
little lord fauntleroy frances hodgson burnett

little lord fauntleroy frances hodgson burnett is a timeless classic novel authored by Frances Hodgson

Burnett, a celebrated writer known for her captivating children's literature. This beloved story, first

published in the late 19th century, has enchanted generations with its themes of kindness, innocence,

and transformation. The narrative centers around a young boy named Cedric Errol, who unexpectedly

inherits a noble title and estate in England, leading to profound changes in his life and those around

him. Frances Hodgson Burnett’s masterful storytelling and vivid character development have cemented

"Little Lord Fauntleroy" as a significant work in literary history. This article explores the background of

the novel, its plot, themes, characters, and enduring legacy, offering a comprehensive insight into the

world of little lord fauntleroy frances hodgson burnett.
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Background and Author

Frances Hodgson Burnett, the author of little lord fauntleroy frances hodgson burnett, was a British-

American novelist and playwright who gained fame for her contributions to children’s literature. Born in



1849, Burnett crafted several enduring works, including "The Secret Garden" and "A Little Princess."

"Little Lord Fauntleroy" was originally serialized in the magazine St. Nicholas between 1885 and 1886

before being published as a complete book in 1886. The novel’s success was immediate, appealing to

both young and adult readers due to its heartwarming narrative and moral lessons.

Author’s Inspiration and Writing Style

Burnett’s writing is characterized by rich descriptions, emotional depth, and an emphasis on moral

integrity. The inspiration for "Little Lord Fauntleroy" reportedly came from Burnett’s observations of

children’s fashion and society’s fascination with aristocracy. Her style combines realism with elements

of fairy tale-like charm, making the novel accessible and engaging. Burnett’s ability to create

compelling characters and weave meaningful themes into her stories is evident throughout the book.

Historical Context

The late 19th century, when Burnett wrote little lord fauntleroy frances hodgson burnett, was a period

marked by significant social and economic changes. The novel reflects Victorian values, particularly

the ideals of nobility, family, and social responsibility. Additionally, the story addresses class

distinctions and the contrast between American democratic values and British aristocracy, which

resonated with contemporary readers.

Plot Summary

The plot of little lord fauntleroy frances hodgson burnett follows the journey of Cedric Errol, a kind-

hearted and innocent young boy living modestly in New York with his mother. Cedric’s life takes a

dramatic turn when he learns that he is the sole heir to an English earldom, the title of Lord



Fauntleroy. His grandfather, the Earl of Dorincourt, is a wealthy but stern aristocrat who initially rejects

Cedric and his mother due to class prejudices.

Cedric’s Transformation and Journey

Despite the cold reception, Cedric’s genuine goodness and charm gradually win over his grandfather.

Cedric insists on maintaining his simple and honest ways, influencing the Earl to soften and embrace

kindness over pride. The story chronicles Cedric’s adaptation to his new life in England, his impact on

the household, and the eventual reconciliation within the family.

Key Events

Cedric’s discovery of his heritage and invitation to England

Initial rejection by the Earl of Dorincourt

Cedric’s insistence on treating everyone with respect

The Earl’s gradual change of heart and acceptance of Cedric and his mother

Cedric’s efforts to help the less fortunate and improve lives around him

Main Characters



The characters in little lord fauntleroy frances hodgson burnett are richly developed, each contributing

to the novel’s themes and emotional depth. The story’s appeal lies largely in its portrayal of innocence

and the transformative power of kindness.

Cedric Errol (Little Lord Fauntleroy)

Cedric is the protagonist, a young, gentle boy whose purity and compassion are central to the

narrative. His character represents innocence and the ideal that goodness can transcend social

barriers. Cedric’s steadfast kindness and humility influence those around him, especially his

grandfather.

The Earl of Dorincourt

The Earl is Cedric’s grandfather, a proud and initially cold aristocrat who embodies the rigidity of the

British class system. His character undergoes significant development, moving from bitterness and

prejudice to warmth and generosity through Cedric’s influence.

Mrs. Errol

Cedric’s mother, a widow who raises her son with strong values of honesty and kindness. She is

supportive and protective, representing maternal love and moral strength throughout the story.

Supporting Characters



Mr. Havisham – The loyal family lawyer who helps facilitate Cedric’s inheritance

Mr. Hobbs – The butler who grows fond of Cedric

Various members of the household staff and neighbors who are affected by Cedric’s presence

Themes and Literary Significance

little lord fauntleroy frances hodgson burnett explores several enduring themes that contribute to its

lasting literary significance. The novel’s moral and social commentary is woven seamlessly into its

engaging plot and character development.

Innocence and Kindness

Cedric’s innocence is portrayed as a powerful force that can heal and transform even the most

hardened hearts. His unwavering kindness challenges social prejudices and encourages empathy and

generosity.

Class and Social Hierarchy

The novel contrasts American egalitarianism with British aristocratic tradition, critiquing classism and

advocating for a more humane and compassionate society. Cedric’s humble demeanor disrupts the

expectations of nobility and suggests that true nobility comes from character rather than birthright.



Family and Reconciliation

Family loyalty and reconciliation are central to the story, as the estranged grandfather and grandson

form a bond that transcends social divides. The narrative emphasizes forgiveness, understanding, and

the redemptive power of love.

