
longest book in history

longest book in history is a fascinating subject that has intrigued bibliophiles,
historians, and literary enthusiasts alike. Identifying the longest book ever written
involves considering various factors such as word count, page numbers, volumes, and even
the format in which the work was originally published. This article delves into some of the
most notable contenders for the title, exploring their origins, content, and significance in
literary history. From epic novels to extensive encyclopedias, the scope of what qualifies
as the longest book is diverse and complex. Additionally, the impact of such voluminous
works on culture and literature is substantial, often shaping generations of readers and
writers. This comprehensive overview will also clarify common misconceptions and
present interesting facts about these monumental works. The following sections offer a
detailed table of contents for easy navigation through this extensive topic.
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Defining the Longest Book in History
Understanding what constitutes the longest book in history requires clarity on the criteria
used. Different measures such as word count, physical size, number of pages, or volumes
can yield varying results. Some argue that the longest book should be based on the total
number of words, while others emphasize the sheer physical bulk or the number of
volumes in a series. Additionally, distinctions arise between single works published as one
book and multi-volume collections that together form a continuous narrative or thematic
compilation. This section outlines these definitions to provide a framework for comparing
lengthy literary works.

Word Count vs. Page Count
Word count is the most objective metric for determining the longest book in history. It
accounts for the actual content regardless of formatting, font size, or page dimensions.
Page count, however, can be misleading due to variations in typesetting, paper size, and
printing style. Therefore, while some books may appear longer physically, their word
count may be lower than others with more condensed printing.



Single Volume vs. Multi-Volume Works
Another consideration is whether to include multi-volume works as a single entity. Some of
the longest literary projects are published in multiple volumes but are considered a single
work due to their continuous storyline or unified authorship. Deciding whether to count
these as one book or separate entities affects which work holds the title of longest book in
history.

Notable Contenders for the Longest Book
Several literary works have been recognized as contenders for the longest book in history
based on their extraordinary length and complexity. These books span genres from classic
literature and epic novels to encyclopedic collections. The following list highlights some of
the most prominent examples that have captured attention for their vast scope.

À la recherche du temps perdu by Marcel Proust – Often cited as one of the1.
longest novels ever written, with approximately 1.2 million words across seven
volumes.

Artamène ou le Grand Cyrus by Madeleine and Georges de Scudéry – A 17th-2.
century French novel spanning around 2.1 million words.

In Search of Lost Time – Another name for Proust's work, emphasizing its depth3.
and length.

Devta by Mohiuddin Nawab – An Urdu serial novel published over 33 years,4.
featuring roughly 11,200 pages.

The Blah Story by Nigel Tomm – Known for experimental prose, with over 175.
million words making it one of the longest in sheer word count.

Marcel Proust’s Magnum Opus
Marcel Proust’s seven-volume novel, often referred to as “In Search of Lost Time,” is
celebrated for its literary quality as well as its length. Comprising approximately 1.2
million words, it explores themes of memory, time, and society. Its size and depth have
established it as a prominent contender in discussions about the longest book in history.

The Epic Urdu Serial “Devta”
“Devta” by Mohiuddin Nawab is a remarkable example of continuous storytelling across
decades. Published as a serialized novel in a magazine, it totals over 11,200 pages and
millions of words, making it one of the longest narrative works ever created. Its format
challenges conventional definitions of a “book,” but its impact and length are undeniable.



The Guinness World Record Holder
The official Guinness World Records provides a formal recognition for the longest book in
history based on specific criteria. According to their records, the title is awarded to a
particular work that meets their standards of publication and length. This section explores
which book holds the official record and the parameters applied to determine it.

“The Yongle Encyclopedia”
The “Yongle Encyclopedia,” compiled in early 15th-century China, is often cited by
Guinness World Records as the longest encyclopedia ever created. Containing nearly
23,000 volumes and covering a vast range of subjects, its word count and physical size far
exceed typical books. However, its classification as a book versus an encyclopedia affects
its standing in literary rankings.

“Marienbad My Love” by Mark Leach
More recently, “Marienbad My Love” has been recognized for its length with over 17
million words. This novel challenges traditional notions of book length and publication
format, being an experimental and self-published work. Guinness World Records
acknowledged it under certain conditions, reflecting evolving definitions of what
constitutes the longest book in history.

Epic Literary Works and Their Lengths
Beyond record holders, many epic literary works are renowned for their extraordinary
length and narrative complexity. These novels and series have shaped literary traditions
and often reflect the cultural and historical contexts in which they were written. This
section reviews some of these works and their contributions to literary history.

The Mahabharata
The ancient Indian epic, the Mahabharata, is one of the longest poems ever written, with
approximately 1.8 million words. It combines mythology, philosophy, and history, and its
length surpasses most modern novels. Often considered a foundational text in Indian
culture, its size and depth are monumental.

Leo Tolstoy’s “War and Peace”
“War and Peace” by Leo Tolstoy is one of the longest novels in Western literature, with
over 560,000 words. Celebrated for its complex characters and detailed depiction of
Russian society during the Napoleonic Wars, its length contributes to its status as a
literary classic.



“Les Misérables” by Victor Hugo
Victor Hugo’s “Les Misérables” is another epic novel known for its length and depth,
spanning more than 500,000 words. It explores social injustice and redemption in 19th-
century France, combining historical narrative with philosophical musings.

Factors Affecting Book Length Measurements
Measuring the length of books is not straightforward due to numerous factors influencing
word count and physical size. These variables complicate the process of identifying the
longest book in history and require careful consideration when comparing works.

