
longest punt in college football history

longest punt in college football history is a fascinating topic that showcases some of the most
remarkable feats in the sport’s special teams play. Punting, a critical aspect of football strategy, can
dramatically influence field position and game momentum. The record for the longest punt in college
football history highlights an extraordinary blend of skill, power, and sometimes favorable
conditions. This article delves into the details behind this impressive achievement, the player who
set the record, and the circumstances surrounding the punt. Additionally, we will explore how
punting techniques and equipment have evolved over time and discuss other notable long punts that
have left a significant mark in college football history. Understanding these elements provides a
comprehensive view of the longest punt in college football history and its place in the sport’s legacy.
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The Record Holder: Longest Punt in College Football
History
The longest punt in college football history is officially recorded at 99 yards. This extraordinary
record was set by Steve O’Neal of the University of Texas during a game in 1969. Achieving a punt
of this length is an exceptional feat, requiring a combination of great leg strength, technique, and
favorable conditions on the field. Steve O’Neal’s 99-yard punt remains unmatched, cementing his
place in college football lore.

About Steve O’Neal
Steve O’Neal was a punter for the Texas Longhorns, known for his powerful leg and consistent
performance. His record-setting punt came during a game against the University of Arkansas, where
he managed to flip the field entirely with one kick. O’Neal’s career included multiple successful
punts and contributions to his team’s overall field position battle, but the 99-yard punt remains his
most famous accomplishment.

Official Recognition of the Record
The 99-yard punt by Steve O’Neal is recognized by the NCAA and is frequently cited in record books



and media coverage. The punt’s length is measured from the line of scrimmage to the point where
the ball was downed or went out of bounds, making it the longest possible distance for a punt in
football. This official recognition underscores the rarity and significance of the achievement in the
context of college football history.

Details of the Historic Punt
Understanding the context and specifics of Steve O’Neal’s 99-yard punt provides valuable insight
into the skill and circumstances behind this record. The punt occurred on October 25, 1969, at Texas
Memorial Stadium, a venue known for its vibrant atmosphere and sometimes windy conditions,
which can aid punting distances.

Game Situation
The 99-yard punt happened during a critical moment in the game where Texas was deep in its own
territory. The decision to punt aimed to relieve pressure and flip field position. The line of
scrimmage was near Texas’s own goal line, setting the stage for a potentially long punt if executed
correctly.

Punt Execution and Flight
Steve O’Neal struck the ball with tremendous force, sending it soaring high and far down the field.
The ball traveled the full length of the field, bouncing and rolling before finally being downed inside
the Arkansas 1-yard line. The combination of height, distance, and roll contributed to the punt’s
unprecedented length.

Factors Influencing Long Punts
Several factors contribute to the ability to execute exceptionally long punts, such as the longest punt
in college football history. These include physical, environmental, and technical elements that can
either hinder or enhance punt distance.

Physical Attributes
The punter’s leg strength and technique are primary factors in achieving long punts. A strong leg
generates power, while proper punting mechanics ensure maximum distance and control.
Conditioning and flexibility also play critical roles in a punter’s ability to perform at a high level.

Environmental Conditions
Weather and field conditions can significantly impact punt length. Wind direction and speed can
either aid or reduce the distance the ball travels. Additionally, the type of turf or grass affects the
ball’s bounce and roll after landing, potentially adding to the total punt yardage.



Technical Elements
The angle of the punt, height of the kick, and timing of the snap all influence punt distance. Punters
aim to achieve a balance between hang time and distance, often adjusting their technique based on
game situations and field position.

Summary of Key Factors

Leg strength and conditioning

Proper punting technique and mechanics

Wind speed and direction

Field surface and ball bounce

Game situation and strategic considerations

Evolution of Punting in College Football
Punting in college football has evolved considerably since the early days of the sport. Advances in
training, equipment, and strategy have all influenced how punters perform and how punts affect the
game.

Historical Changes in Punting Technique
Early punters often used a more straightforward style, focusing primarily on distance. Over time,
punting techniques have become more refined, emphasizing hang time, directional kicking, and
situational punting to limit returns and improve field position.

Advancements in Equipment
Modern footballs are designed for better aerodynamics, which can enhance punt distance and
accuracy. Additionally, improved footwear and training equipment have helped punters develop
stronger legs and more consistent techniques.

Strategic Importance of Punting
Coaches now place greater emphasis on punting as a strategic weapon. Situational punting, such as
coffin corner kicks and directional punts, aims to pin opponents deep rather than simply maximizing
distance. This strategic evolution highlights the importance of special teams in college football
success.



Other Notable Long Punts in College Football
While Steve O’Neal’s 99-yard punt remains the longest in college football history, other notable long
punts have also played significant roles in games and record books.

