
list of affixes and their meaning
list of affixes and their meaning is a fundamental topic in the study of linguistics and language
learning. Affixes are the building blocks that attach to root words to modify their meaning or create
new words entirely. Understanding the various types of affixes and their specific functions enhances
vocabulary acquisition, reading comprehension, and effective communication. This article explores
the primary categories of affixes, including prefixes, suffixes, infixes, and circumfixes, detailing their
definitions and examples. Additionally, the meanings of common affixes are examined to provide a
comprehensive resource for learners and educators alike. The discussion will also cover how affixes
influence word formation and grammatical function, providing clarity on their vital role in language
structure. The following sections will guide readers through a detailed list of affixes and their
respective meanings, ensuring a thorough grasp of this linguistic concept.

Understanding Affixes: Definitions and Types

Common Prefixes and Their Meanings

Common Suffixes and Their Meanings

Infixes and Circumfixes: Less Common Affixes

How Affixes Affect Word Formation and Meaning

Understanding Affixes: Definitions and Types
Affixes are morphemes added to a base or root word to alter its meaning or grammatical function.
They are essential components of morphology, the branch of linguistics that studies word formation.
Affixes are classified into several types based on their position relative to the root word. The primary
types include prefixes, suffixes, infixes, and circumfixes. Prefixes attach to the beginning of a word,
while suffixes are added to the end. Infixes are inserted within the root word, and circumfixes are
affixes that surround the root, attaching both before and after. Each affix type serves a unique
purpose in modifying meanings, such as indicating negation, tense, number, or part of speech.
Recognizing these affixes and their functions is crucial for understanding how words evolve and
convey different nuances.

Types of Affixes
The main types of affixes can be summarized as follows:

Prefix: A morpheme added to the front of a root word (e.g., "un-" in "undo").

Suffix: A morpheme added to the end of a root word (e.g., "-ness" in "happiness").

Infix: A morpheme inserted within a root word (rare in English, common in some other



languages).

Circumfix: An affix that surrounds the root word, appearing both before and after it (rare in
English).

Common Prefixes and Their Meanings
Prefixes are among the most commonly used affixes in English. They are placed at the beginning of a
root word to alter its meaning, typically without changing its grammatical category. Many prefixes
convey negation, repetition, time, or degree, making them invaluable for expanding vocabulary and
comprehension.

Negation and Opposition
Several prefixes indicate negation or opposition to the root word’s original meaning. These include:

un-: meaning "not" or "opposite" (e.g., "unhappy" meaning not happy).

in-: meaning "not" or "without" (e.g., "inaccurate" meaning not accurate).

dis-: meaning "not," "opposite of," or "reverse" (e.g., "disagree" meaning to not agree).

non-: meaning "not" or "without" (e.g., "nonsense" meaning without sense).

Time and Order
Prefixes can also suggest temporal or sequential relationships:

pre-: meaning "before" (e.g., "preview" meaning to see before).

post-: meaning "after" (e.g., "postpone" meaning to delay).

re-: meaning "again" or "back" (e.g., "rewrite" meaning to write again).

Degree and Intensity
Other prefixes modify the intensity or degree of the root word:

over-: meaning "excessive" or "too much" (e.g., "overwork").

under-: meaning "insufficient" or "below" (e.g., "underestimate").



Common Suffixes and Their Meanings
Suffixes are affixes placed at the end of root words. They often change the grammatical function,
such as turning verbs into nouns or adjectives into adverbs, and can also indicate tense, number, or
degree. Understanding suffixes is essential for decoding word meanings and grammatical
relationships.

Noun-Forming Suffixes
Suffixes that create nouns from other parts of speech include:

-ness: forms abstract nouns indicating a state or quality (e.g., "happiness").

-ment: forms nouns indicating an action or resulting state (e.g., "development").

-tion / -sion: forms nouns from verbs, indicating process or result (e.g., "creation," "decision").

-er: forms nouns indicating a person who performs an action (e.g., "teacher").

Verb-Forming Suffixes
Some suffixes convert nouns or adjectives into verbs:

-ize: meaning to make or become (e.g., "realize").

-ify: meaning to cause to become (e.g., "simplify").

Adjective-Forming Suffixes
Suffixes that create adjectives include:

-able / -ible: meaning capable of or worthy of (e.g., "readable," "edible").

-al: meaning relating to (e.g., "natural").

-ful: meaning full of (e.g., "joyful").

-less: meaning without (e.g., "hopeless").



Adverb-Forming Suffixes
Common suffixes that form adverbs from adjectives:

-ly: meaning in the manner of (e.g., "quickly").

Infixes and Circumfixes: Less Common Affixes
While prefixes and suffixes dominate English word formation, infixes and circumfixes are rarer but
notable affix types in other languages and occasionally in English informal expressions. These affixes
offer unique ways to modify root words.

Infixes
An infix is an affix inserted within a word’s root, rather than at the beginning or end. English rarely
uses infixes formally, but some colloquial or expressive forms demonstrate infixation, such as the
expletive infix in words like "un-freaking-believable." In contrast, many Austronesian and Southeast
Asian languages utilize infixes regularly as part of standard grammar.

Circumfixes
Circumfixes are affixes that wrap around a root by placing one part before and another after the
root. English does not have true circumfixes, but some languages, such as German and Malay, use
them to indicate tense, mood, or other grammatical aspects. Circumfixes are an advanced
morphological feature that emphasizes the diversity of affixation in world languages.

How Affixes Affect Word Formation and Meaning
Affixes play a critical role in expanding vocabulary and clarifying meaning. By attaching affixes to
root words, speakers and writers can create new words, adjust grammatical categories, and express
complex ideas efficiently. This process, known as derivation, differs from inflection, which modifies a
word’s form to express tense, number, or case without changing its core meaning.

