
little red riding hood by roald dahl

little red riding hood by roald dahl is a unique and imaginative retelling of the classic
fairy tale, crafted by the renowned British author Roald Dahl. Unlike traditional versions,
Dahl’s take on Little Red Riding Hood introduces his signature dark humor, unexpected
twists, and vivid characterizations that captivate both children and adults. This story is
part of Dahl’s collection of twisted fairy tales, showcasing his ability to reinvent familiar
narratives with a fresh and often mischievous perspective. Exploring the themes,
characters, and narrative style of little red riding hood by roald dahl reveals how he
transforms a well-known story into something distinctly entertaining and memorable. This
article delves into the origins of Dahl’s adaptation, its plot differences compared to the
classic tale, literary techniques employed, and its impact on readers and popular culture.
Below is an overview of the key areas covered in this comprehensive examination.
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Background and Origin of Little Red Riding Hood
by Roald Dahl

Roald Dahl wrote little red riding hood as part of his collection titled Revolting Rhymes,
published in 1982. This collection features several well-known fairy tales retold with
Dahl’s characteristic wit and irreverence. Dahl’s adaptation stands out because it subverts
the traditional narrative, blending humor with unexpected endings. The story was
developed during a period when Dahl was exploring various genres, including children’s
literature, poetry, and adult fiction. His version builds on the familiar framework of the
classic Little Red Riding Hood, originally popularized by Charles Perrault and later the
Brothers Grimm, while injecting a modern sensibility and sharp satire.

Roald Dahl’s Influence on Fairy Tale Retellings

Dahl’s approach to fairy tales reflects his broader literary style, which often challenges



conventional morals and expectations. In little red riding hood by roald dahl, the emphasis
shifts from cautionary advice to playful subversion. Dahl’s influence on modern fairy tale
retellings is significant, as his works encourage readers to question traditional narratives
and appreciate humor and irony. His adaptations often feature empowered protagonists
and clever resolutions that differ markedly from their original versions.

Publication and Format

The story appeared as a poem within Revolting Rhymes, blending rhyme and rhythm with
narrative storytelling. This format makes the tale accessible and engaging for younger
audiences while appealing to adults through its sophisticated wordplay. The poetic form
also enhances the story’s pace and comedic timing, distinguishing it from prose versions
of Little Red Riding Hood.

Plot Summary and Key Differences

While little red riding hood by roald dahl retains the basic structure of the traditional
tale—centering on a young girl visiting her grandmother and encountering a wolf—the
storyline diverges significantly in tone and outcome. Dahl’s story is concise, humorous,
and culminates in a surprising twist that overturns the expected fate of the characters.

Traditional Tale vs. Dahl’s Adaptation

In the classic narrative, Little Red Riding Hood is naïve and ultimately saved by a
woodsman or hunter after the wolf deceives and endangers her and her grandmother.
Dahl’s version, however, empowers Little Red Riding Hood with wit and courage, enabling
her to outsmart the wolf herself. This role reversal challenges the victim trope often
associated with the character and injects an element of dark comedy into the story.

Summary of Dahl’s Story

The story begins with Little Red Riding Hood heading to her grandmother’s house,
carrying food. Along the way, she encounters the wolf, who plans to eat both her and her
grandmother. Unlike the traditional tale, the wolf’s plans are foiled when Little Red Riding
Hood reveals that she is more cunning and dangerous than he anticipated. The narrative
concludes with the wolf’s demise at the hands of Little Red Riding Hood, who uses an axe
to protect herself and her grandmother.



Characters and Their Portrayal

Characterization in little red riding hood by roald dahl is distinct from classic versions,
emphasizing strength, resourcefulness, and a subversion of traditional roles. Dahl’s
characters are vivid, memorable, and often exaggerated to enhance the story’s humor and
moral complexity.

Little Red Riding Hood

Dahl’s Little Red Riding Hood is portrayed as clever, fearless, and assertive. Unlike the
innocent and passive girl found in earlier tales, she actively confronts danger and takes
control of her fate. This portrayal aligns with Dahl’s tendency to create strong child
protagonists who challenge adult authority and traditional expectations.

