
list of outlaw motorcycle clubs in australia
list of outlaw motorcycle clubs in australia represents a critical aspect of the country's
subcultural and social landscape. These clubs, often associated with distinctive customs, codes, and
sometimes controversial activities, have a longstanding presence throughout various Australian
states and territories. Understanding the names, histories, and influence of these groups provides
valuable insight into their role within Australian society. This article presents a detailed overview of
the most prominent outlaw motorcycle clubs (OMCs) operating in Australia, their origins, and their
regional distributions. Additionally, it explores the legal and social implications surrounding these
clubs. The following sections will outline a comprehensive list of outlaw motorcycle clubs in
Australia, followed by an examination of their organizational structures and regional variations.

Major Outlaw Motorcycle Clubs in Australia

Regional Presence of Outlaw Motorcycle Clubs

Organizational Structure and Culture

Legal and Social Impact of Outlaw Motorcycle Clubs

Major Outlaw Motorcycle Clubs in Australia
The landscape of outlaw motorcycle clubs in Australia is dominated by several well-known
organizations, each with a unique history and operational footprint. These clubs are often
characterized by their use of distinctive patches and colors, hierarchical structures, and adherence
to a specific code of conduct among members. The most prominent outlaw motorcycle clubs in
Australia include the Hells Angels, Bandidos, Rebels, and Comancheros. Each group has established
chapters across multiple states and has developed reputations that extend beyond their immediate
communities.

Hells Angels Motorcycle Club
The Hells Angels Motorcycle Club (HAMC) is one of the most internationally recognized outlaw
motorcycle clubs and has a significant presence in Australia. Established in the United States in
1948, the club expanded to Australia in the 1970s. The Australian chapters operate in various cities,
including Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, and Perth. Known for their strict membership criteria and
hierarchical organization, the Hells Angels have been involved in numerous legal and social
controversies over the years.

Bandidos Motorcycle Club
The Bandidos Motorcycle Club is another major international outlaw club with a strong Australian
presence. Founded in Texas in 1966, the Bandidos arrived in Australia in the early 1980s. They have



established chapters throughout the country, particularly in Queensland, New South Wales, and
Victoria. The Bandidos are known for their rivalry with the Hells Angels and have a distinct set of
colors and insignia that symbolize their membership.

Rebels Motorcycle Club
The Rebels Motorcycle Club originated in Australia in the 1960s and is considered one of the largest
Australian-born outlaw motorcycle clubs. With chapters spanning multiple states, the Rebels have a
significant footprint in the outlaw motorcycle club scene. Their culture emphasizes brotherhood and
loyalty, with a strong emphasis on Australian identity.

Comancheros Motorcycle Club
The Comancheros Motorcycle Club was founded in Sydney in 1968 and is another prominent
Australian outlaw motorcycle club. Known for their distinctive red and white colors, the
Comancheros have been involved in various high-profile incidents and remain an influential group
within the OMC landscape.

Regional Presence of Outlaw Motorcycle Clubs
The distribution of outlaw motorcycle clubs in Australia is not uniform, with certain states and
territories hosting higher concentrations of these groups. The presence of outlaw clubs often aligns
with urban centers and regions with significant motorcycle culture. Understanding the regional
spread helps contextualize the influence and activities of these clubs across the country.

New South Wales
New South Wales (NSW) is home to a number of prominent outlaw motorcycle clubs, including
multiple chapters of the Hells Angels, Rebels, and Comancheros. Sydney, as the state's capital,
serves as a central hub for many club activities. The concentration of clubs in NSW is significant due
to the state’s population density and urban centers.

Victoria
Victoria hosts several chapters of major outlaw motorcycle clubs such as the Rebels and Bandidos.
Melbourne, the state capital, has a vibrant motorcycle culture, making it a focal point for club
activity. The Victorian government has also enacted specific legislation aimed at curbing outlaw
motorcycle club-related crime.

