
list of mystery science theater 3000 episodes

list of mystery science theater 3000 episodes is an essential resource for fans and newcomers interested in
exploring the extensive catalog of this cult classic television series. Mystery Science Theater 3000 (MST3K)
is renowned for its unique format, combining sci-fi and comedy with riffing on B-movies, making it a beloved show
with a dedicated following. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the various episodes produced
throughout the show's multiple seasons and iterations. It covers the original KTMA episodes, the nationally
syndicated Comedy Central seasons, the Sci-Fi Channel era, and the more recent Netflix revival. Additionally,
the article touches on notable episodes, special features, and the impact of MST3K on popular culture.
Whether you are looking for episode guides, standout moments, or details about specific seasons, this list of
mystery science theater 3000 episodes will serve as an authoritative reference. Below is a detailed table of
contents to navigate through the different sections of this extensive episode list.

Original KTMA Episodes

Comedy Central Seasons (Seasons 1-5)

Sci-Fi Channel Seasons (Seasons 6-10)

Netflix Revival (Seasons 11-13)

Notable Episodes and Specials

Original KTMA Episodes

The origins of Mystery Science Theater 3000 trace back to its initial run on KTMA, a local Minneapolis
television station, where the show developed its foundational format. These early episodes were produced from
1988 to 1989 and feature the original cast, including Joel Hodgson as the host. The KTMA episodes are
distinguished by their low-budget charm and experimental approach to the show’s signature movie riffing style.

Overview of KTMA Episodes

The KTMA run consists of a limited number of episodes that set the stage for the series’ later success. These
episodes often featured short films and lesser-known feature films that were ripe for comedic commentary. The
production quality was modest, but the creativity and humor laid the groundwork for MST3K’s cult status.

Season 0, Episode 1: The Green Slime

Season 0, Episode 2: Revenge of the Creature

Season 0, Episode 3: Pod People

Season 0, Episode 4: The Crawling Eye

Season 0, Episode 5: The Girl in Gold Boots

These early episodes are treasured by fans for their raw and unpolished humor, providing a nostalgic glimpse
into the series’ beginnings.



Comedy Central Seasons (Seasons 1-5)

Following the KTMA episodes, Mystery Science Theater 3000 was picked up by Comedy Central, which aired the
show nationally from 1989 to 1996. This era encompasses seasons 1 through 5 and marks the series’ rise to
prominence. The Comedy Central seasons are often regarded as the definitive MST3K experience, showcasing
classic episodes that have become fan favorites.

Season Highlights and Episode Guide

During the Comedy Central run, the show refined its format and introduced iconic characters such as Mike
Nelson, who eventually took over as host. The episodes featured a diverse range of films, from science fiction
to horror, all punctuated with sharp and witty commentary.

Season 1: Includes episodes like "The Crawling Eye" and "Mitchell"1.

Season 2: Features "Rocketship X-M" and "Pod People"2.

Season 3: Known for "The Robot vs. The Aztec Mummy" and "The Giant Gila Monster"3.

Season 4: Includes "Mitchell," "Space Mutiny," and "The Final Sacrifice"4.

Season 5: Features "Pod People," "Mitchell," and "The Brain That Wouldn't Die"5.

The Comedy Central seasons are celebrated for their clever writing, memorable riffs, and the development of the
MST3K universe.

Sci-Fi Channel Seasons (Seasons 6-10)

After Comedy Central, MST3K found a new home on the Sci-Fi Channel from 1997 to 1999, producing seasons
6 through 10. This period introduced Joel Robinson's replacement, Mike Nelson, as the permanent host. The Sci-Fi
Channel era is notable for higher production values and a shift in tone, though it maintained the series’
signature blend of humor and movie satire.

Key Episodes and Series Developments

The Sci-Fi Channel seasons explored a broader range of films, including more recent and sometimes more obscure
titles. New characters and robot sidekicks were introduced, expanding the show's lore and appeal.

Season 6: "Mitchell," "The Skydivers," "Pod People"

Season 7: "Hobgoblins," "Manos: The Hands of Fate"

Season 8: "The Touch of Satan," "Space Mutiny"

Season 9: "Santa Claus Conquers the Martians," "The Giant Spider Invasion"

Season 10: Final season with episodes like "Mitchell" and "The Final Sacrifice"



The Sci-Fi Channel seasons solidified MST3K’s place as a cult phenomenon while experimenting with new creative
directions.

Netflix Revival (Seasons 11-13)

In the mid-2010s, Mystery Science Theater 3000 was revived on Netflix, introducing the show to a new
generation of viewers. Seasons 11 through 13 were produced with a modern approach while staying true to the
classic riffing style. This revival featured new host Jonah Heston and continued to celebrate the tradition of
mocking low-budget cinema.

Episodes and Notable Films Featured

The Netflix seasons included a mix of newly discovered obscure films and some more contemporary titles,
resonating with both longtime fans and newcomers. The production values were significantly enhanced, and the
series embraced streaming culture.

Season 11: Included "Reptilicus," "The Time Travelers," and more1.

Season 12: Featured episodes like "Mitchell," and "The Brain That Wouldn't Die"2.

Season 13: The most recent season with a blend of nostalgia and innovation3.

The Netflix revival has been praised for revitalizing MST3K and expanding its audience worldwide.

Notable Episodes and Specials

Across all eras of Mystery Science Theater 3000, certain episodes and specials have stood out due to their
popularity, cultural impact, or unique content. These episodes often serve as entry points for new viewers or
as highlights for dedicated fans.

