
list ofs written by jrr tolkien
list ofs written by jrr tolkien represents a comprehensive overview of the various
literary and academic works authored by John Ronald Reuel Tolkien, one of the most
influential writers in modern fantasy literature. Tolkien’s extensive bibliography spans from
his famous novels and short stories to his academic essays and poetry. This article aims to
provide a detailed list ofs written by J.R.R. Tolkien, highlighting his contributions to
literature, philology, and mythology. Readers will gain insight into his major fictional works,
including The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings, as well as lesser-known texts and
posthumously published materials. Additionally, this overview includes Tolkien’s scholarly
writings and his contributions to the study of Old and Middle English literature. The article
will conclude with a categorized listing to facilitate better understanding of the scope and
diversity of Tolkien’s writings. Below is a table of contents outlining the main sections
covered in this article.
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Major Fictional Works by J.R.R. Tolkien
J.R.R. Tolkien’s legacy is primarily built upon his extraordinary fictional creations, which
have had a lasting impact on fantasy literature worldwide. His imaginative worlds, complex
characters, and intricate languages have captivated readers for generations. The following
section details the most prominent fictional works authored by Tolkien during his lifetime.

The Hobbit
Originally published in 1937, The Hobbit is a children’s fantasy novel that introduces
readers to Middle-earth. The story follows the journey of Bilbo Baggins, a hobbit who
embarks on an adventurous quest with a group of dwarves to reclaim their homeland from
the dragon Smaug. This work is notable for its accessible storytelling and serves as a
prelude to Tolkien’s later epic trilogy.

The Lord of the Rings Trilogy
Published in three volumes between 1954 and 1955, The Lord of the Rings is Tolkien’s



magnum opus. It consists of the books:

The Fellowship of the Ring

The Two Towers

The Return of the King

This trilogy expands on the world introduced in The Hobbit, delving into themes of heroism,
friendship, and the struggle between good and evil. It chronicles Frodo Baggins' quest to
destroy the One Ring and defeat the dark lord Sauron.

The Silmarillion
Although published posthumously in 1977, The Silmarillion was largely written during
Tolkien's lifetime. It is a mythopoeic collection of stories that form the foundational
mythology of Middle-earth. This work explores the creation of the world, the history of the
Elves and Men, and the origins of the Rings of Power.

Posthumously Published Works
A significant portion of Tolkien’s writings were published after his death in 1973, thanks
primarily to the efforts of his son, Christopher Tolkien. These works provide deeper insight
into the legendarium and reveal Tolkien’s process of world-building and storytelling.

The History of Middle-earth Series
This extensive 12-volume series, edited by Christopher Tolkien, compiles drafts, essays,
and notes related to the creation of Middle-earth. It includes:

The Book of Lost Tales

The Lays of Beleriand

The Lost Road and Other Writings

The Return of the Shadow (early drafts of The Lord of the Rings)

and many more volumes detailing the evolution of Tolkien’s mythology.

Unfinished Tales
Published in 1980, Unfinished Tales of Númenor and Middle-earth is a collection of



incomplete stories and essays that expand on characters and events from Tolkien’s main
works. These writings include narratives about the Second Age, the history of Númenor,
and detailed accounts of certain characters’ backgrounds.

The Children of Húrin
Edited and completed by Christopher Tolkien, The Children of Húrin was published in 2007.
It presents a standalone narrative derived from material found in The Silmarillion and other
writings, focusing on the tragic story of Túrin Turambar and his family.

Academic and Philological Writings
In addition to his fiction, J.R.R. Tolkien was a respected academic specializing in Anglo-
Saxon and English literature. His philological expertise influenced much of his creative
writing. This section highlights his scholarly publications and lectures.

Beowulf: The Monsters and the Critics
One of Tolkien’s most famous academic essays, delivered as a lecture in 1936, it
revolutionized the study of the Old English epic Beowulf. Tolkien argued for the literary
value of the poem beyond its historical interest, emphasizing its artistic merits.

Essays and Lectures on Language and Mythology
Tolkien wrote extensively on the significance of language and myth in literature. Notable
works include:

A Secret Vice – an essay on constructed languages

On Fairy-Stories – an influential lecture discussing the nature and importance of
fantasy literature

Various articles on Old and Middle English texts and philological topics

Translations and Editorial Work
Throughout his career, Tolkien also engaged in translating and editing medieval literature,
including texts such as Sir Gawain and the Green Knight and Pearl. His scholarly work
contributed significantly to the appreciation of medieval English literature.