List of Key Themes

Innocence as a transformative power

Critique of aristocratic pride

Value of humility and honesty

Importance of family bonds

Social justice and charity

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

Since its publication, little lord fauntleroy frances hodgson burnett has inspired numerous adaptations,

including stage plays, films, and television series. Its influence extends beyond literature, shaping

cultural perceptions of childhood and nobility.



Film and Television Adaptations

The story has been adapted multiple times for the screen, each version highlighting different aspects

of the novel’s themes and characters. Notable adaptations include silent films in the early 20th century

and several television movies and series in later decades, underscoring the story’s enduring appeal.

Impact on Fashion and Popular Culture

The distinctive style of Cedric’s clothing, characterized by velvet suits and lace collars, became known

as the "Little Lord Fauntleroy suit" and influenced children’s fashion in the late 19th and early 20th

centuries. The character’s image has become synonymous with innocence and genteel childhood in

popular culture.

Legacy in Children’s Literature

Frances Hodgson Burnett’s novel set a precedent for stories featuring child protagonists who embody

moral virtues and initiate positive change. The book remains a staple in children’s literature collections

and continues to be studied for its themes and narrative style.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Frances Hodgson Burnett, the author of 'Little Lord

Fauntleroy'?

Frances Hodgson Burnett was a British-American novelist and playwright, best known for her children's

novels including 'Little Lord Fauntleroy', 'The Secret Garden', and 'A Little Princess'.



What is the main plot of 'Little Lord Fauntleroy' by Frances Hodgson

Burnett?

The story follows Cedric Errol, a young American boy who discovers he is the heir to a British earldom

and must move to England to live with his grandfather, the Earl of Dorincourt, transforming the Earl's

heart and the lives around him.

When was 'Little Lord Fauntleroy' first published?

'Little Lord Fauntleroy' was first published as a serial in St. Nicholas Magazine from 1885 to 1886 and

later as a book in 1886.

What themes are explored in 'Little Lord Fauntleroy'?

The novel explores themes such as kindness, innocence, social class differences, family bonds, and

the transformative power of love and goodness.

How did 'Little Lord Fauntleroy' influence children's fashion?

The character of Little Lord Fauntleroy popularized a distinctive style of clothing for boys in the late

19th century, including velvet suits with lace collars, which became known as the 'Fauntleroy suit'.

Has 'Little Lord Fauntleroy' been adapted into films or other media?

Yes, 'Little Lord Fauntleroy' has been adapted into several films, television series, and stage plays

over the years, reflecting its enduring popularity and impact on popular culture.

Additional Resources

1. Little Lord Fauntleroy by Frances Hodgson Burnett

This classic novel tells the story of Cedric Errol, a kind-hearted American boy who suddenly inherits an

English earldom. Through his innocence and goodness, Cedric transforms the lives of those around



him, including his gruff grandfather. The book explores themes of kindness, family, and social class.

2. The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett

Another beloved work by Burnett, this novel follows Mary Lennox, a spoiled and lonely girl who

discovers a hidden, neglected garden on her uncle’s estate. As she brings the garden back to life, she

also helps heal the emotional wounds of herself and those around her. The story celebrates nature,

friendship, and personal growth.

3. A Little Princess by Frances Hodgson Burnett

This enchanting tale centers on Sara Crewe, a wealthy and imaginative girl who faces hardship when

she loses her fortune and is forced to become a servant at her boarding school. Despite her struggles,

Sara maintains her dignity and kindness, inspiring others. The novel highlights resilience and the

power of kindness.

4. The Making of a Marchioness by Frances Hodgson Burnett

A lesser-known work by Burnett, this novel follows a young governess who unexpectedly becomes a

marchioness through marriage. It explores themes of social mobility, romance, and the challenges

faced by women in Victorian society. The story offers a blend of humor and social commentary.

5. Fauntleroy and Friends: Tales of Childhood Innocence by Various Authors

This collection includes stories inspired by the themes and spirit of *Little Lord Fauntleroy*, focusing on

the purity and kindness of childhood. The anthology features works from several classic authors who

explore the transformative power of innocence and goodness. It’s a heartwarming read for fans of

timeless children’s literature.

6. Victorian Childhoods: The World of Little Lord Fauntleroy by Historical Scholars

This non-fiction book provides an in-depth look at childhood during the Victorian era, using *Little Lord

Fauntleroy* as a cultural reference point. It examines societal expectations, fashion, and family

dynamics of the time. The book offers valuable context for understanding Burnett’s classic novel.

7. The Heir of Fauntleroy Hall by Elizabeth Harper



A modern homage to Burnett’s work, this novel tells the story of a young boy who discovers he is heir

to a grand estate in England. Like Cedric, he must navigate the complexities of aristocratic life while

staying true to his compassionate nature. The book blends contemporary themes with classic

storytelling.

8. Kindness in Literature: From Fauntleroy to Modern Heroes by Literary Critic Anne Mitchell

This critical study explores the theme of kindness in children’s literature, starting with *Little Lord

Fauntleroy* and moving through to modern works. It analyzes how authors use kindness as a

transformative force in their stories. The book is ideal for readers interested in literary themes and

character development.

9. The Fauntleroy Legacy: Adaptations and Influence by Media Historian James Reynolds

This book traces the adaptations of *Little Lord Fauntleroy* across film, television, and theater, as well

as its influence on popular culture. It discusses how the story has been interpreted over time and its

enduring appeal. The work offers insight into the cultural impact of Burnett’s creation.
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