
longest drive nfl history
longest drive nfl history is a fascinating topic that captures some of the most thrilling moments in
professional football. The NFL has seen numerous memorable drives where teams have marched
down the field over long distances, often changing the outcome of games in dramatic fashion.
Understanding these historic drives involves looking at the context, key players, and the strategies
employed during these extended possessions. This article explores the longest drives in NFL history,
highlighting the records, significant performances, and the impact these drives have had on the
sport. Readers will gain insight into how endurance, precision, and teamwork combine to create
some of the most impressive drives ever recorded. The analysis also includes a breakdown of the top
longest drives by yardage and duration, showcasing the resilience and skill required to achieve such
feats.
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Overview of Longest Drives in NFL History
The concept of the longest drive in NFL history refers to the longest continuous offensive possession
measured either by yardage gained or time elapsed. These drives are significant as they
demonstrate a team's ability to maintain control of the ball, execute plays effectively, and overcome
defensive challenges. Drives that cover extensive yardage, often starting deep in a team's own
territory, require a combination of tactical play-calling, precise passing, and reliable rushing. The
NFL records both the length in yards and the duration in time of possession, with some drives
ranking at the top in one or both categories.

Definition and Measurement Criteria
Longest drives can be measured in two primary ways: total yards gained during a possession or the
total time the offense holds the ball. Yardage measurement tracks the distance covered from the
starting point of the drive to the point where the drive ends, usually with a score or turnover. Time
of possession measures how long the offense maintains control from the first snap of the drive until
it concludes. Both metrics highlight different aspects of offensive efficiency and endurance.



Historical Context
Over the decades, the NFL has evolved in terms of offensive strategies, rules, and player
specialization, affecting how long drives are conducted. Early NFL games often featured more
running plays and clock management, sometimes resulting in lengthy drives. In contrast, modern
offenses may attempt quicker scoring drives but still occasionally produce marathon possessions
that test defenses.

Top Longest Drives by Yardage
The longest drives by yardage in NFL history are remarkable achievements showcasing a team's
ability to traverse nearly the entire length of the field. These drives typically start near a team's own
goal line and culminate in a touchdown or field goal. The following are some of the most notable
drives measured by yards gained.

100+ Yard Drives
Drives exceeding 100 yards are rare and impressive given the enormous field coverage required.
Here are some exemplary cases:

In 1993, the Buffalo Bills executed a 98-yard drive culminating in a touchdown, one of the
longest in the franchise’s history.

The New England Patriots have recorded multiple drives covering 99 yards, often ending in
touchdowns and dramatically shifting game momentum.

One of the longest recorded drives was a 99-yard march by the San Francisco 49ers during a
pivotal game in 2016, showcasing precision passing and effective running plays.

Significance of Long Yardage Drives
Long drives that cover substantial yardage demonstrate not only physical stamina but also strategic
execution. Moving the ball consistently against a defense over such a distance requires minimizing
penalties, avoiding turnovers, and effective play sequencing. These drives often energize the offense
and demoralize the defense, contributing to a team’s overall success.

Notable Longest Drives by Duration
Beyond yardage, some of the longest drives in NFL history are also distinguished by their duration,
with offenses maintaining possession over extended periods. These time-consuming drives can
dominate the clock, control game tempo, and limit the opposing team's offensive opportunities.



Longest Time of Possession Drives
Drives lasting over 10 minutes are exceptional in the NFL, where the average drive typically lasts
only a few minutes. Examples include:

A 16-minute, 45-second drive by the Chicago Bears in 1985, which helped secure a critical
victory in the playoffs.

The 2012 New York Giants featured a 14-minute drive that showcased patient, methodical
play-calling resulting in a game-winning touchdown.

A 15-minute drive by the Pittsburgh Steelers in 2005 during a divisional playoff game,
effectively wearing down the opposing defense.

Clock Management and Strategy
Extended drives by duration often involve strategic clock management, especially in late-game
scenarios. Teams use a combination of rushing plays, short completions, and smart timeout usage to
maintain possession and run down the clock while advancing the ball. This approach is particularly
effective for protecting a lead or setting up a scoring opportunity in critical moments.

Key Players and Strategies in Longest Drives
The success of the longest drives in NFL history is often attributed to standout players and effective
offensive strategies. Quarterbacks, running backs, and offensive lines play pivotal roles in sustaining
these drives.

Quarterbacks’ Role in Extended Drives
Quarterbacks are central to executing long drives, requiring accuracy, decision-making, and
leadership. Many of the longest drives feature legendary quarterbacks known for their ability to read
defenses and make adjustments on the fly. For example, Tom Brady and Peyton Manning have been
instrumental in orchestrating numerous lengthy drives during their careers.

Running Backs and Offensive Line Contributions
Effective rushing attacks and solid offensive line performance are crucial to maintaining possession
and controlling the clock. Running backs who can consistently gain yards and convert crucial third
downs help sustain drives. Additionally, the offensive line must protect the quarterback and open
running lanes to prevent defensive disruptions.