Queensland
Queensland features a strong presence of the Bandidos and Rebels motorcycle clubs, with several
chapters operating in Brisbane and other regional centers. The state's geographic expanse and



diverse population contribute to the widespread distribution of these clubs.

Western Australia
Western Australia, particularly Perth, is home to chapters of the Hells Angels and other outlaw
clubs. Despite its relative isolation compared to eastern states, Western Australia maintains an
active motorcycle club community with notable OMC activity.

Organizational Structure and Culture
Outlaw motorcycle clubs in Australia share a common organizational structure characterized by
hierarchical leadership, membership protocols, and ritualistic practices. Understanding these
elements provides insight into the operational dynamics of these groups.

Hierarchy and Membership
Most outlaw motorcycle clubs operate under a tiered hierarchy that includes positions such as
President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, and Sergeant-at-Arms. Membership typically
involves a probationary period known as "prospecting," during which prospective members are
evaluated for loyalty and commitment. Full membership is marked by the awarding of club patches,
which symbolize acceptance and status within the club.

Culture and Code of Conduct
The culture within outlaw motorcycle clubs places a strong emphasis on brotherhood, loyalty, and
respect. Members are expected to adhere to strict codes of conduct that govern behavior both within
the club and in external interactions. These codes often include provisions related to secrecy,
conflict resolution, and allegiance to the club above all else.

Symbols and Insignia
Distinctive patches, colors, and tattoos serve as important symbols for outlaw motorcycle clubs.
These insignia not only identify club membership but also convey rank, achievements, and
affiliations. The display of such symbols is a crucial aspect of club identity and pride.

Legal and Social Impact of Outlaw Motorcycle Clubs
The presence of outlaw motorcycle clubs in Australia has significant legal and social implications.
Authorities and communities often view these clubs through the lens of their associations with
criminal activity, although club members and supporters emphasize social and cultural dimensions.



Law Enforcement and Legislation
Australian law enforcement agencies have implemented various measures aimed at monitoring and
controlling the activities of outlaw motorcycle clubs. Legislation such as anti-bikie laws targets
criminal behavior attributed to these groups, including drug trafficking, violence, and organized
crime. These laws have sparked debate regarding civil liberties and the effectiveness of such
measures.

Community Relations and Social Perception
Public perception of outlaw motorcycle clubs varies widely, with some viewing them as a social
nuisance or criminal element, while others acknowledge their role in motorcycle culture and
community engagement. The media often shapes these perceptions, emphasizing conflicts and
controversies associated with OMCs.

Impact on Motorcycle Culture
Despite controversies, outlaw motorcycle clubs contribute to the broader motorcycle culture in
Australia by organizing events, rides, and charity activities. Their influence extends to motorcycle
fashion, music, and lifestyle, underscoring the complexity of their role in Australian society.
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Rebels Motorcycle Club
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Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the most well-known outlaw motorcycle
clubs in Australia?
Some of the most well-known outlaw motorcycle clubs in Australia include the Bandidos,
Comancheros, Hells Angels, Rebels, and the Mongols.

Are outlaw motorcycle clubs legal in Australia?
Outlaw motorcycle clubs themselves are not illegal; however, many clubs have been associated with
criminal activities, which has led to increased law enforcement scrutiny and legislation targeting
their operations.



How many outlaw motorcycle clubs operate in Australia?
There are dozens of outlaw motorcycle clubs across Australia, ranging from large international clubs
like the Hells Angels to smaller, local clubs.

What states in Australia have the highest presence of outlaw
motorcycle clubs?
Outlaw motorcycle clubs are most prevalent in states like Queensland, New South Wales, and
Victoria, where they have established strong chapters.

What distinguishes outlaw motorcycle clubs from regular
motorcycle clubs in Australia?
Outlaw motorcycle clubs are often characterized by their rejection of mainstream motorcycle
organizations, distinctive colors and patches, and a culture that sometimes involves criminal
activities, unlike regular motorcycle clubs which focus on recreational riding.

