living end sideboard guide

living end sideboard guide is an essential resource for players and enthusiasts looking
to optimize their Living End decks in Magic: The Gathering. This guide covers the
fundamentals of sideboarding strategies, key card choices, and matchup considerations to
help players improve their game performance. Living End is a unique archetype that
combines graveyard recursion with cascade mechanics, making the sideboard a critical
component for adapting to various opponents. Understanding how to effectively utilize the
sideboard can significantly influence the outcome of matches across different formats.
This article will explore the importance of the sideboard, common cards used, and
strategic deployment against popular deck types. The following sections provide a
comprehensive overview of living end sideboard guide essentials, ensuring a thorough
grasp of sideboard construction and tactical use.

e Understanding the Role of the Sideboard in Living End
e Key Sideboard Cards for Living End

e Matchup-Specific Sideboard Strategies

e Building an Effective Sideboard for Different Formats

e Tips for Sideboarding and In-Game Adjustments

Understanding the Role of the Sideboard in Living
End

The sideboard is a vital tool for Living End players, providing flexibility and answers to
opposing strategies that may disrupt the deck's primary game plan. Unlike many decks,
Living End relies heavily on executing a cascade into a mass reanimation of creatures
from the graveyard, which can be fragile against disruption. The sideboard allows players
to include cards that shore up weaknesses, counter specific threats, and improve
consistency in varying matchups. Recognizing the sideboard's role helps in tailoring the
deck to perform optimally against control, aggro, combo, and midrange opponents.

Purpose of the Sideboard

The sideboard serves multiple purposes in Living End gameplay. It supplements the main
deck by providing essential tools against hate cards like artifact and enchantment
removal, graveyard hate, and counterspells. It also offers alternate strategies to disrupt or
slow down opponents, giving Living End a better chance to execute its game plan.
Effective sideboarding can turn unfavorable matchups into winnable battles by adapting to
the metagame and opponent's deck composition.



Common Sideboarding Challenges

Living End players face challenges such as balancing graveyard hate, dealing with fast
aggro decks, and handling control decks that can counter cascade spells. The sideboard
must address these issues without diluting the core strategy. This requires careful card
selection and understanding of when to bring in specific cards. Managing card slots
effectively is crucial to maintaining the deck’s rhythm and power.

Key Sideboard Cards for Living End

A well-constructed sideboard includes a mix of disruption, protection, and utility cards
tailored to counter threats and enhance game plan execution. The following are some of
the most impactful sideboard cards commonly used in Living End decks.

Graveyard Hate

Graveyard hate is one of the most critical components in the Living End sideboard, as
many opponents deploy strategies that can shut down the deck’s key
mechanic—reanimating creatures from the graveyard.

e Tormod's Crypt: A zero-cost artifact that can be sacrificed to exile an opponent's
graveyard instantly.

¢ Relic of Progenitus: Provides graveyard exile and card draw, helping maintain
momentum.

e Nihil Spellbomb: Similar to Relic, with the added ability to draw a card upon
activation.

* Scavenging Ooze: A creature that exiles cards from graveyards and gains life,
offering a dual threat.

Protection and Disruption

Protection cards help safeguard the cascade spell and creatures from removal, while
disruption cards can interfere with the opponent's strategy.

e Veil of Summer: Offers protection against counterspells and discard spells,
especially effective against blue and black decks.

e Lightning Bolt: Efficient removal to handle aggressive creatures and fast threats.
e Shatterstorm: Destroys artifacts, useful against artifact-heavy decks.

¢ Fulminator Mage: Helps disrupt mana bases and slow down opponents.



Additional Utility Cards

Utility cards provide extra versatility and help in specific matchups.

¢ Echoing Truth: Bounces troublesome permanents, useful against tokens and
enchantments.

¢ Crackling Doom: Removes creatures and planeswalkers, dealing with problematic
threats.

 Engineered Explosives: Versatile removal that can clear multiple small
permanents.

Matchup-Specific Sideboard Strategies

Adapting the sideboard to counter specific archetypes is essential for maximizing the
effectiveness of Living End. Each matchup demands a tailored approach to either enhance
the deck’s strengths or shore up weaknesses.

Against Control Decks

Control decks often rely on counterspells and board wipes to disrupt Living End’s cascade
and creature reanimation. Sideboarding in protection cards like Veil of Summer and
additional removal can be crucial. Bringing in cards that act quickly and force immediate
board presence helps prevent control players from stabilizing.

Against Aggro Decks

Aggressive decks aim to end the game before Living End can execute its combo. Sideboard
options such as Lightning Bolt and Fulminator Mage help manage early threats and
disrupt mana bases. Including creatures like Scavenging Ooze can also provide life gain
and board presence to survive the initial onslaught.

Against Graveyard Hate

Facing graveyard hate requires strategic decisions about which cards to bring in or keep
out. While graveyard hate can severely impact Living End’s primary strategy, cards that
protect the graveyard or accelerate the combo can help mitigate its effects. Sometimes, it
may be necessary to sideboard out slower cards and prioritize speed and resilience.



Building an Effective Sideboard for Different
Formats

Living End competes in multiple formats such as Modern and Legacy, each with distinct
metagames and sideboarding requirements. Crafting a sideboard that reflects the
prevalent threats and archetypes in the chosen format is crucial for success.

Modern Format Considerations

Modern’s diverse metagame demands a sideboard that addresses a wide range of
strategies, from fast aggro to intricate control decks. Cards like Lightning Bolt and Veil of
Summer are staple inclusions, while graveyard hate is tailored based on expected
matchups. Versatility and adaptability are key in Modern sideboard construction.