Fan-Favorite Episodes

The following episodes are frequently cited as some of the best and most memorable in the MST3K catalog:

Manos: The Hands of Fate – Often regarded as the quintessential MST3K episode, it features one of the
most notoriously bad movies ever made.

Mitchell – Known for Mike Nelson’s memorable riffs and the film’s campy action sequences.

Space Mutiny – Famous for its confusing plot and humorous commentary.

The Final Sacrifice – A Canadian cult classic that brought unique humor to the show.

Pod People – A bizarre sci-fi horror that inspired extensive riffing.



Special Episodes and Events

In addition to regular episodes, MST3K has produced special events such as live shows, holiday specials, and
mini-episodes. These specials often include guest appearances, behind-the-scenes content, and unique formats
that complement the standard episode structure.

Live MST3K Reunion Shows

Holiday Specials featuring themed movie riffing

Mini-episodes and shorts released between seasons or as promotional material

These specials contribute to the richness of the MST3K experience, providing fans with additional content and
celebrations of the show's legacy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Mystery Science Theater 3000?

Mystery Science Theater 3000 (MST3K) is a cult television series where a man and his robot companions
watch and humorously comment on B-movies, especially science fiction and horror films.

Where can I find a complete list of Mystery Science Theater 3000 episodes?

Complete episode lists for MST3K can be found on official streaming platforms like Netflix, fan sites, and
databases such as IMDb and the MST3K Wiki.

How many seasons of Mystery Science Theater 3000 are there?

MST3K has 13 seasons spanning its original run, a revival on Netflix, and other platforms, with over 200
episodes in total.

Are there any special episodes or movies included in the MST3K episode list?

Yes, the MST3K episode list includes special episodes, live shows, and feature-length movies like 'Mystery
Science Theater 3000: The Movie.'

Which episodes of MST3K are considered fan favorites?

Fan favorite episodes include 'Manos: The Hands of Fate,' 'Mitchell,' 'The Final Sacrifice,' and 'Space Mutiny,'
known for their humorous riffs and cult status.

Is there a chronological order to watch the MST3K episodes?

Yes, fans typically watch MST3K episodes in the order they were released by season to follow the show's
progression and character development.

Do all MST3K episodes feature the same host character?

No, the original host was Joel Robinson, followed by Mike Nelson in later seasons, with other hosts appearing



in revival series.

Are MST3K episodes available for streaming online?

Yes, many MST3K episodes are available on streaming services such as Netflix, Shout! Factory TV, and the
official MST3K website.

Where can I find detailed summaries or reviews of MST3K episodes?

Detailed summaries and reviews can be found on the MST3K Wiki, fan forums, and entertainment websites like
IMDb and Rotten Tomatoes.

Has MST3K produced any new episodes recently?

Yes, MST3K was revived with new episodes on Netflix starting in 2017 and continues to produce content
through crowdfunding platforms and official releases.

Additional Resources
1. The Satellite of Love Companion: A Guide to Mystery Science Theater 3000
This book offers an in-depth look at the cult classic TV series Mystery Science Theater 3000 (MST3K). It
features detailed episode guides, behind-the-scenes insights, and interviews with cast and crew members. Fans will
appreciate the trivia and analyses that celebrate the show’s unique blend of humor and film critique.

2. Tracking the Satellite: Exploring the Films of Mystery Science Theater 3000
Focused on the movies riffed in MST3K episodes, this book provides background information on the films
themselves and why they became targets for the show’s comedic commentary. It also explores the cultural
impact of MST3K in popularizing bad movies and cult cinema.

3. Riffing Through Time: The Evolution of Mystery Science Theater 3000
This volume traces the development of MST3K from its early days on local TV to its rise as a beloved cult
phenomenon. It discusses changes in format, cast, and writing style, as well as the show's enduring appeal to
new generations of viewers.

4. Behind the Bots: The Making of Mystery Science Theater 3000
A behind-the-scenes look at the creative process behind MST3K, focusing on the puppetry, writing, and
production techniques that brought the show’s iconic robots and host to life. The book includes interviews
with creators Joel Hodgson and others involved in crafting the series.

5. Satellite of Laughs: The Wit and Humor of Mystery Science Theater 3000
This book delves into the unique comedic style of MST3K, analyzing its witty riffs, running jokes, and pop
culture references. It explores how the show blends satire, parody, and affectionate film criticism to create a
distinct form of comedy.

6. MST3K and the Art of Movie Mockery
Examining MST3K as a form of film criticism, this book discusses how the series uses humor to engage with and
deconstruct genre films. It highlights the show's role in shaping contemporary media commentary and its
influence on later riffing and review formats.

7. The Cult of the Satellite: Fans and Fandom of Mystery Science Theater 3000
This book explores the passionate fan community surrounding MST3K, including conventions, fan-made content,
and online discussions. It looks at how the show fostered a sense of belonging and creative collaboration
among its audience.

8. Lost in Space: The Worst Movies Ever Shown on Mystery Science Theater 3000
A compilation and analysis of the most notoriously bad films featured on MST3K, this book provides context



for their selection and humorous commentary on their flaws. It celebrates the joy of watching—and riffing
on—cinematic disasters.

9. From Bots to Binge: The Revival and Legacy of Mystery Science Theater 3000
This book chronicles the revival of MST3K in the streaming era, examining how the show adapted to new
platforms and audiences. It also reflects on the series' lasting legacy in comedy, fandom, and cult television
history.
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