list of heavy metal albums

List of heavy metal albums that have left an indelible mark on the music
industry is a testament to the genre's evolution and its diverse sub-genres.
Heavy metal, with roots tracing back to the late 1960s and early 1970s, has
undergone significant transformations over the decades, giving rise to a
plethora of iconic bands and groundbreaking albums. In this article, we will
explore some of the most influential heavy metal albums, categorized by
decade, sub-genres, and notable tracks. Whether you're a longtime fan or a
newcomer to the genre, this comprehensive list will provide insights into the
essential heavy metal albums that have shaped the sound and culture of heavy
metal music.

Heavy Metal Through the Decades

Heavy metal has witnessed a variety of styles and innovations since its
inception. Here, we will break down notable albums by decade, highlighting
key releases that defined the sound of their respective eras.

The 1970s: The Birth of Heavy Metal

The 1970s marked the emergence of heavy metal as a distinct genre, with bands
experimenting with louder, more aggressive sounds. Here are some pivotal
albums from this era:

1. Black Sabbath - "Black Sabbath" (1970)

- Often regarded as the first heavy metal album, it introduced dark themes
and heavy guitar riffs.

— Notable tracks: "Black Sabbath," "The Wizard," "N.I.B."

2. Deep Purple - "Machine Head" (1972)

— This album is famous for its groundbreaking track "Smoke on the Water,"
which features one of rock's most recognizable riffs.

— Other notable tracks: "Highway Star," "Space Truckin'."

3. Led Zeppelin - "Led Zeppelin IV"™ (1971)

— While often categorized as rock, the album's heavy sound and mythical
themes laid the groundwork for metal.

- Notable tracks: "Stairway to Heaven," "Black Dog," "Rock and Roll."

4. Judas Priest - "Sad Wings of Destiny" (1976)

— This album helped define the twin guitar attack that became a hallmark of
heavy metal.

- Notable tracks: "Victim of Changes," "The Ripper."

The 1980s: The Rise of Metal

The 1980s saw the explosion of heavy metal into mainstream culture, giving
rise to various sub-genres such as thrash metal and glam metal. Highlighted
below are some of the era's most significant albums:



1. Metallica - "Master of Puppets" (1986)

- A landmark album in thrash metal, it showcased complex song structures and
intricate guitar work.

— Notable tracks: "Master of Puppets," "Battery," "Welcome Home
(Sanitarium) ."

2. Iron Maiden - "The Number of the Beast" (1982)

— This album solidified Iron Maiden's status as metal legends and introduced
operatic vocals and epic storytelling.

— Notable tracks: "Hallowed Be Thy Name," "Run to the Hills," "The Number of
the Beast."

3. Slayer - "Reign in Blood" (1986)
- A defining album in the thrash metal genre, known for its speed and
aggression.

— Notable tracks: "Angel of Death," "Raining Blood."

4. Ozzy Osbourne - "Blizzard of Ozz" (1980)

— Osbourne's debut solo album features some of the most iconic songs in metal
history.

- Notable tracks: "Crazy Train," "Mr. Crowley," "Goodbye to Romance."

The 1990s: Diversification and Innowvation

The 1990s were characterized by the diversification of heavy metal, with
various sub-genres emerging, including nu-metal, metalcore, and progressive
metal. Here are some key albums from this transformative decade:

1. Pantera - "Vulgar Display of Power" (1992)

- This album is often credited with revitalizing heavy metal and introducing
a more aggressive sound.

- Notable tracks: "Walk," "Mouth for War," "This Love."

2. Tool - "Enima" (1996)
— A profound concept album that blended progressive rock and heavy metal.
— Notable tracks: "Stinkfist," "Forty Six & 2," "Sober."

3. Korn - "Korn" (1994)

— The self-titled debut album that helped popularize nu-metal with its fusion
of metal and hip-hop elements.

- Notable tracks: "Blind," "Shoots and Ladders."

4. Sepultura - "Roots" (1996)

— This album incorporated Brazilian tribal rhythms into heavy metal, making
it a landmark release in the genre.

— Notable tracks: "Roots Bloody Roots," "Ratamahatta."

The 2000s: The New Wave of Heavy Metal

The 2000s saw the emergence of a new wave of heavy metal bands that would
define the future of the genre. Here are some notable albums from this
period:

1. System of a Down - "Toxicity" (2001)
— Known for its eclectic mix of heavy metal, alternative rock, and unique



vocal styles.
- Notable tracks: "Chop Suey!," "Toxicity," "Aerials."

2. Avenged Sevenfold - "City of Evil"™ (2005)

— This album marked a shift towards a more melodic sound while maintaining
heavy metal roots.

