little shop of horrors chords

little shop of horrors chords are essential for musicians and enthusiasts aiming to master the
iconic songs from this beloved musical. The musical, known for its catchy tunes and darkly comedic
storyline, features a variety of chord progressions that challenge and delight guitarists and pianists
alike. Whether you are a beginner or an advanced player, understanding the structure and nuances
of these chords can enhance your performance and appreciation of the score. This article provides
an in-depth exploration of the key chords used throughout the Little Shop of Horrors soundtrack,
including practical tips for playing and adapting them. Additionally, it covers the musical styles and
harmonic techniques that define the score’s unique sound. With this comprehensive guide,
musicians can confidently approach the Little Shop of Horrors chords and bring the musical’s
vibrant energy to life.
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Overview of Little Shop of Horrors Music

The music of Little Shop of Horrors combines elements of rock, doo-wop, Motown, and pop to create
a distinctive and memorable sound. The musical’s score, composed by Alan Menken with lyrics by
Howard Ashman, employs a range of chords that reflect its 1960s-inspired style and its darkly
humorous narrative. Understanding the foundational chords and their role in the musical’s songs is
crucial for effective performance. This overview sets the stage for a detailed examination of the
specific chords used and how they contribute to the overall sound.

Musical Style and Influence

The Little Shop of Horrors soundtrack is heavily influenced by 1960s rock and soul music,
incorporating upbeat rhythms and catchy melodies. The chord structures often include classic rock
progressions, bluesy seventh chords, and minor key shifts that add emotional depth. These stylistic
elements influence the choice of chords and their arrangement within the songs, offering players
opportunities to explore various harmonic textures and rhythmic patterns.

Role of Chords in Storytelling

Chords in Little Shop of Horrors are not only musical components but also narrative devices.
Changes in chord progressions often coincide with shifts in mood and plot development, enhancing



the storytelling. For example, major chords typically underscore moments of optimism, while minor
chords and diminished tones highlight tension or darker themes. Recognizing these relationships
helps performers interpret the songs more expressively.

Basic Little Shop of Horrors Chords

For those beginning their journey with Little Shop of Horrors chords, starting with the fundamental
chords is essential. Many of the musical’s songs rely on common major and minor chords that form
the backbone of the arrangements. Familiarity with these chords enables players to accompany
vocals and create the desired atmosphere effectively.

Common Major and Minor Chords

The majority of Little Shop of Horrors songs utilize the following basic chords, which are accessible
for most guitarists and pianists:

e C Major
e G Major
e F Major
e A Minor
e D Minor

¢ E Minor

These chords are often combined in standard progressions to produce the musical’s catchy and
upbeat sound. Learning the finger placements and transitions between these chords is a practical
first step.

Simple Chord Progressions

Some of the iconic songs feature straightforward progressions such as I-IV-V or vi-IV-I-V, which are
common in popular music. For example, a progression in C major might look like C-F-Gor Am - F -
C - G. Mastering these progressions allows musicians to play many of the musical’s numbers with
confidence and stylistic accuracy.

Advanced Chord Progressions in Little Shop of Horrors

The musical also incorporates more complex chord structures that contribute to its dynamic and rich
sound. These advanced chords often include sevenths, diminished chords, and modulations that add
harmonic interest and reflect the musical’s theatricality.

Seventh and Extended Chords

Seventh chords such as dominant 7ths (e.g., G7), minor 7ths (e.g., Am7), and major 7ths are



frequently used to add color and tension. These chords create smoother voice leading and richer
harmonies, essential for capturing the musical’s stylistic nuances.

Modulation and Key Changes

Several songs in Little Shop of Horrors feature key changes or modulations that enhance dramatic
effect. Players should be prepared to shift keys smoothly, often moving between related keys such as
C major to G major or A minor to E minor. Understanding pivot chords and transitional progressions
is helpful for navigating these changes.

Playing Techniques and Tips

Mastering Little Shop of Horrors chords extends beyond knowing the chord shapes to include
effective playing techniques. These techniques contribute to the overall sound quality and
authenticity of the performance.

Rhythm and Strumming Patterns

The musical’s upbeat and energetic style requires precise rhythm and strumming patterns. For
guitarists, incorporating syncopated strums and accenting certain beats can replicate the feel of the
original soundtrack. Pianists should focus on rhythmic articulation and dynamic contrasts to convey
the score’s lively character.

Chord Voicing and Inversions

Using different voicings and inversions of chords can add variety and smooth transitions between
chords. This technique is especially useful in passages with rapid chord changes or when
accompanying vocalists, as it creates a fuller and more professional sound.

Adapting Little Shop of Horrors Chords for Different
Instruments

While guitar and piano are the most common instruments for playing Little Shop of Horrors chords,
adapting the music for other instruments broadens its accessibility and performance options.

Ukulele and Other String Instruments

Ukulele players can transpose the chords into suitable fingerings, often simplifying or adjusting
chord shapes for the instrument’s tuning. Similarly, banjo or mandolin players can interpret the
chord progressions by focusing on chord tones and arpeggios that fit their instrument’s range.