Translation and Language Differences
Books translated into different languages often vary in length due to differences in
vocabulary, sentence structure, and cultural expression. A work that is lengthy in its
original language may appear shorter or longer in translation, affecting comparative
assessments.

Format and Edition Variances
The format of a book, including font size, page layout, and edition, can significantly impact
page count. For instance, large-print editions increase page numbers without adding
content, while condensed layouts reduce them. These factors make page count an
unreliable metric for length.

Serial Publications vs. Single Releases
Some of the longest literary works were originally published as serials over many years,
challenging the conventional notion of a single book. Whether such serialized works
qualify as one book or multiple volumes influences their recognition as the longest book in
history.

Impact and Legacy of the Longest Books
The longest books in history have left profound marks on literary culture and society.
Their sheer scale often reflects significant artistic ambition, cultural heritage, or scholarly
endeavor. This section highlights the influence and legacy of these monumental works.

Cultural Significance
Many of the longest books encapsulate important cultural narratives and traditions. Works
like the Mahabharata and the Yongle Encyclopedia serve as repositories of knowledge and



identity, preserving history, folklore, and philosophy for future generations.

Influence on Literature and Scholarship
Lengthy literary works often push the boundaries of narrative form and style, inspiring
other writers and scholars. The complexity and richness of these books encourage in-
depth analysis, interpretation, and academic study, contributing to ongoing literary
discourse.

Challenges and Rewards for Readers
Reading the longest books in history presents challenges such as time investment and
concentration. However, engaging with these works offers rewards including deep
immersion, intellectual stimulation, and a comprehensive understanding of the themes
explored.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the longest book in history by word
count?
The longest book in history by word count is 'In Search of Lost Time' by Marcel Proust,
which contains approximately 1.2 million words.

Which book holds the record for the longest novel ever
written?
'Artamène ou le Grand Cyrus,' attributed to Madeleine de Scudéry and her brother
Georges, is considered the longest novel ever written, with around 2.1 million words.

Is the Bible considered the longest book in history?
While the Bible is one of the longest religious texts and has a significant word count, it is
not the longest book in history when compared to some novels and literary works.

How do publishers handle printing extremely long
books?
Publishers often split extremely long books into multiple volumes to make them more
manageable and cost-effective for printing and reading.



Are there any modern books competing for the title of
longest book?
Yes, modern works like 'A Dance to the Music of Time' by Anthony Powell and 'The Blah
Story' by Nigel Tomm are notable for their length, but classic works like Proust’s remain
the longest by word count.

Additional Resources
1. "In Search of Lost Time" by Marcel Proust
This monumental novel is often cited as the longest book ever written, spanning over
4,000 pages in its seven volumes. Proust’s work delves deeply into themes of memory,
time, and society, weaving an intricate narrative that explores the narrator's experiences
and reflections. Its detailed psychological insight and elaborate prose make it a
monumental achievement in literary history.

2. "Artamène ou le Grand Cyrus" by Madeleine de Scudéry
Published in the 17th century, this French novel is considered one of the longest novels
ever written, consisting of ten volumes and roughly 2.1 million words. It is a romance and
adventure story set in ancient Persia, portraying heroic exploits and complex romantic
entanglements. The novel was extremely popular in its time and influenced the
development of the French novel.

3. "Clarissa" by Samuel Richardson
"Clarissa" is an 18th-century epistolary novel renowned for its length and emotional depth.
Spanning over 1,500 pages, it tells the tragic story of a young woman’s struggle against
familial oppression and societal expectations. Richardson’s detailed character
development and exploration of virtue and vice mark it as a landmark in English literature.

4. "Les Misérables" by Victor Hugo
This classic French novel is famous not only for its length but also for its profound
commentary on justice, love, and redemption. Covering a wide array of characters and
social issues in 19th-century France, Hugo’s epic narrative intricately weaves personal
and political struggles. Its rich storytelling and moral depth have made it a perennial
favorite worldwide.

5. "War and Peace" by Leo Tolstoy
Tolstoy’s epic novel is celebrated for its vast scope, detailed characterizations, and
philosophical reflections on history and human nature. Set during the Napoleonic Wars, it
combines historical events with intimate portrayals of Russian aristocratic life. Its
considerable length and complexity have made it a cornerstone of world literature.

6. "Infinite Jest" by David Foster Wallace
Known for its length and complexity, this late 20th-century novel explores themes of
addiction, entertainment, and the search for meaning in modern society. Its nonlinear
narrative and extensive footnotes challenge readers to engage deeply with its multifaceted
storylines. "Infinite Jest" is often hailed as a defining work of postmodern literature.

7. "A Suitable Boy" by Vikram Seth



This expansive novel, set in post-independence India, follows the intertwined lives of
several families over a year. At over 1,300 pages, it is one of the longest single-volume
novels in the English language. Seth’s detailed social commentary and vivid
characterizations provide a rich portrait of Indian society.

8. "The Story of the Stone" (also known as "Dream of the Red Chamber") by Cao Xueqin
Considered one of China’s greatest literary masterpieces, this 18th-century novel is both
lengthy and culturally significant. It intricately depicts the rise and fall of a noble family,
blending realism with supernatural elements. Its depth and complexity have earned it a
lasting place in world literature.

9. "Zettels Traum" by Arno Schmidt
This experimental German novel is known for its extreme length and unconventional
format, spanning over 1,300 pages with dense text and unique typography. It challenges
traditional narrative structures and explores themes of language, dreams, and
consciousness. "Zettels Traum" is regarded as a monumental work in avant-garde
literature.
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