list of careers in anthropology

list of careers in anthropology explores the diverse and dynamic professional opportunities
available to individuals trained in the study of human societies, cultures, and biological
characteristics. Anthropology, as a multidisciplinary field, encompasses various specializations such
as cultural anthropology, archaeology, biological anthropology, linguistic anthropology, and applied
anthropology, each offering unique career paths. The demand for anthropologists extends beyond
academia into sectors like healthcare, government agencies, corporate environments, museums, and
cultural resource management. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the primary career
options within anthropology, highlighting roles, required skills, and potential work settings. Readers
will gain insight into how anthropological knowledge translates into practical applications across
industries. The following table of contents outlines the main categories of careers in anthropology
covered in this article.

e Academic and Research Careers in Anthropology
e Applied Anthropology Careers

e Careers in Cultural and Social Anthropology

Archaeology and Cultural Resource Management Careers

Biological and Forensic Anthropology Careers

Linguistic Anthropology Careers

Emerging and Interdisciplinary Careers in Anthropology

Academic and Research Careers in Anthropology

Academic and research careers represent traditional pathways for anthropologists focused on
advancing theoretical knowledge and conducting fieldwork. These roles typically require advanced
degrees such as a master's or PhD and involve teaching, publishing scholarly work, and contributing
to the broader understanding of human cultures and evolution.

University Professor

University professors in anthropology teach undergraduate and graduate students, mentor research
projects, and publish academic papers. This career demands expertise in one or more anthropological
subfields and strong communication skills to convey complex concepts effectively.



Research Scientist

Research scientists conduct empirical studies in academic institutions, government agencies, or
private research organizations. Their work may involve ethnographic research, archaeological
excavation, or laboratory analysis depending on their specialization.

Postdoctoral Fellow

Postdoctoral fellowships offer recent PhD graduates opportunities to deepen their research expertise
and build academic credentials before pursuing tenure-track positions or other career paths.

Applied Anthropology Careers

Applied anthropology utilizes anthropological methods and theories to solve real-world problems in
various sectors. Professionals in this domain work outside traditional academic settings, directly
impacting communities, organizations, and policy-making.

Medical Anthropologist

Medical anthropologists study health practices, iliness behaviors, and healthcare systems from
cultural and social perspectives. They often collaborate with public health officials to develop
culturally appropriate interventions.

Corporate Anthropologist

Corporate anthropologists apply ethnographic research to understand consumer behavior, workplace
culture, and product design. Their insights help businesses develop user-centered strategies and
improve organizational dynamics.

Nonprofit Program Evaluator

Anthropologists in nonprofit organizations evaluate the effectiveness of social programs, ensuring
they meet the needs of target populations and adhere to cultural sensitivities.

e Community Development Specialist
e Policy Analyst

e International Development Consultant



Careers in Cultural and Social Anthropology

Cultural and social anthropologists focus on understanding contemporary human societies, social
structures, rituals, and belief systems. Careers in this subfield often involve ethnographic fieldwork
and qualitative research methodologies.

Ethnographer

Ethnographers conduct immersive fieldwork to document cultural practices and social interactions.
Their findings inform academic research, government policy, and private sector initiatives.

Social Researcher

Social researchers analyze social phenomena, including race, gender, religion, and economic systems.
Their work contributes to social justice initiatives and community advocacy.

Museum Curator

Museum curators specializing in cultural anthropology manage collections, design exhibits, and
educate the public about cultural heritage.

Archaeology and Cultural Resource Management
Careers

Archaeologists study past human societies through material remains. Careers in archaeology range
from academic research to cultural resource management (CRM), which involves preserving
archaeological sites in compliance with legal frameworks.

Field Archaeologist

Field archaeologists conduct excavations, survey sites, and analyze artifacts to reconstruct historical
narratives. This role requires physical endurance and expertise in archaeological techniques.

Cultural Resource Manager

CRM professionals work with government agencies and private companies to ensure development
projects do not harm significant cultural or archaeological sites. They prepare reports, manage
compliance, and advise on preservation strategies.



Museum Archaeologist

Museum archaeologists curate collections, conduct research, and engage in public outreach to
promote understanding of archaeological findings.

e Conservation Specialist
e Heritage Consultant

¢ Archaeological Technician

Biological and Forensic Anthropology Careers

Biological anthropology explores human biological diversity and evolution, while forensic
anthropology applies biological techniques to legal investigations. Careers in this area often intersect
with medicine, law enforcement, and public health.

Forensic Anthropologist

Forensic anthropologists assist law enforcement by analyzing human remains to determine identity,
cause of death, and other forensic details. Their expertise is critical in criminal investigations and
disaster response.

Bioarchaeologist

Bioarchaeologists study ancient human remains to understand health, diet, and lifestyle of past
populations, combining biological analysis with archaeological context.

Primatologist

Primatologists research non-human primates to gain insights into human evolution, behavior, and
conservation efforts.

Linguistic Anthropology Careers

Linguistic anthropologists examine language as a fundamental aspect of human culture and
communication. Careers in this specialization involve research, education, and applied roles that
address language preservation and social issues.