Brass and Woodwind Arrangements

For ensemble performances, arranging the chords for brass or woodwind sections involves
distributing chord tones across multiple instruments. This approach requires understanding chord
structure and voice leading to create harmonious and balanced arrangements.



Common Challenges and Solutions

Players working with Little Shop of Horrors chords may encounter specific challenges, particularly
with chord transitions and maintaining the musical’s stylistic integrity.

Chord Transition Difficulties

Rapid chord changes in some songs can be difficult for beginners. Practicing slow transitions and
using chord drills can improve fluidity. Breaking down difficult progressions into smaller sections
also aids learning.

Maintaining Stylistic Accuracy

Capturing the distinct sound of Little Shop of Horrors requires attention to rhythm, dynamics, and
articulation. Listening to original recordings and practicing with a metronome helps develop the
necessary timing and expression.

1. Practice basic chords and progressions regularly to build muscle memory.

2. Use a metronome to maintain consistent tempo and rhythm.

3. Experiment with chord voicings and inversions to find the most effective sound.
4. Listen to the musical’s soundtrack to internalize style and phrasing.

5. Seek out sheet music or chord charts specifically arranged for your instrument.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic chords for the song 'Skid Row (Downtown)'
from Little Shop of Horrors?

The basic chords for 'Skid Row (Downtown)' typically include Am, Dm, E7, and G. These chords
capture the bluesy, upbeat feel of the song.

Which guitar chords are commonly used in 'Somewhere That's
Green' from Little Shop of Horrors?

'Somewhere That's Green' often uses chords like C, F, G7, Am, and Dm to create its melodic and
hopeful sound.

How can I play the chord progression for 'Dentist!’ in Little



Shop of Horrors on piano?

The chord progression for 'Dentist!' usually involves chords such as F, Bb, C7, and Dm, which can be
played on piano to match the song's jazzy, theatrical style.

Are there simplified chord versions available for beginners
learning Little Shop of Horrors songs?

Yes, many simplified chord versions exist for Little Shop of Horrors songs that use basic open chords
like C, G, Am, F to make the songs more accessible for beginners.

Where can I find sheet music or chord charts for Little Shop of
Horrors songs?

Sheet music and chord charts for Little Shop of Horrors can be found on music websites like
Musicnotes, Ultimate Guitar, and by purchasing official songbooks from music stores or online
retailers.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering Little Shop of Horrors: A Chord-by-Chord Guide

This book offers an in-depth exploration of the chords used in the musical "Little Shop of Horrors." It
breaks down each song's chord progressions, making it accessible for beginners and valuable for
experienced musicians. With clear diagrams and practice tips, readers can learn to play the
soundtrack confidently.

2. Chord Progressions in Musical Theatre: Focus on Little Shop of Horrors

Focusing on the harmonic structures of popular musicals, this book dedicates a detailed section to
"Little Shop of Horrors." It analyzes how chord progressions contribute to the show's mood and
storytelling. Students of musical theatre will find this resource useful for both performance and
composition studies.

3. Play the Hits: Little Shop of Horrors Chords and Lyrics

Ideal for singers and guitarists, this collection presents all the songs from "Little Shop of Horrors"
with complete chord charts and lyrics. It includes performance notes and suggestions for vocal
accompaniment. The book is perfect for casual players and community theatre performers alike.

4. From Stage to Strings: Arranging Little Shop of Horrors for Guitar

This guide focuses on adapting the musical's piano and orchestral arrangements for guitar. It covers
chord voicings, fingerstyle techniques, and rhythm patterns found in "Little Shop of Horrors."
Musicians looking to create their own arrangements will appreciate the detailed instructions.

5. The Anatomy of Little Shop of Horrors: A Musical Analysis

While primarily an analysis of the musical's narrative and composition, this book includes a
dedicated chapter on its unique chord structures. It explains how the chords enhance character
development and comedic timing. Music theorists and enthusiasts will find the insights enriching.

6. Little Shop of Horrors for Beginners: Easy Chords and Songs



Designed for novice musicians, this book simplifies the musical’s songs into basic chords and
strumming patterns. It provides step-by-step tutorials and practice exercises tailored to "Little Shop
of Horrors." This makes learning the musical accessible and fun for all ages.

7. Jazz Influences in Little Shop of Horrors: Chord Techniques Explored

This book examines the jazz-inspired chords and rhythms that characterize much of the "Little Shop
of Horrors" score. It highlights specific songs where jazz harmony plays a key role. Musicians
interested in jazz theory will gain a better understanding of its application in musical theatre.

8. Comprehensive Guide to Musical Theatre Chords: Little Shop of Horrors Edition

A comprehensive manual that covers a wide range of chords used in "Little Shop of Horrors" and
similar musicals. It includes chord charts, finger positions, and common transitions. This book serves
as a handy reference for performers and music directors alike.

9. Sing and Play Little Shop of Horrors: A Performer’s Chordbook

Tailored for performers who want to accompany themselves, this chordbook combines vocal scores
with guitar chords. It offers tips on blending singing and playing for an effective performance. The
book is perfect for solo artists and small ensembles preparing the musical.
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