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When it comes to recreational vehicles (RVs), slide-outs add significant living space and comfort.
However, over time, these slide-outs can become misaligned or may require adjustments due to wear
and tear. The Lippert slide-out system is one of the most commonly used in the RV industry, and
knowing how to adjust it is essential for any RV owner. This article will provide a comprehensive guide
to understanding Lippert slide-out systems, their components, common issues, and detailed
instructions on how to adjust them effectively.

Understanding Lippert Slide-Out Systems

Lippert Components, Inc. is a major manufacturer of RV components, including slide-out systems.
These systems allow sections of the RV to extend outward, providing additional space when parked.
Understanding how these systems work is crucial for effective maintenance and adjustment.

Types of Lippert Slide-Out Systems

Lippert offers several types of slide-out systems, including:

1. Cable-Driven Slide-Outs: Utilizes cables and pulleys to extend and retract the slide-out.
2. Rack and Pinion Systems: Features a gear mechanism that drives the slide-out in and out.
3. Hydraulic Slide-Outs: Uses hydraulic fluid to power the extension and retraction of the slide-out.

Each system has unique components and adjustment needs, so identifying which type you have is the
first step in the adjustment process.

Common Issues with Lippert Slide-Outs

Before diving into adjustments, it’s essential to recognize some common issues that may indicate a
need for adjustment:

- Uneven Extension: One side of the slide-out extends farther than the other.
- Difficulty in Retracting: The slide-out does not retract smoothly or gets stuck.
- Unusual Noises: Grinding or squeaking sounds during operation may indicate alignment or
mechanical issues.
- Seals Not Engaging Properly: Water or debris can enter the RV if seals are not correctly aligned.



Tools Required for Adjustment

Having the right tools on hand can make the adjustment process easier and more efficient. Here’s a
list of essential tools you may need:

1. Socket Wrench Set: For loosening and tightening bolts and nuts.
2. Screwdrivers: Both Phillips and flat-head for various screws.
3. Level: To ensure the slide-out is aligned properly.
4. Measuring Tape: For measuring distances and ensuring even adjustments.
5. Lubricant: To maintain the moving parts and reduce friction.

Step-by-Step Guide to Adjusting Lippert Slide-Outs

Adjusting a Lippert slide-out can be a straightforward process if you follow these steps:

Step 1: Preparation

1. Park on Level Ground: Ensure your RV is parked on a level surface, as this is critical for accurate
adjustments.
2. Disconnect Power: Before making any adjustments, disconnect the power supply to the slide-out to
prevent accidental operation.

Step 2: Inspect the Slide-Out Mechanism

1. Check for Obstructions: Inspect the area around the slide-out to ensure there are no obstructions or
debris that could hinder operation.
2. Examine the Components: Look for signs of wear, damage, or misalignment in the cables, gears, or
hydraulic components.

Step 3: Adjusting the Slide-Out

The adjustment process may vary depending on the type of slide-out system you have.

Cable-Driven Slide-Outs

1. Locate the Adjustment Bolts: These are typically found on the cable system.
2. Loosen the Bolts: Use a socket wrench to loosen the adjustment bolts slightly.
3. Adjust the Cables: Pull the cables tighter on the side that is not extending as far, ensuring it is
evenly balanced.
4. Tighten the Bolts: Once adjusted, tighten the bolts securely.



Rack and Pinion Systems

1. Identify the Adjustment Mechanism: Locate the adjustment screws or bolts at the end of the rack.
2. Adjust the Rack: If one side is lower, adjust the screws to raise that particular side.
3. Test the Operation: Extend and retract the slide-out to ensure it operates smoothly.

Hydraulic Slide-Outs

1. Check Fluid Levels: Ensure the hydraulic fluid levels are adequate.
2. Locate the Adjustment Valve: This is usually found on the hydraulic actuator.
3. Adjust the Valve: Use the valve to increase or decrease pressure on the side that requires
adjustment.
4. Test the Slide-Out: After making adjustments, extend and retract the slide-out to check if it
operates correctly.

Regular Maintenance Tips

To keep your Lippert slide-out functioning well, regular maintenance is essential. Here are some tips:

- Lubricate Moving Parts: Regularly apply lubricant to the moving components to reduce friction and
wear.
- Inspect Seals: Check the seals for any cracks or damage that could allow water to enter.
- Clean the Slide-Out Area: Keep the area around the slide-out clean to prevent debris buildup.
- Test Operation Regularly: Periodically check the operation of the slide-out to catch any issues early.

Conclusion

Understanding your Lippert slide-out system and knowing how to make necessary adjustments is vital
for maintaining the functionality and comfort of your RV. By following the steps outlined in this
manual, you can ensure that your slide-out operates smoothly and efficiently. Remember that regular
maintenance and inspections are key to preventing issues before they arise. If you encounter
persistent problems or are uncertain about making adjustments, don't hesitate to consult a
professional for assistance. With proper care, your Lippert slide-out can enhance your RV experience
for many years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Lippert slide out adjustment
manual?
The Lippert slide out adjustment manual provides essential instructions for properly adjusting and
maintaining slide-out systems in recreational vehicles, ensuring smooth operation and preventing
damage.



Where can I find the Lippert slide out adjustment manual?
The manual can typically be found on the Lippert Components website or obtained through RV
dealerships that sell Lippert products.

What tools are required for slide out adjustment according to
the manual?
Common tools needed for slide out adjustment include a socket set, screwdrivers, and possibly a
torque wrench, depending on the specific adjustments being made.

How often should I check my Lippert slide out adjustments?
It is recommended to check and adjust your Lippert slide outs at least once a year or whenever you
notice irregular operation, such as misalignment or difficulty in extending or retracting.

What are common signs that my slide out needs adjustment?
Common signs include unusual noises during operation, difficulty extending or retracting the slide out,
gaps between the slide out and the RV body, or visible misalignment.

Can I adjust the slide out myself using the manual?
Yes, the manual is designed for RV owners and provides step-by-step instructions for making
adjustments, but care should be taken to follow the guidelines closely to avoid damage.

What safety precautions should I take when adjusting my
slide out?
Ensure the RV is on a level surface, disconnect power to the slide out system, and check for obstacles
before making adjustments to avoid injury or damage.

Is there a warranty on Lippert slide out systems that covers
adjustment issues?
Yes, Lippert provides warranties on their slide out systems, but coverage for adjustment issues may
vary, so it’s best to review the warranty terms or contact customer service for specifics.

What should I do if I’m unable to adjust my slide out after
following the manual?
If you’re unable to adjust the slide out after following the manual, it’s advisable to consult a
professional RV technician or contact Lippert's customer support for assistance.
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