— Notable tracks: "Bat Country," "Beast and the Harlot."

3. Trivium - "Ascendancy" (2005)

— A defining album in metalcore that showcased technical prowess and melodic
elements.

— Notable tracks: "Pull Harder on the Strings of Your Martyr," "Dying in Your
Arms."

4. Lamb of God - "Ashes of the Wake" (2004)

— This album solidified Lamb of God’s place in the heavy metal scene with its
aggressive sound and socially conscious lyrics.

- Notable tracks: "Laid to Rest," "Now You've Got Something to Die For."

Sub-Genres of Heavy Metal

Heavy metal has branched into numerous sub-genres, each with its own
distinctive sound and style. Below is a list of notable albums from various
heavy metal sub-genres.

Thrash Metal

- Megadeth - "Rust in Peace" (1990)

— A classic thrash metal album known for its technical guitar work and
complex compositions.

- Notable tracks: "Holy Wars... The Punishment Due," "Hangar 18."

- Anthrax - "Among the Living" (1987)

— A seminal album in thrash metal, featuring fast tempos and socially
conscious lyrics.

- Notable tracks: "Caught in a Mosh," "I Am the Law."

Black Metal

- Mayhem - "De Mysteriis Dom Sathanas" (1994)

— A legendary album that defined the black metal genre with its dark themes
and raw sound.

- Notable tracks: "Freezing Moon," "Deathcrush."

— Emperor - "In the Nightside Eclipse" (1994)

- A pivotal album blending symphonic elements with black metal's raw
aggression.

— Notable tracks: "I Am the Black Wizards," "Into the Infinity of Thoughts."



Doom Metal

- Candlemass - "Epicus Doomicus Metallicus" (1986)

— Considered a cornerstone of the doom metal genre, known for its slow tempos
and heavy riffs.

— Notable tracks: "Solitude," "Crystal Ball."

— My Dying Bride - "Turn Loose the Swans" (1993)

— This album combines gothic elements with doom metal, creating a melancholic
atmosphere.

- Notable tracks: "The Crown of Sympathy," "The Snow in My Hand."

Power Metal

— Helloween - "Keeper of the Seven Keys, Pt. 1" (1987)

- A landmark album in power metal, featuring fast tempos, melodic guitar
solos, and fantasy-themed lyrics.

— Notable tracks: "I Want Out," "Future World."

— DragonForce - "Inhuman Rampage" (2006)

— Known for its fast-paced guitar work and fantasy-themed lyrics, solidifying
the band’s place in modern power metal.

— Notable tracks: "Through the Fire and Flames," "Operation Ground and
Pound."

Conclusion

The list of heavy metal albums presented in this article showcases the rich
history and diversity of the genre. From the pioneering sounds of the 1970s
to the innovative styles of the 2000s, heavy metal has continually evolved,
influencing countless artists and captivating audiences worldwide. Each of
these albums represents a unique chapter in the story of heavy metal,
reflecting the genre's ability to adapt and inspire. Whether you seek the
classic riffs of Black Sabbath or the melodic intensity of modern metal
bands, this extensive list serves as a valuable resource for both old and new
fans of heavy metal music.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the most influential heavy metal
albums of the 1980s?

Some of the most influential heavy metal albums of the 1980s include 'Master
of Puppets' by Metallica, 'The Number of the Beast' by Iron Maiden, 'Reign in
Blood' by Slayer, and 'Black Sabbath' by Black Sabbath.

Which heavy metal albums are considered essential for



new listeners?

Essential heavy metal albums for new listeners include 'Back in Black' by
AC/DC, 'Paranoid' by Black Sabbath, 'British Steel' by Judas Priest, and
'Rust in Peace' by Megadeth.

Are there any recent heavy metal albums that have
gained critical acclaim?

Yes, recent heavy metal albums that have gained critical acclaim include 'The
Sin and the Sentence' by Trivium, 'Hushed and Grim' by Mastodon, and
'Fortitude' by Gojira.

What defines a heavy metal album compared to other
music genres?

A heavy metal album is typically defined by its use of distorted guitars,
powerful vocals, aggressive drumming, and lyrical themes that often explore
darkness, fantasy, and rebellion.

Which heavy metal albums are known for their concept
stories or themes?

Notable heavy metal albums with concept stories include 'The Wall' by Pink
Floyd, 'Operation: Mindcrime' by Queensriche, and 'The Final Frontier' by
Iron Maiden.

How has the heavy metal album format evolved in the
digital age?
In the digital age, the heavy metal album format has evolved with the rise of

streaming services, leading to shorter album lengths, more frequent single
releases, and a focus on digital marketing strategies.
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