Offensive Play-Calling and Adaptability
Coaches and coordinators design play sequences that keep defenses off balance. Utilizing a mix of
run-pass options, play-action passes, and screen plays can extend drives by exploiting defensive
weaknesses. Adaptability during a drive is essential, as teams adjust based on defensive formations
and in-game situations.

Impact of Longest Drives on NFL Games and Records
Longest drives in NFL history often have significant impacts on game outcomes, momentum shifts,
and even league records. These drives can energize teams, demoralize opponents, and sometimes
become defining moments in playoff and regular-season games.

Influence on Game Outcomes
Extended drives that result in scoring can swing the momentum of a game, especially when they
consume large portions of the game clock. Controlling possession limits the opposing offense’s
opportunities and can lead to strategic advantages. Many game-winning drives fall into the category
of longest drives by duration or yardage.

Records and Milestones
Teams and players involved in the longest drives often set records for yardage gained, time of
possession, or consecutive plays run. These achievements are documented in NFL record books and
serve as benchmarks for future teams to aspire to.

Examples of Historic Drive Outcomes

The 1985 Chicago Bears’ lengthy drives were instrumental in their Super Bowl-winning
season, exemplifying ball control and defense dominance.

In the 2015 AFC Championship, the Denver Broncos executed a long, sustained drive that
helped secure their victory and eventual Super Bowl appearance.

Historic comeback drives often feature long, sustained possessions that showcase resilience
and execution under pressure.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the longest drive in NFL history by yardage?
The longest drive in NFL history by yardage is a 99-yard drive, which has happened multiple times
throughout league history.

Which teams have completed a 99-yard drive in the NFL?
Several teams have completed 99-yard drives, including the New York Giants, Dallas Cowboys, and
Miami Dolphins, among others.

When was the most recent 99-yard drive in NFL history?
One of the most recent 99-yard drives occurred in the 2020 NFL season when the New England
Patriots executed a 99-yard touchdown drive.

Who holds the record for the longest drive in NFL playoff
history?
The longest playoff drive is also 99 yards, achieved by multiple teams in various playoff games.

What makes a 99-yard drive so significant in NFL games?
A 99-yard drive is significant because it starts at the very back of a team's own territory and requires
a sustained, successful offensive effort to reach the opponent's end zone.

Are there any drives longer than 99 yards in NFL history?
No, 99 yards is the maximum length for a drive in the NFL since the field is 100 yards long and
drives cannot start from within the end zones.

Additional Resources
1. The Longest Drive: NFL’s Most Epic Yardage Gains
This book chronicles the most remarkable and record-breaking long drives in NFL history. It
explores the key moments, players, and strategies behind each unforgettable push down the field.
Readers will gain insight into how these drives changed games and defined careers.

2. Gridiron Grit: The Stories Behind NFL’s Longest Drives
Delving deep into NFL lore, this book highlights the perseverance and determination required for
the longest drives ever recorded. Featuring firsthand accounts from players and coaches, it captures
the drama and intensity of these extended possessions. It’s a tribute to teamwork and resilience on
the football field.

3. Marching Downfield: Legendary Long Drives in NFL History
This volume outlines the most legendary long drives that have shaped the NFL’s competitive
landscape. Each chapter breaks down the pivotal plays and tactical decisions that propelled teams
across the field. The book also examines how these drives influenced the outcomes of crucial games
and championships.



4. Endurance and Execution: The Anatomy of NFL’s Longest Drives
Focusing on the physical and mental endurance required, this book analyzes the components of
successful long drives. It provides detailed breakdowns of plays, formations, and player
performances that contributed to sustained offensive success. Readers will appreciate the blend of
athleticism and strategy involved.

5. Drive for Glory: Epic NFL Comebacks and Long Drives
This book tells the thrilling stories of NFL teams that engineered incredible comebacks through
lengthy drives. It highlights moments when determination and skill combined to overturn deficits
and secure victories. The narratives showcase the emotional highs and lows experienced on the
gridiron.

6. The Art of the Drive: Mastering Long Possessions in the NFL
An in-depth guide to the tactics and skills behind maintaining possession and advancing the ball over
long distances. The book features interviews with coaches and players who excel in orchestrating
effective drives. It serves as both a historical recount and a strategic manual.

7. From Snap to Score: NFL’s Greatest Long Drives Unpacked
This book breaks down the mechanics and key plays of the NFL’s greatest long drives, offering
detailed play-by-play analyses. It reveals how teams manage clock, personnel, and momentum
during extended possessions. The book is ideal for fans interested in the technical side of football.

8. Last-Minute Miracles: NFL’s Longest Drives in Crunch Time
Highlighting the most dramatic drives executed under pressure, this book focuses on clutch
performances in the final moments of games. It celebrates the players and moments that exemplify
poise and precision when the stakes are highest. These stories underscore the unpredictability and
excitement of the NFL.

9. Yard by Yard: The History of Long Drives in Professional Football
Offering a comprehensive historical perspective, this book traces the evolution of long drives in
professional football from the early days to the modern NFL. It emphasizes how changes in rules,
play styles, and athlete conditioning have impacted offensive strategies. The book is a rich resource
for understanding the game’s development.
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