Language Documentation Specialist

These specialists work to document and preserve endangered languages by recording and analyzing
linguistic data, often collaborating with indigenous communities.

Communication Consultant

Communication consultants apply linguistic anthropology principles to improve intercultural
communication in organizations, media, and education.

Academic Linguistic Anthropologist

Academics in linguistic anthropology conduct research on language use, sociolinguistics, and
language change, contributing to scholarly literature and teaching.

e Language Revitalization Coordinator
e Discourse Analyst

e Translation and Interpretation Specialist

Emerging and Interdisciplinary Careers in
Anthropology

As anthropology evolves, new interdisciplinary fields and emerging careers are developing that
integrate anthropological knowledge with technology, environmental studies, and global challenges.

Digital Anthropologist

Digital anthropologists study human behavior in digital environments, including social media, virtual
reality, and online communities, providing insights for tech companies and policymakers.

Environmental Anthropologist

Environmental anthropologists investigate human-environment interactions, focusing on
sustainability, climate change, and conservation efforts.

Anthropology Data Analyst

Data analysts with anthropology expertise apply quantitative and qualitative methods to large



datasets, supporting research initiatives, market analysis, and social science projects.

e Health Informatics Specialist
e Human Factors Specialist

e Urban Anthropologist

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common career paths in anthropology?

Common career paths in anthropology include academic research and teaching, cultural resource
management, forensic anthropology, museum curation, and applied anthropology in sectors like
public health and international development.

How can a degree in anthropology be applied in the job
market?

A degree in anthropology can lead to careers in archaeology, forensic science, cultural resource
management, social research, corporate consulting, museum work, government agencies, and non-
profit organizations focused on social and cultural issues.

What roles do forensic anthropologists typically perform?

Forensic anthropologists analyze human remains to assist in identifying individuals and determining
cause of death, often working with law enforcement and medical examiners in criminal investigations
and disaster response.

Are there careers in anthropology outside of academia and
research?

Yes, anthropologists can work in applied roles such as cultural resource management, public policy,
international development, corporate consulting, user experience research, and health organizations,
utilizing their skills to solve practical problems.

What skills gained from anthropology are valuable in the
workplace?

Anthropology develops skills such as critical thinking, qualitative and quantitative research, cross-
cultural communication, data analysis, and problem-solving, which are valuable in careers like market
research, social services, education, and cultural preservation.



Additional Resources

1. Careers in Anthropology: Perspectives and Paths

This book offers an in-depth look at various career opportunities within anthropology, including
academic roles, applied research, and cultural resource management. It provides practical advice on
how to prepare for these careers, highlighting required skills and education. Readers gain insight into
the diverse professional paths anthropologists can pursue.

2. Applied Anthropology: Tools and Techniques for Career Success

Focusing on the applied side of anthropology, this book guides readers through using anthropological
methods in real-world settings such as healthcare, business, and government. It discusses case
studies where anthropology has influenced policy and practice. Essential for those interested in
making an impact outside academia.

3. Forensic Anthropology: Careers in Human Identification

This title explores the specialized field of forensic anthropology, detailing the role of anthropologists in
legal and criminal investigations. It covers the educational requirements, typical job settings, and the
types of cases forensic anthropologists handle. A great resource for those interested in science and
law enforcement.

4. Medical Anthropology: Career Paths and Contributions

This book sheds light on the intersection of health, culture, and anthropology, describing career
options in medical research, public health, and global health organizations. It highlights how medical
anthropologists contribute to understanding health behaviors and improving healthcare delivery.
Readers learn about interdisciplinary collaborations in this field.

5. Archaeology Careers: Exploring the Past and Building the Future

Dedicated to careers in archaeology, this book outlines various roles from fieldwork and excavation to
museum curation and heritage management. It discusses necessary skills such as artifact analysis
and project management. The book also addresses employment challenges and opportunities in
archaeology.

6. Cultural Anthropology in the Workplace: Careers and Case Studies

This book examines how cultural anthropologists apply their skills in corporate settings, non-profits,
and international development. It presents case studies demonstrating the value of cultural insight in
marketing, organizational change, and community engagement. Ideal for those interested in bridging
anthropology and business.

7. Anthropology and Academia: Navigating Teaching and Research Careers

Targeting those who wish to pursue academic careers, this book provides guidance on securing
faculty positions, conducting research, and publishing scholarly work. It discusses the realities of
academic life, including grant writing, teaching, and tenure. Helpful for graduate students and early-
career anthropologists.

8. Environmental Anthropology: Careers in Sustainability and Conservation

This book explores how anthropologists contribute to environmental sustainability, working with
communities and organizations to address ecological challenges. It outlines career paths in
conservation, resource management, and environmental policy. Readers learn about interdisciplinary
approaches combining anthropology and environmental science.

9. Global Anthropology Careers: Working Across Cultures and Borders



Focusing on international opportunities, this book details careers that involve cross-cultural research,
development work, and global policy advising. It emphasizes the skills needed to work effectively in
diverse cultural contexts. The book also discusses the impact of globalization on anthropological
careers.
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