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Mahatma Gandhi, often referred to as the "Father of the Nation" in India, was a
remarkable leader who played a crucial role in the country’s struggle for independence
from British rule. His life is an inspiring story of courage, non-violence, and dedication to
justice. This article will take you on a journey through the life of Mahatma Gandhi,
highlighting key moments, his principles, and the legacy he left behind.

Early Life

Birth and Family

Mahatma Gandhi was born on October 2, 1869, in a small coastal town called Porbandar
in Gujarat, India. His full name was Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi. He was born into a
Hindu family; his father was a chief minister in the local government, and his mother was
a deeply religious woman who influenced Gandhi’s values and beliefs.

Education

Gandhi was a curious child who loved to learn. At the age of 13, he got married to
Kasturba, who was also a child at the time. Gandhi later traveled to London to study law
when he was 18 years old. Here are some important points about his education:

- Studied Law: He attended University College London and learned about various subjects,
including law, ethics, and philosophy.
- Influences: While in London, he encountered new ideas that shaped his thinking,
including concepts of non-violence and civil rights.

Life in South Africa

Struggles Against Discrimination

After completing his education, Gandhi moved to South Africa in 1893 to work as a lawyer.
It was here that he faced racial discrimination, which deeply affected him. He experienced
firsthand the injustices faced by Indians living in South Africa.

- First Protest: In 1906, Gandhi led his first protest against the oppressive laws that



discriminated against Indians. This marked the beginning of his fight for civil rights.
- Satyagraha: Gandhi developed a non-violent method of protest called "Satyagraha,"
which means "truth force." This idea emphasized the power of love and peaceful
resistance against injustice.

Achievements in South Africa

Gandhi spent nearly two decades in South Africa and achieved significant milestones:

- Indian Opinion: He founded a newspaper called "Indian Opinion" to raise awareness
about the issues faced by Indians.
- Civil Rights Campaigns: Through peaceful protests and negotiations, he successfully
fought for the rights of Indian workers, leading to significant changes in laws.

Return to India

Joining the Indian Independence Movement

In 1915, after spending 21 years in South Africa, Gandhi returned to India. He quickly
became involved in the Indian independence movement, which sought to end British
colonial rule.

- Champaran Movement: In 1917, Gandhi led his first major campaign in Champaran,
Bihar, where he fought for the rights of farmers who were being exploited by British
landlords.
- Kheda Movement: In 1918, he supported farmers in Kheda, Gujarat, who were unable to
pay taxes due to a poor harvest.

Leadership and the Call for Independence

Gandhi’s leadership style was unique and inspiring. He believed in mobilizing the masses
through:

- Non-Violent Protests: Gandhi organized peaceful protests, marches, and boycotts to
challenge British authority.
- Salt March: In 1930, he led the famous Salt March, a 240-mile march to the Arabian Sea
to protest against the British salt tax. This act of civil disobedience galvanized the nation.

Principles of Mahatma Gandhi

Gandhi’s life was guided by several key principles that inspired millions around the world:



- Ahimsa (Non-Violence): Gandhi believed in resolving conflicts without violence. He
taught that love and compassion should be the driving forces of human interactions.
- Satya (Truth): He emphasized the importance of truth in all aspects of life. He believed
that being truthful is essential for personal and societal growth.
- Simplicity: Gandhi lived a simple life, wearing traditional Indian clothing and practicing
minimalism. He believed that material possessions should not define a person’s worth.

Legacy and Impact

Independence and Beyond

Gandhi’s tireless efforts and dedication to non-violence played a significant role in India
gaining independence from British rule on August 15, 1947. However, his work did not
stop there.

- Unity and peace: After independence, he focused on promoting unity among different
religious communities in India, especially between Hindus and Muslims.
- Social Reforms: He worked towards uplifting the marginalized sections of society,
including the untouchables, whom he referred to as "Harijans" or "children of God."

Assassination

Tragically, on January 30, 1948, Mahatma Gandhi was assassinated by Nathuram Godse, a
man who opposed Gandhi's philosophy of non-violence and his efforts towards Hindu-
Muslim unity. His death was a huge loss for India and the world, but his legacy continues
to inspire people everywhere.

Why Is Gandhi Important Today?

Mahatma Gandhi’s teachings and principles remain relevant in today’s world for several
reasons:

- Inspiration for Civil Rights Movements: Leaders like Martin Luther King Jr. and Nelson
Mandela drew inspiration from Gandhi’s methods of non-violent protest.
- Promoting Peace: In a world filled with conflict and violence, Gandhi’s message of peace
and non-violence is more important than ever.
- Environmental Awareness: Gandhi believed in living in harmony with nature. His ideas
about sustainability and simplicity are increasingly relevant in today’s discussions about
climate change.



Fun Facts About Mahatma Gandhi

Here are some interesting facts about Mahatma Gandhi that you might not know:

1. Vegetarian Lifestyle: Gandhi was a strict vegetarian and believed in the principle of
non-violence towards all living beings.
2. Spinning Wheel: He promoted the spinning of khadi (hand-spun cloth) as a way to
boycott British textiles and promote self-reliance.
3. Love for Simplicity: Gandhi often wore simple, hand-woven clothes and lived a life of
minimalism.
4. Influence on Global Leaders: His teachings have inspired many international figures,
including Barack Obama and the Dalai Lama.

Conclusion

The life of Mahatma Gandhi is a testament to the power of non-violence, truth, and
perseverance. His journey from a young boy in Porbandar to a global symbol of peace and
resistance illustrates the impact one individual can have on the world. As we remember
Mahatma Gandhi, let us carry forward his message of love, peace, and justice in our daily
lives. After all, as he famously said, “Be the change that you wish to see in the world.”

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Mahatma Gandhi?
Mahatma Gandhi was a leader from India who fought for the country's independence from
British rule using non-violent methods.

What does 'Mahatma' mean?
'Mahatma' means 'great soul' in Sanskrit, and it was a title given to Gandhi because of his
strong beliefs in peace and non-violence.

When was Mahatma Gandhi born?
Mahatma Gandhi was born on October 2, 1869.

What was Gandhi's famous method of protest?
Gandhi is well-known for using non-violent protests, including marches, hunger strikes,
and peaceful demonstrations.



What was the Salt March?
The Salt March was a 240-mile walk led by Gandhi in 1930 to protest against British salt
taxes, inspiring many Indians to join the fight for independence.

What did Gandhi believe about fighting for rights?
Gandhi believed that people should fight for their rights peacefully and without causing
harm to others.

Why is Gandhi considered a hero in India?
Gandhi is considered a hero in India because he played a crucial role in the country's
independence and inspired millions to believe in justice and equality.

What is Gandhi's legacy today?
Gandhi's legacy today continues to inspire movements for civil rights and social change
around the world, emphasizing the importance of non-violence.
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