
life as we knew it series

Life As We Knew It Series is a gripping and thought-provoking series of novels written by Susan Beth

Pfeffer. The series is centered around the theme of survival in a world turned upside down due to

catastrophic environmental changes. The first book, "Life As We Knew It," was published in 2006, and

it quickly gained a dedicated following for its realistic portrayal of the struggles and resilience of

humanity in the face of disaster. This article will delve into the series' themes, characters, and the

impact it has had on readers and society.

Overview of the Series

The "Life As We Knew It" series is set in a world where a series of natural disasters, triggered by an

asteroid impact on the Moon, drastically alters the Earth's climate and environment. The narrative is

presented through the journal entries of Miranda, a teenage girl who documents her family's fight for

survival in an increasingly hostile world.

The series consists of four main books:

1. Life As We Knew It (2006)

2. The Dead and the Gone (2008)

3. This World We Live In (2010)

4. The Shade of the Moon (2013)

Each book explores different facets of survival, community, and the human spirit while following the

lives of various characters impacted by the catastrophic events.



Main Themes

The "Life As We Knew It" series tackles several poignant themes that resonate deeply with readers.

Survival and Resilience

At its core, the series is about survival. The characters are faced with extreme challenges that test

their physical and emotional limits. As resources dwindle and societal norms break down, they must

adapt to their new reality. The series highlights how individuals and families respond to crises,

showcasing both their strengths and vulnerabilities.

Family and Relationships

Family dynamics play a crucial role in the series. The characters' relationships are tested as they

navigate the dangers of their new world. The bond between Miranda and her family, particularly her

mother and brothers, illustrates the importance of support systems in times of crisis. The series also

explores how relationships can change under stress, revealing both the fragility and strength of human

connections.

Environmental Awareness

The environmental themes in the series are particularly relevant in today’s context. The catastrophic

events that unfold serve as a cautionary tale about humanity's impact on the planet. Pfeffer's writing

encourages readers to reflect on issues such as climate change, resource depletion, and the

consequences of neglecting the environment.



Isolation and Community

As the world collapses, the series examines the balance between isolation and the need for

community. While many characters initially focus on self-preservation, they eventually realize the

importance of working together for survival. This theme underscores the idea that community is

essential in overcoming adversity.

Character Analysis

The series features a diverse cast of characters, each contributing to the overarching narrative in

unique ways.

Miranda Sinclair

Miranda is the protagonist and the voice of the series. Her character evolves significantly throughout

the story, transitioning from a typical teenager to a determined survivor. Her journal entries provide

readers with a personal insight into her thoughts, fears, and hopes, making her relatable and

compelling.

Laura Sinclair

Laura is Miranda’s mother, a strong and resourceful figure who takes on the mantle of leadership

within the family. As the chaos unfolds, Laura's character exemplifies the qualities of resilience and

resourcefulness, making difficult decisions to protect her family.



Dan and Jonny Sinclair

Miranda's brothers, Dan and Jonny, represent different aspects of adolescent growth in extreme

circumstances. Dan, the older brother, takes on a protective role, while Jonny struggles with the loss of

his childhood innocence. Together, they illustrate the varied responses of young individuals to trauma

and hardship.

Alex and the Other Characters

In "The Dead and the Gone," readers are introduced to Alex, a character whose story runs parallel to

Miranda's. His experiences in New York City during the same catastrophic events provide a contrasting

perspective on survival. The series also includes various secondary characters who enrich the

narrative and highlight the importance of community and cooperation.

Impact and Reception

The "Life As We Knew It" series has been met with critical acclaim and has garnered a loyal fanbase.

Readers have praised Pfeffer's ability to create a realistic and immersive world that resonates with

contemporary issues. The series has also sparked discussions about environmental responsibility and

the fragility of modern civilization.

Literary Impact

The series has been influential in the young adult dystopian genre, paving the way for other authors to

explore similar themes. Pfeffer's realistic portrayal of disaster and human psychology has set a

benchmark for future works, encouraging writers to delve into the complexities of survival narratives.



Educational Value

Many educators have incorporated the series into their curricula, using it as a springboard for

discussions on environmental science, ethics, and the human condition. The series provides an

engaging way to discuss serious topics with students, encouraging critical thinking about the

consequences of human actions on the planet.

Community Engagement

The impact of the series extends beyond literature; it has inspired various community initiatives

focused on environmental awareness and disaster preparedness. Book clubs and online forums

dedicated to discussing the series often emphasize the importance of proactive measures in the face

of climate change and natural disasters.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the "Life As We Knew It" series by Susan Beth Pfeffer offers an enthralling exploration

of survival, resilience, and the human spirit in the wake of catastrophic events. Through the eyes of

Miranda Sinclair and her family, readers are invited to contemplate the fragility of life and the

importance of community and environmental stewardship. The series not only captivates with its

compelling narrative but also serves as a poignant reminder of the world we live in and the challenges

we face. As readers turn the pages, they are left with a lingering sense of hope amidst despair and a

call to action for a more sustainable future.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main premise of the 'Life As We Knew It' series?

The series explores the drastic changes in society and the environment following a catastrophic event

that disrupts the natural order, focusing on survival and the human experience in a post-apocalyptic

world.

Who is the author of the 'Life As We Knew It' series?

The series is written by Susan Beth Pfeffer, known for her engaging storytelling in the young adult and

post-apocalyptic genres.

What themes are prevalent in the 'Life As We Knew It' series?

Key themes include survival, family dynamics, resilience, the impact of climate change, and the

struggle to maintain hope in dire circumstances.

How does the narrative structure of the series enhance the

storytelling?

The series employs a diary format, allowing readers to experience the characters' thoughts and

feelings in real-time, which adds depth and emotional connection to the survival narrative.

What is the significance of the title 'Life As We Knew It'?

The title reflects the contrast between the characters' past lives and the new realities they face,

highlighting the loss of normalcy and the struggle to adapt to a changed world.

Which character is central to the 'Life As We Knew It' series?

Miranda, a teenage girl navigating the challenges of survival, is the central character whose

perspective guides readers through the unfolding events.



What impact has the 'Life As We Knew It' series had on its readers?

The series has sparked discussions about environmental issues and preparedness for disasters,

resonating with readers through its realistic portrayal of crisis and human resilience.

Are there any adaptations of the 'Life As We Knew It' series?

As of now, there have been no major film or television adaptations of the series, although its popularity

and themes have led to ongoing interest in potential adaptations.
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