longest kick return in nfl history

longest kick return in nfl history is a remarkable feat that highlights some of the most
electrifying moments in professional football. Kick returns have the potential to change the
momentum of a game instantly, and the longest kick returns are often etched into NFL lore for their
display of speed, agility, and field vision. This article explores the longest kick return in NFL history,
detailing the players who achieved these incredible plays, the context of these returns, and how they
have influenced the game over time. From record-breaking runs to memorable game-changing
moments, understanding the significance of these plays provides insight into the strategic
importance of special teams in football. Additionally, this article will cover the evolution of kick
return rules and the impact on return yardage. Below is a detailed table of contents guiding the
comprehensive exploration of the longest kick return in NFL history.
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The Record Holder: Longest Kick Return in NFL
History

The longest kick return in NFL history is officially recorded as a 108-yard kickoff return. This
extraordinary play was accomplished by Cordarrelle Patterson of the Minnesota Vikings on October
27, 2013. His electrifying run began deep in the end zone and spanned the entire length of the field,
culminating in a touchdown. This record-breaking kick return surpassed previous marks and
remains a benchmark for special teams performance in the NFL.

Cordarrelle Patterson's 108-Yard Kickoff Return

Cordarrelle Patterson’s 108-yard kickoff return set a new standard in NFL history. The return
started 8 yards deep in the end zone, which is why the official yardage credit goes beyond the
standard 100 yards of the field length. Patterson’s speed, agility, and ability to navigate through
defenders were key factors in his success. This play not only energized the Vikings but also
showcased the game-changing potential of special teams.



Previous Record Holders

Before Patterson’s historic run, the longest kickoff return record was shared by multiple players who
reached 106 yards. Among them were Antonio Cromartie, who returned a missed field goal 109
yards in 2007, but that particular return is categorized differently from kickoff returns. The previous
longest kickoff returns typically ranged from 103 to 106 yards, highlighting how rare and
challenging it is to achieve such a feat.

Notable Long Kick Returns in NFL History

Aside from the record holder, the NFL has seen several notable long kick returns that have
captivated fans and influenced games. These plays often feature a combination of speed, vision, and
excellent blocking, enabling returners to traverse nearly the entire field for a touchdown.

Top Long Kick Returns by Other Players

e Ellis Hobbs - 108-yard kickoff return in 2007

e Jacoby Jones - 108-yard kickoff return in the 2010 AFC Championship Game
e Gus Johnson - 104-yard kickoff return in 1963

e Devin Hester - Multiple returns over 100 yards during his career

e Antonio Cromartie - 109-yard missed field goal return (note: not a kickoff)

These notable returns demonstrate the excitement and unpredictability that special teams bring to
football. Each player’s return contributed significantly to their team’s momentum and occasionally to
the outcome of the game.

Memorable Game-Changing Returns

Several long kick returns have had a profound impact on important NFL games, including playoff
matchups and Super Bowls. For instance, Jacoby Jones’ 108-yard kickoff return in the 2010 AFC
Championship Game was pivotal in the Baltimore Ravens’ victory. Devin Hester’s multiple long
returns consistently shifted momentum in favor of the Chicago Bears, emphasizing the strategic
importance of the return game in high-stakes situations.

Impact of Kick Returns on NFL Games

Kick returns are a critical component of football strategy, often influencing field position and scoring
opportunities. The longest kick return in NFL history exemplifies how a single play can alter the
trajectory of a game by providing immediate points and energizing a team.



Field Position and Momentum

A successful kick return propels the receiving team into favorable field position or results in an
immediate touchdown. Long returns are particularly impactful because they can negate the
opponent’s special teams efforts and swing momentum rapidly. Coaches often emphasize the
importance of kick return units for this reason, as they can dictate the pace and energy of the
contest.

Statistical Influence on Games

Statistically, teams that execute long kickoff returns tend to have more scoring opportunities and
higher chances of winning. The average kickoff return yardage directly correlates with offensive
success by setting up shorter drives. Additionally, long returns often lead to highlight-reel plays that
can intimidate opponents and boost morale.

Evolution of Kick Return Rules and Effects on Return
Yardage

The NFL has implemented several rule changes over the years to improve player safety and modify
the kickoff dynamics. These alterations have influenced the frequency and length of kick returns,
including those record-breaking runs that define the longest kick return in NFL history.

Rule Changes Affecting Kick Returns

e Moving the kickoff spot from the 30-yard line to the 35-yard line (2011)

e Enhanced touchback rules awarding the ball at the 25-yard line instead of the 20-yard line
(2016)

e Restrictions on blocking and running starts on returns

e Increased penalties for illegal blocks and hits during returns

These changes have generally reduced the number of kickoff returns as more teams opt for
touchbacks to minimize injury risks. Consequently, the opportunity for extremely long kick returns
has become less frequent, making historic returns like Patterson’s even more exceptional.

Impact on Return Yardage and Strategy

With rule changes favoring touchbacks and safer play, return specialists must maximize limited
opportunities. Teams now carefully weigh the risk versus reward of attempting a return versus
taking a touchback. This strategic shift has influenced how coaches deploy return units and how
players prepare for kickoff situations.