Poetry and Short Stories
Tolkien was a prolific poet, often incorporating verse into his novels and creating
standalone poems. His poetry encompasses a wide range of themes, from mythological to
personal reflections.

Poetry within Middle-earth
Many of Tolkien’s fictional works include original poems and songs that enrich the cultural
and historical depth of Middle-earth. Examples include:

The lays of Lúthien and Beren

Elvish songs and chants

Ballads such as "The Mewlips" and "The Sea-Bell"

Standalone Poems and Short Stories
Besides poetry embedded in his narratives, Tolkien wrote independent poems and short
tales. Some notable examples are:

Leaf by Niggle – an allegorical short story exploring themes of creativity and
mortality

Farmer Giles of Ham – a humorous medieval-style tale

Smith of Wootton Major – a story about the magic of Faërie and the creative
imagination

Unfinished and Fragmentary Texts
Tolkien’s creative process involved extensive rewriting and reimagining of his legendarium,
resulting in numerous unfinished or fragmentary texts. Many of these have been published
posthumously, offering insight into his evolving ideas.

Early Versions and Drafts
These include early versions of stories and characters that later appeared in his major
works, often differing significantly in tone and detail. Examples include:

The early drafts of The Fall of Gondolin



Initial conceptions of the character of Gandalf

Various versions of the legend of Túrin Turambar

Fragmentary Mythological Writings
Some material consists of incomplete mythological narratives, genealogies, and linguistic
notes that Tolkien never fully developed. These fragments often appear in collections such
as The History of Middle-earth and Unfinished Tales.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the most famous lists written by
J.R.R. Tolkien?
Some of the most famous lists written by J.R.R. Tolkien include the genealogies of Elves and
Men, the names of the Dwarven clans, lists of the Rings of Power, and the various peoples
and places of Middle-earth.

Where can I find the lists written by J.R.R. Tolkien in his
works?
Many of Tolkien's lists can be found in his published works such as 'The Lord of the Rings',
'The Silmarillion', and 'Unfinished Tales'. Additionally, some lists appear in his letters and in
the appendices of his books, especially in 'The Lord of the Rings' Appendices.

Did J.R.R. Tolkien create lists for linguistic purposes?
Yes, Tolkien, being a philologist, created extensive lists of names, words, and linguistic
roots for the various languages he invented, such as Quenya and Sindarin. These lists
helped him build the complex languages and cultures of Middle-earth.

Are there published compilations of lists written by
J.R.R. Tolkien?
Yes, several scholars and editors have compiled Tolkien's various lists, genealogies, and
linguistic notes into published collections, such as 'The History of Middle-earth' series edited
by Christopher Tolkien and other companion books that delve into his world-building.

How do Tolkien's lists contribute to the depth of
Middle-earth?
Tolkien's detailed lists of names, genealogies, and places add a layer of realism and depth



to Middle-earth by providing historical context, cultural richness, and linguistic authenticity,
making the fictional world more immersive and believable for readers.

Additional Resources
1. The Silmarillion
This collection of mythopoeic stories by J.R.R. Tolkien serves as the foundational lore of
Middle-earth. It explores the creation of the world, the rise of the Elves and Men, and the
epic struggles involving the Silmarils, powerful jewels crafted by the Elven smith Fëanor.
The book provides rich background that deepens the understanding of Tolkien’s later
works.

2. The Hobbit
A classic fantasy novel that follows the journey of Bilbo Baggins, a humble hobbit who is
thrust into an adventure with a group of dwarves to reclaim their homeland from the
dragon Smaug. The story introduces readers to Middle-earth and features themes of
courage, friendship, and personal growth. It serves as a prelude to the more complex
narratives of The Lord of the Rings.

3. The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring
The first volume in Tolkien’s epic trilogy, it chronicles the formation of the Fellowship and
their quest to destroy the One Ring. The story explores themes of heroism, sacrifice, and
the battle between good and evil. It is known for its richly detailed world and complex
characters.

4. The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers
This second installment continues the journey of the Fellowship members as they face
growing dangers and political turmoil within Middle-earth. The narrative splits into multiple
storylines, showcasing battles, alliances, and the rise of dark powers. It deepens the epic
scope and character development introduced in the first book.

5. The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King
The final volume concludes the saga with the climactic battles for Middle-earth and the
ultimate fate of the One Ring. It highlights themes of hope, redemption, and the enduring
power of friendship. The book provides a satisfying and powerful conclusion to Tolkien’s
masterwork.

6.