The Wolf

The wolf in Dahl’s version is cunning but ultimately outmatched. His arrogance and
underestimation of Little Red Riding Hood lead to his downfall. This depiction adds a
comedic edge to the character, transforming him from a purely menacing predator into a
figure of ridicule and failure.

Grandmother

The grandmother’s role is more passive compared to Little Red Riding Hood, but she
benefits from the protagonist’s bravery. Her presence provides the motivation for the
journey and the conflict with the wolf, maintaining the emotional core of the story.

Literary Style and Techniques

Roald Dahl’s literary style in little red riding hood is characterized by playful language,
rhythmic poetry, and dark humor. The story’s structure and diction contribute to its
enduring appeal and distinct voice within the fairy tale genre.

Use of Rhyme and Rhythm

The story is written in rhymed couplets, which create a lively and engaging narrative flow.
The rhythm maintains reader interest and emphasizes punchlines, enhancing the story’s
comedic elements. Dahl’s mastery of rhyme supports the whimsical yet sharp tone of the



tale.

Dark Humor and Subversion

Dahl employs dark humor to invert expectations and critique traditional fairy tale morals.
The humor arises from the unexpected empowerment of Little Red Riding Hood and the
wolf’s surprising defeat. This subversion makes the story memorable and thought-
provoking.

Imagery and Language

The language is vivid and accessible, painting clear images of the forest, the characters,
and the action. Dahl’s choice of words balances simplicity for young readers with
cleverness that appeals to adults, showcasing his skill in multi-layered storytelling.

Thematic Elements in Dahl’s Version

Several themes emerge in little red riding hood by roald dahl, enriching the story beyond
its surface narrative. These themes reflect Dahl’s worldview and contribute to the tale’s
lasting relevance.

Empowerment and Courage

The story highlights the importance of bravery and self-reliance, embodied by Little Red
Riding Hood’s proactive defense against the wolf. This theme challenges traditional
portrayals of vulnerability in children and promotes confidence and agency.

Good vs. Evil Reimagined

Dahl complicates the classic good-versus-evil dichotomy by adding humor and unexpected
outcomes. The wolf, traditionally evil, is portrayed as fallible and foolish, while the heroine
embodies both innocence and strength.

Subversion of Expectations

A central theme is the overturning of conventional fairy tale expectations. By delivering an
ending where the young protagonist triumphs decisively, Dahl encourages readers to



reconsider standard narratives and anticipate the unexpected.

Reception and Cultural Impact

Since its publication, little red riding hood by roald dahl has been widely praised for its
originality and entertaining style. It remains a popular example of contemporary fairy tale
retellings and has influenced both literary and popular culture.

Critical Reception

Critics have lauded Dahl’s adaptation for its wit, creativity, and effective use of poetry. It
is often cited as an excellent example of how classic stories can be revitalized for modern
audiences without losing their core appeal. The story’s balance of humor and suspense has
contributed to its enduring popularity.

Influence on Modern Adaptations

Dahl’s version has inspired numerous adaptations in theater, children’s books, and media,
emphasizing the trend of reimagining fairy tales with contemporary sensibilities. His
approach has encouraged other authors to explore darker or more humorous
interpretations of traditional stories.

Educational and Literary Significance

little red riding hood by roald dahl is frequently used in educational settings to teach
literary devices such as rhyme, narrative structure, and theme analysis. It also serves as
an example of how authors can creatively reinterpret folklore to engage diverse
audiences.

Key Takeaways

Roald Dahl’s little red riding hood offers a poetic and humorous retelling of a classic
fairy tale.

The story subverts traditional roles, portraying Little Red Riding Hood as clever and
courageous.

Dahl’s use of rhyme, dark humor, and vivid imagery distinguishes his version from



earlier adaptations.

The narrative emphasizes themes of empowerment, subversion, and the complexity
of good versus evil.

Its cultural impact includes inspiring modern adaptations and serving as a literary
teaching tool.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main difference between Roald Dahl's 'Little
Red Riding Hood' and the traditional fairy tale?
Roald Dahl's 'Little Red Riding Hood' presents a humorous and dark twist where Little Red
Riding Hood outsmarts the wolf, contrasting with the traditional tale where the wolf
typically triumphs or is defeated by external help.