Legacy Format Considerations

Legacy presents a faster and more complex environment with powerful graveyard hate
and combo decks. Sideboards often include multiple graveyard hate cards and disruption
spells. The focus is on maintaining speed and resilience against a variety of high-impact
threats, making sideboard choices more specialized and reactive.

Balancing Card Slots

Due to the limited size of the sideboard, balancing the number of graveyard hate cards,
protection spells, and removal is essential. Prioritization depends on the local metagame
and the player’s anticipated opponents. Regular updates based on tournament results and
meta shifts ensure the sideboard remains effective.

Tips for Sideboarding and In-Game Adjustments

Sideboarding is not only about card selection but also about timing and in-game decision-
making. Proper adjustments during matches can significantly affect outcomes.

Analyzing the Opponent’s Strategy

Before and during the game, identifying the opponent’s deck type and likely sideboard
cards informs better choices. This analysis guides which sideboard cards to bring in and
which to remove from the main deck, optimizing the deck’s performance.

Adjusting to Game One Outcomes

Observing how the first game unfolds provides valuable information for sideboarding in



subsequent games. Players can identify which cards were effective and which were
hindered by the opponent’s strategy, allowing for refined sideboard decisions.

Maintaining Deck Consistency

While it is tempting to sideboard heavily, maintaining the integrity and rhythm of the
Living End deck is critical. Avoid diluting the core combo by overloading the sideboard
with cards that do not contribute directly to winning the game.

Effective Use of Sideboard Slots

Every sideboard slot should serve a clear purpose. Players should focus on including cards
that cover multiple matchups or provide significant advantages against common threats.
This ensures the sideboard remains versatile and useful throughout different stages of
tournaments.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of a sideboard in a Living End
deck?

The sideboard in a Living End deck is used to adapt the deck to different matchups by
including cards that can help counter specific strategies, shore up weaknesses, or improve
consistency against certain opponents.

Which cards are commonly included in a Living End
sideboard?

Common sideboard cards for Living End include Fulminator Mage for land destruction,
Leyline of the Void for graveyard hate, Ancient Grudge for artifact removal, and Collective
Brutality for disruption and burn.

How do you decide what cards to put in your Living End
sideboard?

You should tailor your Living End sideboard based on the local meta and expected
matchups, including cards that deal with graveyard hate, control decks, combo decks, and
aggressive strategies that may challenge your main deck.

How important is graveyard hate in a Living End
sideboard?

Graveyard hate is crucial in a Living End sideboard because many opponents will try to



disrupt your graveyard strategy. Cards like Leyline of the Void or Rest in Peace can
protect your combo by preventing graveyard interaction.

Can sideboard cards in Living End affect the main deck
strategy?

Yes, sideboard cards can significantly affect the main deck strategy by either enhancing
your combo's resilience, improving your interaction with opponents, or sometimes shifting
the deck to a more controlling or disruptive role based on the matchup.

What are some budget-friendly sideboard options for
Living End players?

Budget-friendly sideboard options include cards like Relic of Progenitus for graveyard
hate, Natural State for artifact/enchantment removal, Anger of the Gods for board wipes,
and Duress or Thoughtseize for hand disruption.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering the Living End Sideboard: Strategies and Insights

This book delves into the intricate strategies of building and optimizing the Living End
sideboard. It covers common matchups, sideboarding tactics, and card choices that
enhance performance in various competitive scenarios. With detailed analyses, players can
gain a deeper understanding of how to adapt their deck post-game one.

2. The Living End Sideboard Companion: Navigating the Meta

Focused on meta-awareness, this guide helps players tailor their Living End sideboard to
counter popular decks in the current competitive environment. It offers practical advice on
tech cards and flexible options to improve win rates. The book also includes case studies
from recent tournaments to illustrate effective sideboarding.

3. Sideboarding Secrets for Living End Players

This concise manual reveals little-known sideboarding techniques that can turn the tide in
tight matches. It emphasizes timing, card selection, and reading opponents’ strategies.
Beginners and veterans alike will find valuable tips for refining their sideboard approach.

4. Living End Sideboard: A Tactical Approach

By focusing on tactical decision-making, this book teaches readers how to anticipate
opponents’ moves and counter them effectively. It breaks down sideboard plans against
aggressive, control, and combo decks. The author shares personal experiences and lessons
learned from competitive play.

5. The Art of Sideboarding with Living End

This book explores the art and psychology behind sideboarding in Living End decks. It
discusses how to maintain flexibility while preparing for different archetypes. Readers will
learn how to balance consistency and surprise elements in their sideboard choices.

6. Living End Sideboard Tech: Cards and Combos



A comprehensive catalog of sideboard cards and their synergistic combos, this book
guides players through selecting the best options for their decklist. It highlights niche
cards that can disrupt opponents or reinforce key strategies. Detailed explanations help
players understand when and why to bring in specific cards.

7. Winning with Living End: Sideboard Edition

This volume focuses on sideboard strategies that have led to tournament victories with
Living End. It features interviews with top players and analyses of their sideboard choices.
Readers gain insights into winning mindsets and practical sideboard adjustments.

8. Living End Sideboarding for Modern Meta

Tailored for the Modern format, this guide addresses the unique challenges Living End
faces in today’s metagame. It evaluates prevalent decks and presents sideboard plans to
tackle them efficiently. The book also discusses evolving sideboard trends and how to stay
ahead of the competition.

9. Beyond the Game One: Living End Sideboard Mastery

This book emphasizes the importance of post-game one planning, providing a framework
to master sideboarding decisions for Living End. It includes detailed matchup breakdowns
and advice on resource management. Players looking to elevate their gameplay will find
this an essential resource.
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