteries and ghost stories.



Author Background
Mary Downing Hahn is an award-winning author specializing in children’s and
young adult literature. With a career spanning several decades, she has
published numerous novels and short stories that often explore themes of the
supernatural, history, and personal growth. Her ability to craft chilling yet
accessible stories has earned her a strong following and critical acclaim.
Look for Me by Moonlight exemplifies her skill in combining historical detail
with suspenseful storytelling.

Genre and Style
The novel fits within the young adult historical fiction genre, with a
significant emphasis on mystery and ghost story elements. Hahn’s style is
characterized by clear, evocative prose and a careful balance of suspense and
character development. The narrative is paced to maintain reader interest
while gradually unveiling the central mysteries and emotional undercurrents.

Plot Summary
The storyline of Look for Me by Moonlight Mary Downing Hahn centers on the
experiences of a young girl named Lavinia, who is transported back in time to
the 1860s. During her journey, she encounters a tragic love story set against
the turmoil of the Civil War. The novel explores themes of fate and the
lingering presence of past events in the present day.

Setting and Context
The novel is primarily set in a plantation home in Virginia during the Civil
War. The historical context is richly depicted, with attention to the social
and political climate of the era. This setting provides a poignant backdrop
for the story’s exploration of loss and unresolved history.

Key Events

Lavinia’s mysterious time travel experience.

Her interactions with the ghostly figures from the past.

Uncovering secrets related to a tragic romance and wartime tragedies.

The resolution of lingering conflicts through supernatural intervention.



Main Characters
The characters in Look for Me by Moonlight Mary Downing Hahn are carefully
crafted to evoke empathy and intrigue. Each plays a crucial role in advancing
the narrative and deepening the novel’s themes.

Lavinia
The protagonist, Lavinia, is a modern-day girl who becomes the link between
the past and present. Her curiosity and courage drive the story forward as
she seeks to understand the mysteries surrounding the plantation and its
inhabitants.

Kate
Kate is a young woman from the 1860s whose tragic love story is central to
the novel. Her ghostly presence and the secrets she holds form the emotional
core of the book.

Supporting Characters
Other characters include members of the plantation household and soldiers
involved in the Civil War. These secondary figures enrich the historical
context and contribute to the unfolding mystery.

Themes and Motifs
Look for Me by Moonlight Mary Downing Hahn explores several profound themes
through its narrative structure and character interactions. The novel uses
supernatural elements to delve into human emotions and historical realities.

Love and Loss
The story poignantly examines the enduring impact of love and the pain of
loss, particularly within the context of war. The tragic romance between Kate
and her lover highlights these universal experiences.

Time and Memory
The motif of time travel serves as a narrative device to connect past and
present, emphasizing how history shapes current identities and relationships.
Memory and the act of remembering are central to the novel’s exploration of
unresolved grief.



Supernatural and Mystery
The ghost story elements provide suspense and an eerie atmosphere, enhancing
the mystery. These supernatural aspects symbolize the lingering presence of
history and the need for reconciliation.

Mary Downing Hahn’s Writing Style
Mary Downing Hahn’s writing in Look for Me by Moonlight Mary Downing Hahn is
marked by clarity, atmospheric detail, and emotional depth. Her narrative
technique effectively combines historical accuracy with imaginative
storytelling.

Use of Language
Hahn employs language that is accessible to young adult readers while
maintaining a literary quality. Her descriptions vividly evoke the setting
and mood, drawing readers into the world of the novel.

Character Development
The author’s skill in developing complex characters allows readers to engage
deeply with the story. The emotional journeys of Lavinia and Kate are
portrayed with nuance and sensitivity.

Reception and Impact
Look for Me by Moonlight Mary Downing Hahn has been well-received by critics
and readers alike. It is praised for its well-crafted narrative, historical
richness, and compelling supernatural elements.

Critical Acclaim
The novel has garnered positive reviews for its originality and atmospheric
storytelling. Critics highlight Hahn’s ability to weave history and mystery
seamlessly.

Reader Response
Young adult readers appreciate the book’s suspenseful plot and relatable
characters. It has become a popular choice in school libraries and among
readers interested in historical fiction and ghost stories.



Educational Use and Relevance
Look for Me by Moonlight Mary Downing Hahn is frequently included in
educational curricula due to its historical content and thematic depth. The
novel offers opportunities for discussions on history, literature, and
ethics.

Classroom Applications

Exploring Civil War history through fiction.

Analyzing themes of love, loss, and memory.

Studying narrative structure and point of view.

Encouraging critical thinking about supernatural elements in literature.

Relevance to Modern Readers
The book’s exploration of timeless themes resonates with contemporary
audiences, making it a valuable resource for fostering empathy and historical
awareness among young readers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Look for Me by Moonlight'
by Mary Downing Hahn?
The novel follows a young girl named Marsha who encounters a mysterious ghost
while staying at a historic inn, unraveling secrets from the past.

Who is the protagonist in 'Look for Me by Moonlight'
by Mary Downing Hahn?
The protagonist of the book is Marsha, a curious and brave young girl.

What genre does 'Look for Me by Moonlight' fall
under?
'Look for Me by Moonlight' is a children's ghost story that falls under the
mystery and supernatural genres.



What themes are explored in 'Look for Me by
Moonlight'?
The book explores themes such as friendship, courage, history, and the
supernatural.

Is 'Look for Me by Moonlight' suitable for young
readers?
Yes, it is suitable for middle-grade readers and is often recommended for
children interested in spooky stories with historical elements.

What is the setting of 'Look for Me by Moonlight'?
The story is set primarily in a historic inn where Marsha is staying, which
plays a key role in the ghostly events.

Are there any real historical references in 'Look
for Me by Moonlight'?
Yes, Mary Downing Hahn incorporates historical details about the inn and its
past to enrich the ghost story's atmosphere.

What is the significance of the moonlight in the
title 'Look for Me by Moonlight'?
The moonlight symbolizes mystery and the supernatural, as key events and
ghostly appearances occur at night in the story.

Has 'Look for Me by Moonlight' received any awards
or recognition?
While it may not have major awards, the book is well-regarded among fans of
Mary Downing Hahn and is praised for its engaging storytelling.

Can 'Look for Me by Moonlight' be used in
educational settings?
Yes, teachers often use it to engage students in discussions about history,
literary elements, and themes of bravery and friendship.

Additional Resources
1. The Doll in the Garden: A Ghost Story by Mary Downing Hahn
This chilling tale follows a young girl named Ashley who discovers a



mysterious doll buried in her garden. As she uncovers the doll's dark
history, supernatural events begin to unfold, blending themes of friendship,
loss, and the eerie power of the past. Mary Downing Hahn masterfully builds
suspense and delivers a haunting story perfect for fans of ghostly mysteries.

2.