How does Roald Dahl's version of 'Little Red Riding
Hood' reflect his unique writing style?
Roald Dahl's version incorporates his signature dark humor, unexpected twists, and
playful language, making the story entertaining and appealing to both children and adults.

What moral or lesson can readers learn from Roald
Dahl's 'Little Red Riding Hood'?
The story emphasizes cleverness and resourcefulness, showing that wit and courage can
help overcome danger and outsmart villains.

Is Roald Dahl's 'Little Red Riding Hood' part of a larger
collection or a standalone story?
Roald Dahl's 'Little Red Riding Hood' is included in his collection called 'Revolting
Rhymes,' which features twisted versions of traditional fairy tales.

How has Roald Dahl's 'Little Red Riding Hood'
influenced modern retellings of classic fairy tales?
Roald Dahl's playful and subversive retelling has inspired authors and creators to
reinterpret classic tales with humor, irony, and unexpected endings, encouraging
creativity in storytelling.



Additional Resources
1. Revolting Rhymes
Roald Dahl’s "Revolting Rhymes" is a collection of six twisted fairy tales told in verse,
including a clever and dark retelling of "Little Red Riding Hood." Dahl’s version adds
unexpected humor and a surprising ending that turns the traditional story on its head. The
playful rhymes and quirky characters make it a delightful read for both children and
adults.

2. Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf
This retelling by Roald Dahl captures the essence of the classic tale but infuses it with his
signature wit and irreverence. The story follows Little Red Riding Hood as she cleverly
outsmarts the wolf, challenging the usual victim narrative. The book is illustrated with
whimsical drawings that complement Dahl’s playful tone.

3. The Big Bad Wolf: A Roald Dahl Twist
In this imaginative reworking, Roald Dahl explores the wolf’s side of the story, providing a
humorous and unexpected perspective. The wolf is portrayed as more cunning and less
villainous, turning the traditional roles upside down. Readers enjoy the blend of suspense,
humor, and Dahl’s sharp storytelling style.

4. Roald Dahl’s Fairy Tale Fables
This anthology includes several of Dahl’s reimagined fairy tales, featuring a standout
version of "Little Red Riding Hood." Each story is crafted with Dahl’s unique blend of dark
humor and moral lessons. It’s perfect for readers who appreciate classic tales with a
modern, mischievous twist.

5. Wicked Woods: Roald Dahl’s Little Red Riding Hood
Set in a mysterious forest, this book offers a more eerie and thrilling take on the familiar
story. Roald Dahl’s narrative builds tension through clever dialogue and surprising plot
turns. The story highlights themes of bravery and cleverness in the face of danger.

6. Little Red Riding Hood: Roald Dahl’s Rhyming Revenge
This version uses Dahl’s signature rhyming style to tell the story with humor and energy.
Little Red Riding Hood is no helpless girl; she takes charge and gives the wolf a taste of
his own medicine. The rhythmic text makes it a fun read-aloud for families and classrooms.

7. The Wolf’s Tale: A Roald Dahl Reimagining
Dahl’s inventive storytelling shines in this retelling from the wolf’s point of view, where
motivations and misunderstandings come to light. The story challenges readers to rethink
good and evil in classic fairy tales. It’s a clever and engaging narrative that adds depth to
a familiar story.

8. Roald Dahl’s Little Red Riding Hood and Other Twisted Tales
This collection includes several of Dahl’s playful and dark fairy tale retellings, with "Little
Red Riding Hood" as a highlight. Each story features Dahl’s characteristic blend of humor,
surprise, and moral insight. It’s a great introduction to Dahl’s unique approach to
storytelling.

9. The Clever Girl: Roald Dahl’s Little Red Riding Hood
In this version, Little Red Riding Hood is portrayed as intelligent and resourceful, turning



the traditional story on its head. Dahl’s narrative emphasizes wit over fear, making it an
empowering tale for young readers. The book combines engaging text with lively
illustrations to bring the story to life.
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