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Life as We Knew It is a remarkable novel by Susan Beth Pfeffer that delves
into the complexities of survival in a dramatically altered world. Written
from the perspective of a teenage girl named Miranda, the story unfolds in
the wake of a catastrophic event: the moon has been knocked out of its orbit
due to a meteor strike, leading to a series of natural disasters that disrupt
life as we know it. This thought-provoking narrative challenges readers to
consider the fragility of civilization and the resilience of the human spirit
in the face of adversity.

Overview of the Novel

Life as We Knew It is part of Pfeffer's "Last Survivors" series, where each
book explores different aspects of survival in a world turned upside down.
The story is presented through Miranda's journal entries, which provide an
intimate look into her thoughts, fears, and the evolving dynamics of her
family as they navigate a new reality.

Setting and Context

The novel is set in a small town in Pennsylvania, where the protagonist,
Miranda, lives with her mother and two brothers. The narrative begins before
the world-changing event, allowing readers to connect with the characters
during a time of normalcy. However, as the story progresses, the once-
familiar world becomes increasingly hostile.

— Meteor Strike: The initial catastrophe occurs when a meteor collides with
the moon, causing its orbit to shift. This event triggers devastating natural
disasters on Earth, including tsunamis, earthquakes, and volcanic eruptions.
— Impact on Society: The novel explores how society grapples with the sudden
changes. Infrastructure collapses, communication systems fail, and essential
resources become scarce, leading to mass panic and a breakdown of social
order.

Main Characters

The characters in Life as We Knew It are pivotal in conveying the emotional
weight of the narrative. Each character represents different facets of human
resilience and vulnerability.

1. Miranda: The protagonist and narrator, a high school student who is forced
to grow up quickly as her world crumbles around her.

2. Laura: Miranda's mother, who takes on the role of protector and provider
for her family. Her leadership is crucial as they face the challenges ahead.
3. Matt: Miranda's older brother, who embodies a sense of responsibility and
determination, often stepping up to help his family.

4. Jonny: Miranda's younger brother, whose innocence starkly contrasts with
the harsh realities they encounter.



Thematic Elements

Life as We Knew It addresses several significant themes that resonate with
readers, prompting reflection on societal values and individual morality.

Survival and Resilience

At the core of the novel is the theme of survival. As resources dwindle and
the environment becomes increasingly hostile, Miranda and her family must
adapt to their new reality.

— Resource Management: The characters’ ability to ration food, conserve
energy, and make difficult choices underscores the importance of
resourcefulness in survival.

- Family Bonds: The story highlights the strength of familial ties. As
external circumstances become dire, the characters find solace and strength
in each other, showcasing the power of unity during challenging times.

Isolation and Community

Another prominent theme in the novel is the sense of isolation that
accompanies the catastrophic events. The breakdown of society leads to:

— Physical Isolation: With communication and transportation systems in
disarray, Miranda's family becomes cut off from the outside world. This
physical separation heightens their struggles and forces them to rely solely
on each other.

— Social Dynamics: As the novel progresses, it reflects on the changing
dynamics of community. Neighbors turn into strangers, and the initial sense
of camaraderie erodes as people prioritize their survival over collective
well-being.

Moral Dilemmas

Throughout the story, characters face moral dilemmas that challenge their
ethics and values. Decisions about sharing resources, helping others, or
prioritizing one’s family often lead to intense emotional conflict.

— Self-preservation vs. Altruism: The characters grapple with the question of
whether to help those in need or to focus solely on their survival. This
internal conflict drives much of the story’s tension.

Writing Style and Narrative Structure

Susan Beth Pfeffer employs a unique writing style that enhances the emotional
depth of the story. The use of journal entries allows readers to experience
events through Miranda's eyes, creating a personal and intimate connection.



First-Person Perspective

The first-person narrative immerses readers in Miranda's thoughts and
feelings, making her struggles and triumphs more relatable. Throughout her
entries, readers witness her evolution from an ordinary teenager to a young
woman forced to confront harrowing realities.

Descriptive Imagery

Pfeffer's descriptive imagery paints a vivid picture of the world before and
after the disaster. The stark contrast between the familiar and the
unfamiliar serves to heighten the sense of loss and despair experienced by
the characters.

Impact and Reception

Life as We Knew It has garnered praise for its realistic portrayal of
survival and its exploration of complex themes. The novel resonates with
readers of all ages, prompting discussions about preparedness, resilience,
and the human spirit.

— Critical Acclaim: The book has received numerous awards and nominations,
highlighting its impact within the young adult literature genre.

- Educational Value: Many educators use the novel in classrooms to discuss
themes of survival, ethics, and the human condition, making it a staple in
literature studies.

Reader Engagement

The novel's engaging narrative encourages readers to reflect on their own
values and the importance of community. It raises questions such as:

- How would you respond to a sudden crisis?
— What sacrifices are you willing to make for your loved ones?

Conclusion

Life as We Knew It by Susan Beth Pfeffer is more than just a story of
survival; it is a profound exploration of the human experience in the face of
catastrophe. Through the eyes of Miranda, readers are invited to contemplate
the fragility of life and the strength found in family and community. The
novel's themes of resilience, isolation, and moral dilemmas resonate deeply,
making it a poignant reflection on what it means to be human in a world
turned upside down. Whether read as a cautionary tale or an inspiring
narrative of survival, it leaves a lasting impact that lingers long after the
last page is turned.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of 'Life as We Knew It'?

The primary theme of 'Life as We Knew It' is survival in the face of
catastrophic environmental changes and the impact on family dynamics and
human resilience.

How does the story in 'Life as We Knew It' begin?

The story begins with a meteor striking the moon, which causes catastrophic
changes to the Earth's climate and environment, leading to widespread chaos
and disruption.

What narrative style is used in 'Life as We Knew It'?

The novel is written in a diary format from the perspective of the
protagonist, Miranda, providing an intimate view of her thoughts and
experiences during the crisis.

What challenges does Miranda and her family face in
the book?

Miranda and her family face numerous challenges including food shortages,
extreme weather conditions, loss of electricity, and the struggle to maintain
hope and unity in the face of adversity.

How does 'Life as We Knew It' explore the concept of
community?
The novel explores the concept of community by highlighting how people come

together or fall apart in times of crisis, showcasing both the support and
conflicts that arise among neighbors.

What impact did 'Life as We Knew It' have on young
adult literature?

The book has had a significant impact on young adult literature by
popularizing the dystopian genre and emphasizing themes of survival,
resilience, and the importance of family bonds in facing catastrophic events.
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