Examples of Other Remarkable Punts

Pat Brady (University of Nevada, 1967): Recorded a 98-yard punt, just one yard shy of the
record, showcasing immense leg power.

Ray Guy (University of Southern Mississippi, 1970s): Known for exceptionally long and
accurate punts, Guy revolutionized punting and later became the first punter inducted into the
Pro Football Hall of Fame.

Other 90+ Yard Punts: Several punters have achieved punts in the 90-yard range, often
aided by favorable conditions and solid technique.

Impact of Notable Punts on Games
Long punts can dramatically change the momentum of a game by flipping field position and forcing
opponents to start their drives deep in their own territory. These punts often energize defenses and
help teams control the flow of the game.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the longest punt in college football history?
The longest punt in college football history is 99 yards.

Who holds the record for the longest punt in college football?
The record for the longest punt in college football is held by Steve O'Neal of Texas A&M.

When was the longest punt in college football history made?
The longest punt was made in 1969.

How far was Steve O'Neal's record-setting punt?
Steve O'Neal's punt traveled 99 yards.



Which team was Steve O'Neal playing for when he made the
longest punt?
Steve O'Neal was playing for Texas A&M.

Is the 99-yard punt the longest possible in college football?
Yes, a 99-yard punt is the longest possible since the line of scrimmage can only be at the 1-yard line
or further back from the opposing end zone.

Has anyone ever punted longer than 99 yards in college
football?
No, 99 yards is the maximum distance for a punt in college football.

What conditions can help achieve such a long punt?
Factors include strong wind, favorable turf, perfect punt technique, and the ball rolling a long
distance after landing.

Are there any other notable long punts in college football
history?
Yes, there have been several punts over 80 yards, but none have surpassed the 99-yard record.

How does the longest punt in college football compare to the
NFL record?
The NFL record for the longest punt is 98 yards, which is slightly shorter than the college record of
99 yards.

Additional Resources
1. Airborne Legends: The Longest Punts in College Football History
This book delves into the most unforgettable punts in college football, highlighting the incredible
distance and skill behind each kick. It explores the stories of the players who executed these
remarkable punts and the impact they had on their teams and games. Readers will find detailed
accounts of the conditions and strategies that made these punts possible.

2. Beyond the Line of Scrimmage: Record-Breaking College Football Punts
A comprehensive look at the longest punts ever recorded in college football, this book provides
statistical analysis alongside captivating narratives. It discusses how the art of punting has evolved
over the decades and profiles the athletes who have set these extraordinary records. The book also
examines how field conditions and weather have played roles in these historic kicks.

3. Giant Kicks: The Story of the Longest College Football Punts



Focusing on the awe-inspiring moments when college punters launched the ball over extraordinary
distances, this book celebrates the athletes behind the record-breaking punts. It includes interviews
with former players, coaches, and experts who provide insight into the preparation and execution of
these punts. The book also reflects on how these kicks influenced the momentum and outcome of key
games.

4. Legends in the Air: Tales of College Football’s Longest Punts
This collection of stories highlights the legendary punts that have become part of college football
lore. From unexpected wind-aided kicks to perfectly executed punts under pressure, the book
captures the drama and excitement of these moments. It also explores how these punts affected
team morale and game strategy.

5. Field Flips: The Impact of the Longest Punts in College Football
Exploring the strategic significance of long punts, this book analyzes how these plays have changed
field position and altered game dynamics. It combines detailed game accounts with commentary
from coaches and players who witnessed or participated in these punts. The book also discusses the
physical and mental skills required to achieve such impressive distances.

6. Distance and Precision: The Science Behind College Football’s Longest Punts
This book takes a technical approach, examining the biomechanics and physics involved in executing
the longest punts in college football history. It explains how factors such as angle, wind, and foot
placement contribute to maximum punt distance. The book also features profiles of punters known
for their powerful and precise kicks.

7. Kickoff Chronicles: Historic Punts That Changed College Football
Covering some of the most game-changing punts in college football history, this book reveals how a
single kick can shift momentum and influence championships. It recounts the circumstances
surrounding these punts and the players who made them memorable. The narrative also includes
reflections on the evolving role of the punter in college football.

8. From Snap to Spin: The Art of the Longest Punts in College Football
This book offers an in-depth look at the technique and artistry behind the longest punts in college
football. It breaks down the punting process step-by-step and highlights how skillful punters
maximize distance and hang time. Readers will gain an appreciation for the dedication and practice
required to achieve these extraordinary feats.

9. Wind at Their Backs: The Greatest Punts in College Football History
Highlighting the environmental factors that have aided some of the longest punts, this book explores
how wind, weather, and stadium design have contributed to record-setting kicks. It combines
thrilling game narratives with scientific explanations of how nature can become an ally for punters.
The book also celebrates the punters who capitalized on these conditions to etch their names in
history.
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