Techniques and Skills Behind Successful Kick Returns

The longest kick return in NFL history is not just a product of chance but a result of refined
techniques, athletic prowess, and strategic execution. Understanding these elements sheds light on
what it takes to achieve such a remarkable feat.

Key Skills for Kick Returners

e Speed and Acceleration: Essential for breaking through initial coverage and outrunning
defenders.

 Field Vision: Ability to read blocks, find lanes, and anticipate opponents’ movements.
¢ Agility and Elusiveness: Quick cuts, jukes, and changing direction to evade tackles.
e Ball Security: Maintaining possession under pressure to prevent turnovers.

e Endurance and Strength: Stamina to sustain a long run and power to break tackles.

Team Role and Blocking Schemes

Effective blocking by the return team is crucial for creating lanes and protecting the returner.
Special teams units practice coordinated blocks, timing, and angles to maximize the returner's
chances of success. The longest kick return in NFL history often reflects not only individual talent
but also exemplary teamwork.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the longest kick return in NFL history?

The longest kick return in NFL history is 109 yards.

Who holds the record for the longest kick return in NFL
history?

Cordarrelle Patterson holds the record for the longest kick return in NFL history.

When was the longest kick return in NFL history achieved?

The longest kick return was achieved on October 27, 2013.



Which teams were playing during the longest kick return in
NFL history?

The Minnesota Vikings and the Green Bay Packers were playing during Cordarrelle Patterson's 109-
yard kick return.

Has anyone else returned a kick for 109 yards in the NFL?

Yes, several players have been credited with 109-yard kick returns, which is the maximum possible
distance on a standard NFL field.

What makes a 109-yard kick return possible in the NFL?

A 109-yard kick return is possible because the field length is 100 yards plus two 10-yard end zones,
allowing returns from deep within the end zone.

Are there any other types of returns that have reached 109
yards in the NFL?

Yes, there have been 109-yard interception returns and missed field goal returns in NFL history.

How significant is a 109-yard kick return in a game?

A 109-yard kick return is highly significant as it results in an immediate touchdown and can
dramatically shift momentum in favor of the returning team.

Has the record for the longest kick return ever been broken in
recent years?

No, the record for the longest kick return, at 109 yards, has stood for several years and remains the
longest possible return distance in the NFL.

Additional Resources

1. Breaking Records: The Longest Kick Returns in NFL History

This book explores the most thrilling and record-breaking kick returns in the NFL, focusing on the
players, teams, and moments that defined these historic runs. It delves into the strategies and
physical feats required to achieve such remarkable plays. Readers gain insight into how these
returns changed games and left lasting legacies in football history.

2. From End Zone to End Zone: Legendary Kick Returns in the NFL

A comprehensive collection of the most unforgettable kick returns in NFL history, this book
highlights the excitement and skill involved in turning a routine kickoff into a game-changing
touchdown. It features detailed accounts of the longest returns, including player interviews and
expert analysis. Fans get a front-row seat to the athleticism and determination behind these iconic
moments.



3. Speed and Strategy: The Art of the NFL Kick Return

This book examines the blend of speed, agility, and tactical planning that goes into executing
successful kick returns. It covers the evolution of kick return techniques and profiles the NFL’s
greatest return specialists. Readers learn how the longest kick returns were possible through a
combination of individual talent and team coordination.

4. Touchdown Triumphs: Historic NFL Kick Returns that Shaped the Game

Focusing on the most impactful kick returns in NFL history, this book narrates the stories behind
these electrifying plays and their significance in crucial moments. It explores how these returns
influenced the outcomes of games and seasons. The book also reflects on the cultural and emotional
impact these plays had on fans and players alike.

5. Chasing the End Zone: The Quest for the Longest Kick Return

This engaging read tracks the pursuit of the NFL’s longest kick return record, featuring legendary
athletes who pushed the limits of speed and endurance. It details the intense preparation and split-
second decisions that make such returns possible. The book provides a thrilling account of the most
remarkable returns that captivated football audiences.

6. Return Specialists: The NFL’s Fastest and Fiercest Kick Returners

Highlighting the careers of the NFL’s top kick returners, this book showcases players known for
their explosive speed and fearless play. It includes profiles, career highlights, and the stories behind
their longest returns. The narrative celebrates the unique skill set required to excel in this high-risk,
high-reward role.

7. Electric Plays: The NFL’s Greatest Kick Return Highlights

A visually rich book featuring stunning photographs and detailed descriptions of the NFL's most
electrifying kick returns. It captures the drama and excitement of each play, illustrating why these
moments remain etched in football history. Perfect for fans who appreciate the artistry and
athleticism of kick returns.

8. Game Changers: Kick Returns that Altered NFL History

This book analyzes key kick returns that shifted the momentum of critical NFL games and even
entire seasons. It provides tactical insights into how these plays were set up and executed. Readers
gain an understanding of the high stakes and split-second brilliance behind these long returns.

9. Unstoppable: The Physics and Psychology Behind Long Kick Returns
Delving into the science of kick returns, this book explains how physics, player mindset, and
conditioning contribute to record-breaking runs. It combines expert commentary with player
experiences to reveal what makes the longest kick returns possible. This title offers a unique
perspective on the fusion of mental and physical excellence in football.
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