Derivational Affixes
Derivational affixes create new words with new meanings. For example, adding the suffix "-er" to
"teach" forms "teacher," changing a verb into a noun. Similarly, the prefix "un-" added to "known"
creates "unknown," changing the word’s meaning by negation. These affixes often change the word
class and meaning simultaneously.



Inflectional Affixes
Inflectional affixes adjust words to fit grammatical contexts without creating new words. Examples
include the suffix "-s" to indicate plural nouns ("cats") or the suffix "-ed" to indicate past tense verbs
("walked"). English has relatively few inflectional affixes compared to some other languages, but
they remain essential for proper syntax and meaning.

Importance in Language Learning and SEO
For language learners, mastering affixes enhances vocabulary building and reading comprehension.
From an SEO perspective, understanding affixes and their meanings can improve keyword research,
content optimization, and semantic relevance. Using varied affixes strategically allows the creation
of rich, keyword-diverse content that ranks well in search engine results.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are affixes in linguistics?
Affixes are morphemes that are attached to a root word to modify its meaning or create a new word.
They include prefixes, suffixes, infixes, and circumfixes.

What is the difference between a prefix and a suffix?
A prefix is an affix added to the beginning of a root word (e.g., 'un-' in 'undo'), while a suffix is added
to the end of a root word (e.g., '-ness' in 'happiness').

Can you provide a list of common prefixes and their meanings?
Common prefixes include 'un-' (not), 're-' (again), 'pre-' (before), 'dis-' (opposite), 'mis-' (wrong), and
'sub-' (under).

What are some common suffixes and their meanings?
Common suffixes include '-able' (capable of), '-ful' (full of), '-less' (without), '-ment' (action or result),
'-tion' (state or quality), and '-ly' (in the manner of).

How do affixes affect the meaning of a root word?
Affixes modify the meaning of a root word by adding additional information such as negation,
repetition, tense, or turning the word into a different part of speech.

Are there affixes that change the grammatical function of
words?
Yes, affixes can change a word's grammatical category. For example, adding '-ness' to an adjective



forms a noun ('happy' to 'happiness'), and adding '-ly' to an adjective forms an adverb ('quick' to
'quickly').

What is an infix, and is it common in English?
An infix is an affix inserted within a root word. Infixes are rare in English but common in other
languages. English examples are mostly informal or slang, such as 'abso-bloody-lutely.'

How can learning affixes help improve vocabulary?
Understanding affixes helps decode the meaning of unfamiliar words, improve spelling, and expand
vocabulary by recognizing common patterns in word formation.

Is there a comprehensive resource for a list of affixes and
their meanings?
Yes, many educational websites and linguistic textbooks provide comprehensive lists of affixes with
meanings, such as Merriam-Webster, Oxford Dictionaries, and linguistic morphology resources.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Affixes: A Comprehensive Guide to Prefixes and Suffixes
This book delves into the world of affixes, explaining their meanings and uses in the English
language. It provides readers with detailed lists of common prefixes and suffixes, accompanied by
examples to illustrate their application. Ideal for students and language enthusiasts, the guide helps
improve vocabulary and word comprehension skills.

2. The Power of Affixes: Unlocking Word Formation and Meaning
Explore how affixes shape the meaning of words and expand vocabulary in this insightful volume.
The book categorizes affixes by function and origin, offering clear definitions and examples. Readers
will gain a deeper understanding of how prefixes and suffixes modify root words to create new
meanings.

3. Mastering English Affixes: A Practical Workbook
Designed as an interactive resource, this workbook helps learners practice affix identification and
usage. It includes exercises, quizzes, and answer keys to reinforce knowledge of prefixes and
suffixes. The practical approach supports language acquisition and enhances reading
comprehension.

4. Affixes and Their Meanings: A Linguistic Perspective
This academic text examines affixes within the broader context of linguistics and morphology. It
discusses the origins, classifications, and semantic roles of various affixes across languages. Suitable
for linguistics students and researchers, the book provides thorough analyses and case studies.

5. Prefix and Suffix Dictionary: Meanings and Examples
A handy reference guide, this dictionary lists hundreds of prefixes and suffixes along with their
meanings and example words. It serves as a quick lookup tool for writers, editors, and language
learners. The clear organization makes it easy to find affixes relevant to specific word formations.



6. Building Vocabulary with Affixes: Strategies for Language Learners
This book offers strategies for using affixes to decode unfamiliar words and expand vocabulary. It
emphasizes practical learning techniques and includes thematic lists of affixes related to academic
and everyday language. Readers will find tips for memorization and application in reading and
writing.

7. The Roots and Affixes Handbook: Exploring Word Origins
Focusing on the relationship between roots and affixes, this handbook reveals how words are
constructed and evolve. It traces the etymology of common affixes and demonstrates their impact on
word meaning. Ideal for etymology enthusiasts and advanced language learners, it enriches
understanding of English morphology.

8. English Affixes Made Easy: A Beginner's Guide
This beginner-friendly guide introduces the concept of affixes with simple explanations and engaging
examples. It covers the most frequently used prefixes and suffixes to build foundational knowledge.
The book also includes fun activities to help newcomers grasp affix usage confidently.

9. Exploring Affixes in Literature: Meaning and Usage
This unique book analyzes the use of affixes in literary texts to uncover nuances in meaning and
style. It provides examples from classic and contemporary literature, illustrating how affixes
contribute to tone and expression. Literature students and enthusiasts will appreciate the detailed
commentary and insights offered.
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