What are some common activities associated with Australian
outlaw motorcycle clubs?
Common activities associated with some outlaw motorcycle clubs in Australia include social riding
events, but also, unfortunately, some have been linked to drug trafficking, violence, and organized
crime.

Has the Australian government taken any actions against
outlaw motorcycle clubs?
Yes, Australian governments have implemented anti-bikie laws, including banning orders,
restrictions on club insignia, and increased police powers to disrupt criminal activities linked to
outlaw motorcycle clubs.

Where can I find a comprehensive list of outlaw motorcycle
clubs in Australia?
A comprehensive list can be found through law enforcement reports, government publications on
organized crime, and reputable news sources that cover outlaw motorcycle clubs in Australia.

Additional Resources
1. Brothers in Chrome: The Rise of Australian Outlaw Motorcycle Clubs
This book explores the origins and development of outlaw motorcycle clubs in Australia, tracing
their evolution from small groups of rebellious riders to organized and influential entities. It delves
into the social and cultural factors that fueled their growth and the impact they have had on
Australian society. Through detailed accounts and interviews, readers gain insight into the
brotherhood and codes that define these clubs.



2. Steel and Shadows: Inside Australia’s Outlaw Biker Gangs
Offering an in-depth look at some of the most notorious outlaw motorcycle clubs in Australia, this
book uncovers the inner workings of these groups. It examines their criminal activities, territorial
disputes, and relationships with law enforcement. The narrative is supported by firsthand
testimonies from former members and police officers, providing a balanced perspective on a
controversial subculture.

3. Riders of the Underworld: A History of Australian Outlaw Motorcycle Clubs
This comprehensive history documents the formation and expansion of outlaw motorcycle clubs
across Australia. It highlights key events, influential leaders, and landmark conflicts that shaped the
biker landscape. The book also discusses the clubs’ cultural significance and the myths versus
realities surrounding their lifestyle.

4. Patchwork Rebels: The Symbols and Stories of Australian Biker Gangs
Focusing on the distinctive patches, colors, and insignia worn by outlaw motorcycle clubs, this book
decodes the symbolism behind these emblems. It also shares personal stories from club members,
shedding light on the meaning and pride associated with their identities. Readers will gain a deeper
understanding of the visual language that unites these groups.

5. Iron Brotherhood: Loyalty and Lawlessness in Australian Motorcycle Clubs
This narrative explores the complex dynamics of loyalty, friendship, and violence within Australian
outlaw motorcycle clubs. It investigates how these values influence club operations and member
behavior. The book also addresses the challenges faced by law enforcement in managing the delicate
balance between crime prevention and respecting individual rights.

6. Rebel Roads: The Outlaw Biker Culture in Australia
Examining the cultural aspects of outlaw motorcycle clubs, this book highlights their music, fashion,
and social rituals. It discusses how these elements contribute to a distinct identity and sense of
belonging among members. The author also considers the broader societal reactions to the biker
phenomenon in Australia.

7. Crimson and Chrome: The Dark Side of Australian Motorcycle Clubs
This investigative work delves into the criminal enterprises linked to some of Australia’s most
infamous outlaw motorcycle clubs. It covers drug trafficking, violence, and organized crime,
supported by police reports and case studies. The book aims to provide a factual account while
dispelling sensationalized myths.

8. Throttle and Thunder: Australian Outlaw Motorcycle Clubs on the Move
Tracking the geographic spread and influence of outlaw motorcycle clubs, this book maps their
presence across Australia’s cities and rural areas. It explores how clubs adapt to changing
environments and expand their networks. The author combines historical data with contemporary
analysis to present a dynamic portrait of these groups.

9. Leather and Loyalty: Women in Australian Outlaw Motorcycle Clubs
Highlighting the often-overlooked role of women, this book examines their participation and
influence within outlaw motorcycle clubs. It covers the experiences of female members, partners,
and supporters, challenging traditional gender roles in this male-dominated subculture. The
narrative offers a nuanced view of loyalty and identity from a female perspective.
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