list of marine corps mos

List of Marine Corps MOS (Military Occupational Specialties) is a crucial
aspect of the United States Marine Corps. Each Marine is assigned a specific
MOS that determines their role, responsibilities, and the skills they will
develop throughout their service. Understanding the various MOS designations
is essential for anyone considering a career in the Marine Corps or those
interested in military operations. This article provides an overview of the
different categories of MOS, examples of specific specialties, and how they
contribute to the overall mission of the Marine Corps.

Understanding Marine Corps MOS

The Marine Corps categorizes its Military Occupational Specialties into
several fields based on the nature of the work performed. Each MOS 1is
assigned a unique code, typically consisting of a number and a letter. The
number represents the primary occupational field, while the letter designates
a specific specialty within that field.

MOS Categories

Marine Corps MOS can be broadly categorized into the following fields:

1. Combat Arms: These are the front-line positions primarily involved in
combat operations.

2. Combat Support: This category includes roles that provide essential
support to combat operations.

3. Combat Service Support: Personnel in this category focus on logistical and
administrative support.

Combat Arms MOS

Combat Arms MOS positions are critical to the Marine Corps’ mission of
maintaining combat readiness and effectiveness. Below are some examples of
Combat Arms MOS:

1. 0300 - Infantry: This is the backbone of the Marine Corps, focusing on
ground combat operations.

2. 0311 - Rifleman: Trained to engage the enemy and accomplish missions on
the ground.



3. 0331 - Machine Gunner: Operates machine guns and provides fire support
for infantry units.

4. 0341 - Mortarman: Responsible for operating mortars to provide indirect
fire support.

5. 0351 - Infantry Assaultman: Specializes in using anti-armor weapons and
demolitions.

6. 0369 - Infantry Unit Leader: Oversees and leads infantry units in
combat.

These roles are essential for the execution of ground operations, strategic
planning, and the overall effectiveness of military missions.

Combat Support MOS

Combat Support MOS positions play a vital role in enhancing the effectiveness
of combat operations. They provide the necessary support that enables combat
units to operate efficiently. Examples of Combat Support MOS include:

1. 0600 - Communications: Responsible for establishing and maintaining
communications during operations.

2. 0800 - Intelligence: Involves gathering, analyzing, and disseminating
intelligence information.

3. 1300 - Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD): Manages and mitigates
explosive threats.

4., 2300 - Aviation Maintenance: Focuses on the maintenance and repair of
aircraft.

Personnel in these roles are critical for ensuring that combat units have the
information, communication, and technical capabilities they need to succeed
in various operations.

Combat Service Support MOS

Combat Service Support MOS positions focus on logistical, administrative, and
sustainment operations that ensure the smooth functioning of Marine Corps
activities. Here are some examples:



1. 3000 - Supply Administration and Operations: Manages the procurement,
storage, and distribution of supplies.

2. 3400 - Financial Management: Handles financial planning, budgeting, and
accounting.

3. 5800 - Military Police: Responsible for law enforcement and security
operations within the Marine Corps.

4, 7000 - Administration: Covers various administrative functions,
including personnel management and record-keeping.

These roles ensure that the Marine Corps operates smoothly behind the front
lines, allowing combat units to focus on their missions.

Specialized MOS

In addition to the primary categories of MOS, the Marine Corps also offers
specialized roles that require advanced training and skills. These
specialized MOS include:

¢ 0372 - Critical Skills Operator: Operates within the Marine Special
Operations Command (MARSOC) and conducts special operations.

e 0321 - Reconnaissance Marine: Engages in reconnaissance and surveillance
missions.

* 6116 - Aircraft Maintenance Technician: Specializes in maintaining the
avionics systems of military aircraft.

Specialized MOS allow Marines to develop unique skills and contribute to
specialized missions that require a higher level of expertise.

How to Choose an MOS

Choosing an MOS is an important decision for any Marine. Factors to consider
when selecting an MOS include:

1. Interests and Skills: Consider what you enjoy doing and what skills you
possess. Some MOS require technical skills, while others focus on physical
capabilities.



2. Career Goals: Think about your long-term career aspirations, both within
the Marine Corps and in civilian life. Some MOS provide valuable experience
and credentials that can translate into civilian jobs.

3. Availability: Not all MOS are available at all times. Availability can
depend on the needs of the Marine Corps and the current operational
requirements.

Conclusion

The list of Marine Corps MOS is extensive and diverse, reflecting the wide
range of roles and responsibilities within the Marine Corps. From combat arms
to support and specialized positions, each MOS plays a vital role in
fulfilling the Marine Corps' mission. Understanding the various categories
and specific MOS can help prospective Marines make informed decisions about
their careers in the military. Whether engaging in direct combat, providing
critical support, or managing logistics, every Marine contributes to the
overall effectiveness of the United States Marine Corps.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does MOS stand for in the context of the Marine
Corps?

MOS stands for Military Occupational Specialty, which refers to the specific
job or role that a Marine is trained to perform.

How can I find a complete list of Marine Corps MO0S?

A complete list of Marine Corps MOS can typically be found on the official
U.S. Marine Corps website or through military career resources that detail
various specialties and their descriptions.

What are some examples of common Marine Corps MO0S?

Common Marine Corps MOS include 0311 (Rifleman), 0331 (Machine Gunner), 0341
(Mortarman), and 0321 (Reconnaissance Marine), among many others.

Are Marine Corps MOS ranks and roles
interchangeable?

No, Marine Corps MOS ranks and roles are not interchangeable. Each MOS has
specific responsibilities and training, and Marines typically remain within
their designated MOS throughout their service.



How does one choose their MOS in the Marine Corps?

Marines typically choose their MOS during the enlistment process, based on
their ASVAB scores, personal interests, and the needs of the Marine Corps,
although final assignments may vary.
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